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To that p ongyegation over 
whom the Lord hath mage 
me an Overſeer ; Increaſe 
. of Gracehere , and Glory 
 OaNeyY 


FI ethren and Beloved i in our 


| + d = | Lord Jeſus, theſe Sermons 
| SN : <4 ) af as. as. th d 
| p- 


x ey were preached a- 
Rf mongſt you, cven ſo,was. 


SN their Publication carnellly.. 


DD a 


ſolliciced by fome of you, at 
whole A I have yeelded to that I de-. 
ed not in their Preaching, nor inten-... 


he porn ther, By fince th; | 
finiſhed * But' x ing I am, not only. 


{ eſpecially to you alſo, not onely by one 

means, but by every means, "to endeavour 

your rae He the Faith 
elt ob to ou 

We; vant Thr / 

ing : 'And Ti may ſafely 
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a Debtor to Few and Gentile, but more. . 3 ; 3 


The Epiſtle/Dedicatory. 
your. Eazs heard... As to,you my Beloz. 
ved, whoſe importunity prevailed upon 
me to undertake this Work, know two 
Argaments'prevailyd- upan me to-Anſwer 
your Requeſt; The one; My-Love towards 
you; the other, My defite- of your-Spi- 


ritual and Frermal Welfare 4 'andbit; my 


Labour of Loye for your ſakes may provi- 
dentially extent or reackto'the advantage 
of any others that love the Lord Jeſus in 
ſincerity, I therein ſhall and will rejoyce. 
I need. not here give you any acc 

the Nature" of this Treatiſe, you well! 


know, it is to gpen both the Wiſe-Preachs; 


ers and the Wiſe-Heafgts Wark and Buft-7 
nefs you: know Ns 0 One, - and] al; 
{9g {6 jut Fe you 1 wane not need . 
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bounds, and dealt purtially whhehe Texr7 
and'my rhoughts are, that;Blenry may £- 
ven cond::ce te:Profit : Aud ai for thoſe 
Phrifes, Tirles; and Denominacions.'.of 
Perſons, which in this Diſcourſe may ſeem 
unto any tender eat to be-plain,' barſh, os 
reproachful to any; know this, F have wa- 
rily confidered: to faſten them-only on per- 
ſons really deferving ſuch names j and ak 
though 1 have hereinfollowed the footſteps 
of the Saints & Penmen of the Seripture,yet 
have I abated, rather than- exceeded their 
practice; as is moſt evident, if you coult-” 
der of ſome expreſſtons wherein: how great 
ox learned, oz ſeemingly pious foever ſome 
ſinners were, yet both Chrift hiatſelf, and 
the Prophets and Apoſtles, have ſpoken 
very home and hard againſt fuch Perſons; 
ftilitg them Hypocrites, Devils Childrew, 
Wotues, Dogs, Lyons, Foxes, Vipers, fainted: 
wlchres; whited Walls, Princes of Sodom, 


RRvters of Gomorrah, Adulterers, Adultereſſes, 


and ſuch like, as: the Scripture witneſlerh 3 
wherefore marvel not at my freeqom-of 
expreſſion to finners of the ſame dye. Aud - 


laftly, My reſolution was to avoid-the-ye+ + a . 


proof due to ſuchas give flattering 'Tithes - 
unto men, and as Elihu (aith; Let mr wohy 
Fpray you, accept ary _ performs. 'neith x 


We hare denyed: my ſelf, and flipt over ſome 
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| "the Ejfle Din: 

let me give flattering titles unto "men; for 
I know not togive flattering titles ; for. in ſo 
doing my Maker would ſoon take me away, 
Job 32.21;22. And further, If any ſup- 


poſe I have'in this Diſcourſe affected and ' 


diſcovered a Spirit of fingularity, and di- 
verlity of Opinion from the moſt of even 
pious, judicious, and ſober men of- this 
Age. I Anſwer in uprightneſs, *twas 
not affectedly but conſtrainedly done, and 
I ſuppoſe even ſuch ObjeQors will not de- 
ny, tis better differing from men, how 
wile ſoever, than from Chriſt ; and'fince 
all men know but in, part, and Propheſie 
but in part, that may- be Chriſt's Truth 
which is not acknowledged or underſtood 
by many ; is it not written, Thow ſhalt ot 
follow a 'rmaultitude to do evil; neither ſhalt 
thou ſpeak in 4 cauſe, to decline after many, 


50 wreſt Wo ment, Ex0d.23.2. and as Paul. 
7 


ſaith, eved, therefore have | ſpokew, 
2 Cor. 4. 13. I ſhall willingly receive betg, 
. ter information, and then ſpeedily change 


_ my preſent apprehenſion. © ' Laſtly, If any 


ObjeR againſt the largeneſs of this Tract 3 | 
my Anſwer is,” Twas my deſire to haye pre- - 
vented it, could I with fidelity and pru- ' 


dence have effected it ; and the truth is, I 
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articulars, which might more largely 
have been infiſted on, that this Exception 
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might have been Fpared : And now my 
dearly Beloved, whoſe importunity begat 
me this labour, Let me now crave leave, 
before I conclude this Epiſtle, to xequeſt a 
few things of you. Firſt, My Brethren, 
if you meet with any Advantage,Content, 
or Comfort, by peruſing theſe Lines, pray 
give all the praiſe and lory to God, whoſe 

and alone hath wrought it,and whoſe Spi: 
rit hath revealed it ; and think ofren upon 
I Chron.29.10, to16, Secondly, Pray'be 


not only knowers of theſe Truths, but do- 


ers of the ſame, Oh, be not only ſo prin- 
Eipled,but ſo pratifing z alſo let the height 
of Holineſs in this Diſcourſe diſcovered, 


- be your main buſineſs to attain, 'ſo ſhall I 


not want good reward for this my labour. 
Thirdly, Labour to train up and educate 
your Families in this good knowledge of 
the Lord, and ſhew them the good old way, 
wherein they. ſhould walk with: God; "as 


- Moſes adviſeth, Deat.4.9,10. ſaying; Only 4 
take heed to thy ſelf, and keep thy Sout dihis 


gently, leſt thou forget the things which thige 


eart all the aayes Ml thy life ; 


eyes have ſeen, and leſt they "= from thy - 
4 ut teach them . 
thy Sons, and thy Sons Sons :* Eſpecially the + 
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"The "Epiſtle Dedicurory; = 
dey tet fr before the Lord thy God 
4x Horeb, » the Loyd ſaid unto me, Ga- 
ther we the people — and 1 will make 
them hear my words, that they may learn " 
fear me all the dayes that they bal tive 
the earth, and that they may teach their C iL 
dren, with 11, 19. Fourt 14, Wonder not, 
neither be ſtumbled, -it you find theſe 
Truths evil ſpoken of, ſcombd. traduced z 
' put remember, this was to be expected in 
” ſuch a day as this; And, /aſ#{y, Forget not 
—_— you have prevailed upon, but in 
your ſupplications remember me, and 
w- fs for me, bath night and day,that I may 
Faichfal to the Death, that I may be fil- 
Ic4 with the Spirit,that I may be atat 
in the Work of the Lord, and that my La- 
bours may be acceptable and ſuccesful a- 
| Mong the Saints, that ſo I may finiſh my 
. courſe” with joy, and not with grief, ac- 
. - cording to.the Will of God. And thus 
; wich my Prayers for you alſo, I commend 
>. you to God,and to the-Word of his _ 
* which is able to build you up, and to 
y You an Inheritance among all chem w ich 
aff 41A | 


Your Servant for Ghriſt, 


STEPHEN Mozs, 
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Chriſtian Reader, {1 


ILitbough there Is yotb;ng new or | 
ſtrange now to be preſented to thy \\- 
view 3 for, as Solomon, ſaith, 

SI The thing thar hath been, it is 
EE that which ſhall be; and th 
= which 1s done,is that which ſha 
| be def ; and there is no new 
thing under the Sun : Is there any thing whereof 
it may be ſaid, See, this is new ? It harh been al- 
ready *of old cime, which was before us, Ecclef. 
I. 9, 10, . Wherefore let me intreat thee peruſe this © 
Book: for Trath, and not for Novelty, left ſo doing, © 
thos loſe thy labour, and reap no profit by thy pains : 
And if «ny ſhall meet thee with their Ont-cry, cry» 
ing, Take beed, for bere are ſtrange things preſen- 7 
ted to your eyes 3 ſay No, for there s nothing new 
or ſtrange under the Sun; And if any thing bere. 
written be to any ſtrange, 1 maſt take leavetorell 
them, 'Ti becauſe they know not the Scripture, and_ 
are ſtrangers in Fer#ſalem, and have not known the © 
* things that are come to paſs there in-theſe dayes, 
Lutks 24.1% And rf any ſhould yet retort mpox! 
pe Ms 4 traubler of Iiracl, or 4 bringer Feb of: 
| rave 
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 To'the Reader, 
ak Hes $5307 new Doftrines,to their ears, 1 will 
gortbink ctftrange to be thus dealt with,for thus dealt 
ther Fathers with the Prophets and Apoſtles : in 
that firſt Bookof Kings we Ked-chis thus Ahab ſaid 
go Elijah, Arc thou he that cronbleth Iſrael ? But 
he anſwered, I have not troubled Iſrael, but thou 
and chy Facher's Hawſe, in that ye have forſaken - 
the Commandments of the Lord, and haſt follow. 
ed Baalizs, verſ. 17,18, And thus was boly Paul 
ſerved, As 17, where you riad, That certain 
Philoſophers of the Epicwreans, and of the Sto- 
xcks, encountered him ; and (ome ſaid, What will 
this Babler ſay ? other ſome, He ſeemeth to be a 
ſetter forth of ſtrange Godds z becauſe he preach- 
ed unto them, Jeſus, and the Reſufre&ion : And 


they took him, and brought him unte Areopaguy, i 


ſaying, May we know what this new Do&rine 


- whereof thou ſpeakeſt i for thou bringeſt cer- 
rain ſtrange things to our ears; we would know 


therefore what theſe things mean ? werſ. 18, Ig,29. 
Therefore if ſuch things befal me, I ſhall uot be 
woved ; for if thus they deale with the preen Trees, 
marvel not they thus deal with the dry : Wherefore, 


Chriftian Reader, notwithſanding ſuch Ot-crics 


4s theſe, which probably thou mayeſt meet with, yet 


be pleaſed to read on, and conſider what « faid ; 


and the Lord give thee underſtanding in all things, 
that thow mazeſt ſearch the Scriptures, and try 1% 
ther the things afferted for trath be ſo or no ; for 
»o mor: i impoſed upon your Faith, than what evi- 
dence of Scrip:ure doth demonſtrate to be the Faith 
of Feſus, and of bus Eleft; and if any Fathers in 


"-owr-Liracl ſhall ſay, To whar purpole 15 this waſte? 
© Preathirs dqubilefs kyow therr Duty well ennugh, it 
= " | R 
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Anſwer theſe over-wiſe ones wn the language of Job. 


'No donbt bur ye are the People, and witdom tha 


die with you, Chap..12, 2. ' Yet bear with me to 
(ew my Love to Chriſt, and offer my Mite to you, 
rewembrivg what Paul ſaith, And if any man 


think that he knoweth any thing, . he knoweth no-- 


thing yer as heought to know, x Cor. 8, 2. And 
of you know theſe things already, O bow bappy ſhall 
hoth you ad 7 be, when we ſhall-be found doing the 
things we ſay we know, and are bere revealed : And 
&s for others, (or our Hearers) know, ſo far «as 
the Work, called for it, they are not forgatten; but 
remember, that the mare fob the Preacher lives up 
to bis Duty, 'the more the People will be furthered 


in their Duty, Preachers being not only nominally ' 
called Stars and Shepherds,' or Biſhops and Fa: hers, - 
. but alſo they gwght wirtilly to be Lights in their Cane 
dleflickz, Shepherds feeding of their Elocks, and- 


Fathers laying np and laying out for their Childres, 


* # the Lord teacheth, ſaying, Ye are the Salt of the 
Earth burif che Salc have loſt his ſavour, where- 
' with ſhall ic be ſalted ? - Ye are the Lights of -the 


World; a Ciry ſet upon a Hill. which cannot be 


' hid : Neither do men light a Candle and pur it un- 
_ der a Buſhel, but on @®Caudleftick, and it givech 


light unto all that are in the Houſe, Let your 
Light ſo ſhine before men, that they may fee your 
good Works, and glonfie your Father which is in 
Heaven, Mat.Fy. 13, 14, 15, 16. But if yotwith- 


ftanding what bath been ſaid by me, my Motbers 


Children, and Elder Brethren will jtt be angry with 


we; 1 will reſelve not to paſs for Man's Day, on9 


be angry with the, or 10 return evib for evily. or 
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- were wel of others knew theirs better. I fhall-only 
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railing for Spa {as pray for thews, with boly Ste: © 

phen,end er3,Lord, lay.noc ctus fin to their charge, 

Alts 7. 50- LOR 
My end and ground, both in Preaching avd Print« 

3”g theſe Sermons, Ws an inward motion to follow 

the movings and workings of the Spirit upon my 

Soul, in conformity to thoſe I read of in 2Per, 1. 

21. where it ſaid, Holy Men of God ſpake as 

they were inoved by the Holy Ghoſt : *Tw rr8th, 

a b«th been already owned: When theſe Sermons 

were Preachtd, I thought not of Printing ; but finch, 

bring called upon fo to do, I judged it my duty, Cs 
one of Chriſt's Irving Creatures, ro walk, fereight*© 
orward whithey the Spirit was to go, and ot totnrks: 

* when going, EzK, 1+ 12. As for ny great" un= : 
fi neſs, yea. exceeding great unfitneſs F- ſuch a, © 
work, 1 profeſs I am not unſenſible of it, nenthbiy |; 
ſhall be. aſham:d to own it to any that hall objett it \ 
ye! notwithftanding,” ſince God deſpiſeth not the day 
of ſmall things, and will accept of what a man hath, 
ard not of what a max hatb not, whereforg I gm re-« 
oleed to be found, faithful, as becorts bim that ts 
s Stward, not forgetting what the Lord ſaid ts 
Ezekiel, Son'of Man, I have made thee a Watchz 
man unto the Houſe of Iſrael, therefore hear the 
Word at my Mouth, and Five them warning from 
me, Chap. 3.17. The Style low, and the Me " 
thod plain, and the Argument ſomewhat bold and 

* empartial; wonder not at it, ut being moſt like him 
that did it, even one who was reſotued tobe one of 
Paul's Scholars in thus Work ; to wit, Not to come 
© you with excellency of Speech, or of Wiſdom, | 
declaring unto. you the teſtimony of God; tor I 
determined not to know ary thing among! you, | 

oy k \ ſave 


s = . 
— 
F 
' - \ * 
: Ka 
SV) 
. 


y dhe... by LE 
: =” - = b PR LS » 
4. t- * 28 TR. N 
X : 7 ws d 4.4 ® / bs 
Md bat AST F *& 4 
»Þ d E ? « So. , 
LOR EC : 4 
- wy k 
, \ 
*” ; 
Ww- : 
"i " 


could bave. profited none, who-ever it might bavg 
pleaſed. If uny think \due reſpeft bath _— ſuffices 
ently been ſhows to Superiore, let me ſa ro ſach, 
mJ ain and urmoſt endeavour bath been, not to offend 
a. ' d 

things which are Celar's, thongh to God the gf 
that are God's': Aud this I bave done, fo far ax t 


8 without ſon or ar Wherefore UoNGdts 


to 


.and the ſcorvers delight in {cqgning, and fools hate 


ſons, Rev. I8. 4. 
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ſave Jeſus Chriſt, . and him crucified, 3 $2 


X 


.  Savely plairneſs mill bure - binder 43 
bagh. eugene] end ſeri might, hong 


o 


over-look, ſuch, but to: give wo. Celar 


fe peruſe, ſoberly and. throughly, theſe lines 5 
nd know bere i Milk, for Babes,and Provger Mew 


or. ſronger Ones, , And let me. tell you, Gd i 
w_ -— to" youly and ſajing to -J0u as of vid, 
| —_ ys ſimple ones, will ye love fimplicicy 2 


knowledge ? Turn you at my reprodf ;, behold I 


will pour out my Spiric unco you,and make knowir” 


my. words unto you, Prov, 1. 22,23, 'Ti now 


you, dey of | Grace, Ps ( briſt # woving all bis 


People to come ont of Babylon ; but if ye will not 
hear, and fear, and repent your ſelves, ye muſt bt 
ſure to partake of ber judgment, as well 4 of ber 


or Tdolatry, or Will-worſhip, or mens invention in 
God's Worſhipa [mall fin; but remember that dread- 
ul word, Oo we provoke the Lord? are we ſtronger 


| than he? (O no) be not deceived, God is nor 


mocked, for whatſoever a man ſoweth, char ſhall 
ke alſo reap, 1 Cor. 10, 22, Gal. 6, 10; Ebere- 


be not cxreut 
Diſcipline or 
'» 


fore do __ partially in the matter of Religion 5 


O! do not think Superſtition, | 


i} about Dolirine, and careleſs about - 
harch wayes , be n#t firift for _ | 
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» , and wake no C »{Citnu an | , Table- 

| anlp-Duties but alſo look wel h jour publick-tor- 
8 vv or brag walking with Feſus Chriſt in bis Pub. 
*  _ fick-Wearſhip. | SEN FX The v1 Mb. a 2 
» - "Such This as theſe, Chriſtian Readet, ar# an 
Ws this little Treatiſe Fſented to rthyvwrem and confide- 
Fition; be pleaſed to'fakt no' bing in the evil or worſe 
but ts this haſt all from love, ſo let ti love 


feriprion upon it ;* and with thy Mantle of Li . 
ver all thou metteſt with of humane. frailty MAnd 
| if bj ab, or any thing btriin preſentts to thet, thou 
—.' Frapeſf anjreal benbfir profit, I requeſ} you zo gve 
$4 God all the tory, ard ſay. Of hun, and through 

Ea+ him, and to Low, are all things, to. whom be, gloty 
' for evier;;, which #6, *and ſhall be,. the earneſt prayer 

of bits who 19, and will remain thine to ſerve thee, © 


Dag CY . & I” 


ts all thit tarries Chriſt's Image and per | 
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The Wiſe Goſpel-Pzeacher's 
Pzaile and Pzactice, 
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ECCLES, 12, 9, 10, II, 


9, Moreover, becauſe the Preacher was Wiſe, " 
be ftill taught the People Knowledge ; yea, | 
| be gave good beed, and ſought out, and 
| - ſet in order many Proverbs, 
| 10. The Preacher ſought to find out accepta- 
| GleWords, . and that which was written 
; Tas upright, even words of Trub. 
: b 1, The words of the Wiſe are as Goads, and 
! as Nails faſfined by the Maſters of 4ſſem- 
| blies, which are given by one Shepherd, 


i Na@pIOlowmen the Wile is declared to be 
Wl. the Compoſer of this Book, and 

ic may probably be the laſt he 
| wrote, the which I ſhall not po- 
fitively determine, nor whether 
theſe three Verſes be his, becauſe 
nt they ſeem more probable to have 

een wrote by his Hilhorias, or that hand which 
ommitcted chis Book to the Churches Treaſury, W. 
Þather thanby. himſelf, and are part of the con» 4, 
B clafion © 


\ 
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cluſion of this Book, As to the Book it ſelf, I | 
ſhall ay nothing, .the words I have pitched upon, 
having no dependance upon any thing that wene 
before, unleſs co commend it, and incourage to 
improve it z becauſe both of the excellency of the | 
Preacher,and of that which was Writ or Preach'd. 1 
The words in general contain an account of an 
Accompliſhed Preacher, 

Firft, As to his Qualification, 

Secondly, Ag to his Work, AQ, or Diſpenſa- 
tion. 

Thirdly, The Bleſſing and Advantage of wg 
ing ſuch Preachers. But more particularly take 
notice of thefe things in theſe Verſes. - 

T. A Preface in this word 5 Moreover. 

'2, A Reaſon of what was'done'5 Browſe the 
Preather ws Wiſe. | | 

3. The Perſon ſpoken of; The Preacher.  , 

4. Thaz which is related or declared concern= 
ing him, and that in theſe Particulars, , 

Firſt, The At; his conſtancy in teaching, &c. 

"*Secondly, Perſeverance in his Work ;* He fil 
tanghe the People Knowledge. hs warinels: or 
circumſpeRiofifi inanaging this great Work ; Tea, 
he gave good bred, | <1 

Thirdly, His Diligence, Indaſtry, or Labori- 

ouſneſs; He ſoxgbt out : he did nor catch ap, or} | 
deliver anything but what he had ſought our, and 
found meer to be delivered, / 

' Fowithly, We have his Fidelity or PerfeRionin 
Preaching ; He did ſet i» order-naany Proverbs: He 
ſc in,not'out of God's, or due order, ns-Preach: 
ings or Praverbs, amplified in theſe words; 'Th 
Preacher ſought out acceptable words, But again 


| 
/ 
\ 
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ih the next place we have the Property or Excellen? 
cy of that which was-preached ar written, it we 
upright, Even words of Truth, 

Lafily, We have the Uſe, and Benefit, or Pro- 
perties of ſych Preaching and Preachers in theſe 
words; The words of the Wiſe are as Goads, and 
Ngils faſined by the Maſters of Afſpmblies, which 
are given from one Shepherd. | 

I fhall noc trouble you with the opening or 
clearing of any obſcurity in the Text at this time z 
but refer that till afterwards, where more conveni- 
ently I may diſpatch'ir 3 bat ſhall proceed to ſome 
Do&trines, or Concluſions hence obſervable. ' The 
firſt ig taken from che firſt word, or Preface, More- 
over. We may take theſe words not only litteral.. 
ly, as ſpoken of che-Typical Solomon 3 bur ay 
Prophetical, and pointing at a greater than Solo- 
$809, our Lord Jelus, That ſo ſpaky 4s never man 
ſpake, John 7446. And allo wemight eye theſe 
words as dogmactical, or inſtrufting what every 
Wie Goſpel-Preacher ought to be and do 5 whence 
we may collect thus —_ | 

Doct. 1. That the Lord is not ſparing or ſcant 


| in means of Grace to bis Church and People ; but 


hath provided, aud dath afford ther one; and ane» 
ther means of Belp, and advantage for Soul-Con+ 
eernments, _. "EY | 

God, as God, h#h in Mercy and Wiſdom 
dealt with be Second Creation and fiate of: Grace, 


4 as wich: the firſt Creation. In Nature he hath nor 


$ made fingle Fruits, Flowers, Plants, Grain, or 


Beaſts, Birds, or Fiſhes, but innumerable in nums. 


._ | ker, 'and manifold 'in kind ; eyen fo great variety 


d pleaty, that even the wiſeſt of Mcyaiiſts, or 
pen ag B2 '- 


_ 


$A. 


'4 The Golpel-Pzeacher's 


Naturaliſts fcarce knew what need or end there 'is 
even of. that variery'or plenty, unleſs to commend 
the. Creator. Men are often times at a loſs how to 
improve, and not deſpiſe that plenty : Even fo. is | 
ic in ſpiricual and ſupernatural things ; Men are fo | 
fully provided of them, that they even ſurfeit and | 
are wanton under God's Divine Ordinances and 
Proviſions of Grace, - as once /ſra#/ did of Manna; 
yer'it ſeems good to God, to have moreovers,and to 
miniſter himſelf in manifold wiſdom to his People. 
To inftance, thus God dealt with Iſrael 3 he gave 
. them not onely Moſes, but Aaron allo; not onely 
Sacrifice, but Circumciſion alſo z nor Circumcifi- 
on only, but the Paſſeover alfoz nor the Taberna- 
cle, but the Temple alſo 3 not onely Prieſts and |. 
Eevites, but Prophets and Nazarites likewiſe : 
That fo God might ſay as: Iſaiab 5.” What could 1 
heve done'more for my Vineyard, which I have not | 
done ? And this Fob tells you, Chap. 33. 14, IF- } 
; $0 Solomon 1n the oth of his Proverbs. Even fo | 
hath he done under the Goſpel, not tying us to a« 
| 


ny one Way or Means, but affords us various f | 
Means and Seaſons; We have the Heaven-and the } 
Earth declaring his Glory and'Handywork, Pſals | | 
19. Alſo we'have the Law and Starntes of God: | | 
m'his Scripture, which 1s able tro make the Man'of 
God wiſe unto Salvation, We have alſo the Law 
written in our+ hearts. We have Inſtruments 
without, and Inſtints within, We have the 
Word and Men without, and the Spirit within. 
We have Mercy and Judgment, all whiſpering to 
us, Fear ye the Lord. So that we may truly fay, 
God as well as Man hath his Moreovers. And we: 
ſerve not a hard Maſter, nor is our reproof and: 
$4. 6 | deſtruction. 
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deſtruion leſs than ſufficiently of our. ſelves. Now 
the Grounds and Reaſons why God walks thus to. 
wards his Pcople are briefly theſe, br 4135 

Reaſ. 1x. That the Glory of the Wiſdom, Power, 
and Bounty of God might the more gloriouſly 
appear, by the riches of his Liberality, and plen- 
ty of Provifions afforded to his People, Prov. 16.4, 
Rom.2.4. Epheſ.1.18, 19. Col.1,27. 

Reaſ. 2. God makes his Proviſions to be very 
large and plentiful, affording us woreovers, tothe 
end that we mighc with che more eaſe. and facility 
do his Will, and attain the knowledge and enjoy- 
ment of Salyation ; ſo 1ſa.28. 9, 10, 11,12, and 
this the Apoſtle ſeems to eye, As 17.30,31. And 
the Prophet Micab,' Chep.6.6, 7,8. . Chriſt ſaith, 
His Toke us eaſe, end bis Burthen light; becauſe 


| he affords light ſufficient to ſee ic with, and ſtrength 


enough to do what is required, and helps many to 
alliſt us; and rewards full, and tich. enough to 
quicken and he kak us. Bur again, > 

Reaſ. 3, The Lerd doth it to comply with our 
nature and frailry, which is not .ſo well ſatished, 
nor ſoeffeRually turthered or helped 'by one Way 
or Means, as by diverſity and variety, and: there. 
fore, vouchſafeth us bis Moreovers, 'or Line upon 
Line, and Precept upon Precept. | 

Reaſ. 4. And laſtly, It is ro flop the Mouth 
and leave filent and inexcuſable all negleRers and 
deſpiſers of Goſpel-Grace and Provifiens 3 fince 
God. can fay to. all ſuch, What weed [ bave done 
wore than what 1 bave done ? This God pleads for 
himſelf, 2 Chron. 36. 15, 16, and Luke 13. 7, 
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The firſt Uſe is of Information. » 

By way of Improvement or Applicatien briefly x 
let eli firſt admoniſh us to believe how inexculable 
picked and ungodly Men and Women are, who 
have God's overpluſes and moreovers ; I mean,that 
living under the light of the Goſpel among the 
Saings, enjoy ſuch means to better them, and 
change them ; —_—_ remain ignorant, profane, 
and/ angodly, Will not all this preſent favour 
and goodneſs of God to them, ene day riſtup in 
judgment againſt them, and be an aggravarion a- 
gainſt them, as. Paw! faith, Row, 2. 3, 4, 55 6. 
Oh ! ler ſach think ſeriouſly and timely upon two 
Scriptures, and I ſhall ſay no more to this Ule, 
Lak. 19.41, 42. Apd bank Was come near, be 
beheld the City, and wept over it ; ſaying, If thou 


Badft known, even thou, at leaft in this thy days the | 


— which belong wnto thy peace ! but now they 
are bid from thine eyes; compared with Heb; 6, 


4»5>6, 7,8. For ut is 1mpoſſuble for thoſe who were 


puce inligbrned, and have taſhed of the Heauenly 
Gift, and were maie partakers of the Holy Ghoſt, 
und baut tafied the grod Word of God, and: the 
Powers of the World to come ; if they ſhall fall 
away, to renew them again uno repentance; ſeting 


they crucified to themſelves the Sdn of God afriſh, 


and put binw'to an open ſhame. For the Earth which 
drinketh 1n the Rain that cometh oft upon it, and 
bringeth forth Herbs men for them by whom it us 
dreſſed receivetb bleſſing from God : But that which 


 beareth Thorns and Briars, u rejelted, and is UTLY 
| wuto cur fing, whoſe end 35 tb be burned. | 


Secondly, Caution, | 


; Secondly, Let ic be a word of Caugion to all of 
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Paiſe and Peadtice 7. 
us, -not to; be wanton, and deſpiſe; - and ſlight, 
God's woreovers,. or his overplus. kindneſles,” as L 
am afraid roo many do amongProteflors ar this 


| day # like wanton /frael, that deipiled God's Max- 
| ne, Numb; 11.:4,'5, 6. calling it; light Bread, 
Chap. 21, 5, Even faying as Chrift's Diſciples, 
| What need thjit waſte 3 Natth. 26, 8, Like unto 
| many now-adayes thatfay, Whac need {o much 
{ Preaching? Yea, Wharneed of ſuch long Preach-! 


ing ? Is not ſhorter Preaching better Preaching ? L 
beſeech you take liced of ſuch thoughts, leſt God 
takesaway our plenty,and give us ſcarcity enough 2 
Qh ler me perſwade ſuch wanton Chriſtians to rake 
the Counſel Petey gives to Simon Magus 5 Repent 
therefore of this thy wickedneſs, and pray God if 
perhaps the thought of thy beart-may be forgiven 
thee, Acts 8, 22,23, Oh Friends! take heed of 


| ſuch thoughts, of ſuch. vain, yea, vile thoughts, 


tor ſurely we are not grown ſuch quick Learners or 
good Scholars, or {o ſoon taught what the g00d 


| and perfect Will of che Lord 1s, as to conclude; 


we need few Preachers, . or litcle Preaching. Nei- 
ther is the Preaching of the Goſpel ſuch a meari 
Excellency as worth litcle more than to de deſpiſed 4 
or hach the Lord Chriſt given Gifrs ro men ia vain x 
Oh no; he that bach given Gifts to many, nor ta 
one,” he well kitew many Preachers gyere neceſfary, 
that by here a little, and there a File, by Line 
upon Line, and Precept. upon Precepr, becauſe he 
People are {o hard ro learn, 1a. 28. g. Therefore... 
che Lord hach' conferred upon. the Chuech diverſicy * 
of Gifts, thoughuhey procced from one Spirit : Hy * 
hath fet in his Chyrci not ogly Teachors, bu: Pros 
phecs allo 3 and d; re we Ce pile Praphets for ,Brow 
welt * Bg phcſyings, 
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phetfings, and ſay, What need have. we of the(® 
D 


ſtrations ? Hath the Lord given diverſly,as co 
egrees or Meaſure, to one three,. to another five 
Tallents, and ſhall he that bath received the Raft, | 
be thought unmeet to have the freedom to improye | 
his Meaſure for his Lords Honour, ar his Brethrens | 
Advantage ? or, where the Lord beſtows a larger | 
Meaſure, and his Servants are faithful in the- | 
Steward(hip . thereof ; dare any ſay the time is | 
waſte,and the Meſſage too long ? Not remembring, | 
that alchough he that can ſpeak but five words un. 
derftandingly, muſt be accepted ; yet he which can 
ſpeak ten, muſt not be muzled or reſtrained. 
Chriſt, and his Spirit, oughe to be free z Where. 
fore remember x 2 faying of Paul, Let no max 
blare ws in this abundance which is adruiniſtred by 
ws, 2 Cor, 8.20, . And to cure this evil, take this 
ſhort direQion, Be more ſenſible of your want of | 
the means of Grace, and more humble ſpirited, 
truly hungring and thurſting after Goſpel. Ordi+ | 
Nnances, 
Laſtly, Let it be a word of Exhortation, If our 
Means and Proviſiens be abundanc,and redundane, 
Jer not our fruitfulneſs be ſhorc, leſt whacr the Lord 
Jeſus ſaid ro Ferwſalem, he ſay to us allo, The 
Kingdom ſball be 'takgn from you, and given to « 
aug ry bringing forth the Fruit therrof, and be let 
out bis Vinejard to other Husbandmen, Matth, 25. 
34» 41, 43- with Heb. 6. 8. How dreadful then: 
will thy tate and mine be, to enjoy much means: 
| of Grace, and to:bring forth none. or lictle Fre 
by it: Oh ! conſider this all you ghat forget God, 
So much for the firſt Particular, or word in the 
Text, eAGoreners oo a pr lee g 
"WS LE Now \ 
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Now let us confider the nexe Particular, which 
contains the Reaſon of. what the Preacher ſaid or 
did, 'that is in theſe' words,” Becauſe the Preacher 
we Wiſe. 

Before I go furcher, Three things need ſome 
clearing or Expoſition, | 

Firſt; How this ſuirs wich ſome other of Scrip. 
ture-Expreſſions,. for Solomon to commend hunvlelf, 
or to ſay the Preacher was Wiſe, -or Painful, yea, 
Uſeful alfo. | 

Secondly ; What a Preacher is, or what this 
Preacher was: 

Thirdly; What this Wiſdom is that is. here 
ſpoken of. | | 
For the clearing of the firft thing, Though this 


"Book is Solomons, and bears his Name, and was by 


him Compoſed, yer is it not clear that this Copy, 
or theſe Words, were his own : But as Derrd and 
other Kings had their Scribzs and. Pen-men which 
did write tor them, and wrote afcer them ; even fo 
might Solomon, and doubtleſs had, as his Storyin 
TKings 4.3. compared with 2 Chrou.9,29, doth 
deelare. Ando though he did noc, yer they well 
mi$hr ſet him forth. But ſecondly, Although in 
moral reſpeas, and ar ſome time it is not fir for a 
man to commend himſelf,yer in two reſpeRts a man 
may (cheriey a Preacher) ſo do, - and be inno- 
eent in ſo doing « | Firſt, in caſe of ſcandal, he 
may vindicate himſelf from unjuſt aſperfion, agd 
reproach : So Sapwwel did ; the people had clouded 
and eclipſed his worthy and innocent Government, 
x Saw. 8. 4, 5. therefort, Chap. 12. he vindicates 
himſelf, $0 alſo did Jerewiab,:: Chap. 15. 10. 
S0/Pavl, in: 2. Cor1 10+ 3,7, Ton Chop. 12: po 
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that of Feb 29. Secondly, In furtherance of a 
man's Work or Imployment, a man may com- 
mend himſelf: So Pawt did, 2Cor. 2.' and in 
Gal. x. 12,to 19. with chap. 2. 6, 7,8,9, Am 
thus Nebewiab acted, in chap, 5, from verſ. 14, 
eo the cloſe of the Chapter. And thus I conceive, 
if Solomon did commit this to the Churches Trea- 
fory, from his own Hand or Pen, its this latter - 
ſenſe he might humbly and innocently'do it. Bur 
ona tne ſtick or obſcuricy may be from the 

ranflators ſo rendring the Words; for if the 
words be thus read, this difficulty is eafily avoided, 
and the ſenſe preſerved intire. Moreover, A Wiſe 
Preacher will fill give good beed, and (s it ſpea 
Duty, and not ColmaFaion. by 

Secondly, Let me a little open this Particular, 
What a Preacher is, or, this Preacher was that here 
15 ſpoken of, A Preacher is nor onely ſuch as are 
under Miniſterial Un&ion, or calling in Office or 
Miniſtry, Burt a Preacher 1s any, 'or every ſuch 


, Perſon or Diſciple of Chriſt that harh received . | 


.Gifrs of the Spirit co protic withal, and is able co, 
ſpeak a word in due ſeaſon to him that is weary,for 
Edification, Exhortation, and Comfort ; and theſe 
in Scriprure are called Prophets,” or Propheſying- 
Preachers, as in that of Ger; 20,7, x Cor, 124 
28. And ſuch a Prophertical or Propheſying- 
Preacher was Solomon, the Prefther in my Text, 
and not an Official, Ordained, or Miniſterial» 
Preacher, for ſuch were only ar thac time the Tribe 
of Levi, the High Prieſt, Prieſts, and Prophets 
Extraordinary, -Burthe Book tells us, this Preacher 
was by Office a Kihg,' not a Prieſt ; » he was onely 
s' Propher, or" Membtal. Preacher,” even' ſuch 4 
Fw” i | Preacher 


— 
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Preacher as that Church had many of, and any 
Brother or Member of that Chuirch, who was #. 
ble, though not ſo able, might as ſreely and as 
lawfully preach as Solomon, as that paſſage LAGs 
I3. 15. compared with Luke 4+ 16, 17. Te men 
and brethren, if you have any word of exhortation 
for the People, ſay on + And ſuch Preachers Moſes 
and Pax! allowed, Numb. 11.29, And Moſes 
ſaid, Envieft thou for my ſakes ? Wonld God that 
all the Lord's people were Prophet, and that the 
Lord would put bis Spirit upon them 3 compared 
with 1 Cor, 14+ 29, 34. Let the Prophets ſpeak, 
and let the other judge, for ye nay all propheſie one 
by one, that all may learn, and all may be comforted. 
Many other Teſtimonies may be added, but be- 
cauſe I ſhall ſpeak to this more hereafter, ler this at 

reſent ſuffice, , 

The thrrd thing to bt cleared 1s, What this Wiſe, 
dom is, or what is this Wiſdom that Solomon ſaith 
the Preacher had, and-what that Wiſdom i$- that 
every Preacher ought to have, that will thus wiſely 
or proficably Preach. Wiſdom, as Solomon phral- 
eth it, doth not onely excel Folly, Eccleſ. 2: x7. 
buc Wiſdom alſo excels Wit, Wit is a quickneſs 
or acateneſg of the Underſtanding to catch or ap- 

rehend chings by, But Wiſdom 1s that depth of 
Reaſon and Judgment, whereby Apprehenfions, 
Thoughts, Sciences, Purpoſes, and Buſineſſes are - 
begun and compleated, or are honourably, profita- 
bly, and regularly performed; A Fool may haye 
Wir, only a Wiſe Man can have Wiſdom, or earry 
on his Deſign or Buſineſs wildly. G43 

Bur ſtill the Queſtion is 4#hat #:iſdow that 3s 
that is bere Wenved of ? or 5s Prevobing Wiſdew, .. 


even 
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even that Wiſdom without which a man cannot be 4 
ent or proficable Preacher ? 
To which Queſtion I Anſwer firſt, Negatively, 
Tc is neither Moral; Natural, or acquired Wiſdom, 
as Languages; - Tongues, Arts, or Sciences : This | 
T not only affirm, bur ſhall alſo confirms though | 
| when all is done, nodoubtr, but ſo ſaying, may 
, make ſore maryel, and others be mad with me, as 
once the Silyer-Smiths were with Pax/z When he 
eryced down their Diane, by whom they had all 
their Wealth, as have the School-maſters, Tutors, 
Academiſts, Collegiats, Parſons, DoQors, Pre- 
lates, Popes, with all the refidue of that crue of 
.Ancichriſtian Clergy-men: But I am learning, 
.not to fear the faces of men, or reſpec theſe Per- 
ſons, bur make known the Truth as it is in Jeſus ; 
remembring what Zechariah ſaith'will be their por- 
tion, even every one to be aſhamed of bis Viſion, 
Chap. 13. of that Book, But affirmatively, I 
Anſwer, The reaſon why I affirm that chis Wiſ- 
dom before ſpecified is not the Goſpel-Wiſdom, 1s, *} 
Firſt, Becauſe God hath not ſer this Ax or Ham- | 
me? apart to do his or this work with, | 
_ Secondly, It is but a carnal natural Weapon, 
and is onely fic for carnal, natural, weak, and 
wordly Work, And for ſuch purpoſes, this 
Learning, Wiſdom, or Furniture 15 fic, or very 
uſeful ; but no more fic for preaching,or a Preacher, 
in order to preaching, than a Sword is to cut ones 
-Bread with, or a Plough to ride 'on, though for - 
pther uſes boch are proficable. Bur the Wiſdom 
abſolutely neceflary to preaching,or for a Preacher, 
4s Nivine Wiſdom, . which defcends from Aboye 
more aramegiately, and gomes from the, Father of 
F | / Lights, ; 
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| we ſpeak, not the words which man's wiſdow tegc 


Pzaiſe and Pzactice, rz 
Lights, Fames x. 5, 17+ and in Scripture. is : 
He, ! tion to / Wiſdom Arc grant ry 
x Cor. x, from 17 downwards, I wil deſtroy the 
wiſdom of the wiſe, and will bring to nothing the un- 
derſlanding of the prudent, Where 1s the Wiſe z 
where is x I Scribe ? where is the Diſputer of this 
World? Hath not God mads fooliſh the wiſdom of | 
this World? &c, $So chap. 2. 1,4, 7, 13. Bre- 
thren, when 1 came to you. I came not with excel. 
lency of Speech, or of Wiſdom, declaring unto you 
the Teſtimony of God 5 and my Speech, and my 
preaching was not with inticing words of man's wi 
dom, but in demonſiration of the Spirit and 
Power : Not the Wiſdom of this World, nor the 
Princes of this World, that come to vaught, but we 
ſpeak the Wiſdemg, of God, which God ordained be- 
fore the World uiſto our glmy. Which things al 


«th, but which the Holy Ghoſt teacherh, comparing 
ſpiritual things with ſpiritual : The natural max 
receiveth not theſe things, neither can be know thers, 
becauſe they are | amore diſcerned. And Peter 
tellsus, thac the Learned in the former ſenſe, but 
unlearned or illiterate in the latter ſenſe, are the 
Novices which do but wreſt and pervert the Scri 
eurez or the ſubſtance of all Scripture, 2 Per. laſt, 
verſ. 16. But more particularly,what this preach. 
ing Qualification or Wiſdom is, I ſhall hereafter, 
the Lord aſſiſting, diſcover. 

From the Perſon ſpoken of, and that which of 
him is ſpoken, let me note theſe Obſervations, © 

Doct. x, That Preaching by godly men, there- 
wnto gualifud, is God's Ordinance. 

VE + 


; . 


Secondly, 


14 The Goſpel-Pzeacher's 

Secondly, From the kind of Preacher that Sols- 
ox here ſpoke of, note, this Obſeryacion, 

DoR. 2. That Prophetieal Preaching or Pro. 
pheſying,by Members or Bretbren of true Churches, 
by wirtne of Gifts and Memberſhip, without CMini- | 
fry, 1s God's very Ordinance. Elle Solomon, how 
'wile ſoever, had finfully preached. ; 

Thirdly, Note, Dot. 3.' That ſsch, or fo 
many Brethren as bave Gifts and «Abilities thus to 
Preach, not 'ouely may, but are bound to Preach. 
Elſe Solomon had done more than his Duty, or 
-what he was not bound to 3 which is vanity in us 
ro imagine, for he had not been wiſe in ſo doing, 

- Fourthly, Note, Doct. 4. That every Geſpel= 
Preacher ought to be wiſe ; or that Grate and Sp;- 
ritual Wiſlom are the only Requiftes, and [» fficis 
ent for Goſpel-preaching, or Preabbers. 
. - To begin with the firſt of theſe, though the 
laſt of theſe is principally defigned 3 Note, Thas 
Preaching by Godly Men;therennto qualified, 1: God's 
Ordinance, For the proof of this, take theſe 
Teſtimonies, /ſa. 61. x, The Spirit of the Lord 
God is mpon me, becauſe he bath anointed we to 
Preach glad-tydings tothe Meth : He hath ſent me 
to bind «7 the broken-bearted, to proclaim liberty ta 
the Captives,: and the opening of the Priſon to ow 
that are bound, &:c, Fonab 3. 2, Ariſe, gowno 
Nineveh, that great City, and preach unto it the 
Preaching that / bid thee, Mark 1, 4, Fohn 
preached the Baptiſm of Repentance for the remiſſion 
of fins; with chap. 3. 14. Hy ordained twelve, 
that they ſhould be with bim, and that he might 
ſend them forth to preach, | Atts 5, 42. And dai« | 
ly in the Temple, and in every Houſe, they ceaſed | 


nw > Reo c& .X. tc fr Coe rl} Ar yo 


Pzaiſe and P:actice, tr5 
not to Teach and Preach. Feſws Chrift; and _ 
x0, 42. And be commanded wu to preach anto the- 
People ; with Rom. 10. 15. How 64n they Preach 
except rhey be ſent ? Many other Scriptures would 
give teſtimony ro this, wete not this that is offered 
ſufficient, But a little further, .to clear this by 
Argument or Reaſon, fince this, as every Truth, 
hath its Oppoſition or Oppoſers. 

"Reaſc 7. Had not this been God's Ordinance, 
that the Word by Men ſhould be Preached or 
Revealed unto men, the beſt of men would never 
have been found ſo ofcen, even in all Ages, tranſ- 
greſſing againſt che God of men, through preach- 
ing unto men ; but the beft-of: min have preached 
unto men. The — us this in Noeb's 
time, in thatthe was called a Preacher of Rogbte-- 
pwr 2 Pet. 2, 5. The like 7 fad of Abra- 
bam, Gen, 18. 19. where Abrabam's Teaching or 
Preaching, in and to his Houſhould, is made the 
reaſon of God's Preaching or Declaring to higa.the = 


| _ deſtruQtion of Sodew. The like we have in.chap, 


49. I, 2: So Moſes, Dent. 31. 1,2. withv. xp. 
compared alſo; you have it chap. 32.1. So did 
David, Pſa}. 40.9, 10. So Salomon, you have ir 
in the Text. So: Samwel in his firſt Book, . chap. 
12, 23. - Soin 2 ( bron, 17. 7,and 9 compared. 
And thus did the New-Teſtament Converts and 
Diſciples praiſe, As 8, 4. Therefore I con- 
clude, thar Preaching is, andever was, acknow- 
ledged God's Ordinance, 

Reaſ.” 2+ Had not Preaching been God's Ordi.. 
nance, though godly men mighc-have miſtook their 
Duty, yer the Lord Jeſus Chriſt would doubtle 
not have preached. But the Lord i Jeſus Chriſt 

{i Was 
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was a Preacher,and did frequently preach ; there- 
fore Preaching is God's Ordinance. That the 
Lord Jeſus Preached, is moſt evident, Mark 1. 14. 


with Luk, 8. 1. After John was pat in Priſon, - 


Feſms came snto Galilee, preaching the Goſpel of the 
Kingdom of God. He went Preaching, and ſhewing 
the glad-tydings of the Kingdom of God; and the 
Twelve were with bum, | 

Reaſ. 3. That which not onely Holy Men have 
approvedly done, and the Lord Jeſus himſelf like- 
wiſe did, but that which even Angels did teach, 
and commanded the Saints to do, that mnſt needs 
be owned co be an Ordinance, as appears Luk. x. 
26, to 37. Luk, 2.10, 11. Rev. 14. 6. 1 ſaw 
another Angel flie in the midſt of Heaven, baving 
the everlaſiing Goſpel to Preach unto them that dwill 
on the Earth, &c. 

Reaſ. 4. That which God hath in all Ages 
moſt abundantly ficted ſome men for, muſt needs 
be his Ordinance : Bur God hath in all Ages fitted 
ſome men for Preaching. Work ; therefore Preach- 
ing-Work is God's Ordinance. The proof of this 
lies moſt apparent in the firſt Argument, and is 
confirmed further to us, Pſal. 68. 11, The Lord 
gave the Word, great was the Company of them that 
publiſhed it ; compared with Epbeſ. 4. 8, 12. 
Wherefore be ſaith, when be aſcended up on high, 
he led captrvity captive, and gave gifts unto men : 
For the Perfefling of the Saints, for the Work, of 
tbe Miniſtry, for the edifying of the Body of Chriſt. 
Yea, he that ſaith, No man lighteth « Candle in 
vain, or to put st under a Buſhel ; Would not him-: 
ſelf light ſo many Preaching-Candles, or make 


fo 
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 Pareable £6 Preach, Mar, 28. ry. Go, and te4 


ſo many Preachers in vain, 3 -Preaching were not 
his Ordinance. - 
Reafſ.' 5. Satan and finners wotld never” have 
ſo oppoſed Preaching, had n8t Satan known that o} 
| Preaching was * God's Ordiftanee': Satan 'oppoſes 
| not fing/ no not the groſſeſt- wickgdnels ; butithe 
pureſt and 'the moſt powerfut Preachers and 
Preaching he hath'alwayes eagerly oppoſed 3 
wicnels eMical, Zicharia *-Feremh Peter, 
Panl; Stephen + And which of Chriſt's eminent. 
eſt Preachers*hath he' not” perſecured ? * witnels 
Als 13.49, 50, And the Word of the Lord'with 
pthliſhed throughout all the Regions ; bur the Few! 
ftirred up the devout and honourable” wed the 
chief Men of the City, and 'raſed perſecution 
gaivſt Paul and Barnabas, and expeled then” out of 
their Coaſts ; compared with Afts'z7- and Rev. 
xr. Yea, our own Times witneſs this,how much 
the deſign of the Devil and' his Creatures is'ro'ob« 
firu&t and hinder the * | Pteaching of the 
Goſpel : Like the Mi pF ſpea 
is; þ6- Who beth k;lled the” Lord Feſus 41 4 
e pevſernted os, forbidding 


own Prophets, and: | 

1 to ſp1ak to the RNS: they might be ſaved, 
to iy wy fins ; for the wrath ts cos 

fo 198 


Reaf.” 6. 1 might add' chat which not onel y 
$64 Mei! ve both practiſed, and been rerſoinichd 
for 3 yea, the Lord himſelf, and Angels bave 


prad iſed' and'Preached to us, as our Work, that 
muſt nteds'be God's Ordinance 5 but this borh 
Chriſt, and his Apoſtles have taughe and injeyned 
us: Therefore to Preach is tHeir Duty, as th 
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-all Nations 5; with 2 T, 710. 4. 2. -Preach the Word, 
be inſtant in ſeaſon, out of ſeaſon, reprove, rebuke 

| exhore with all long-ſufferir g and: Doftrine, with ' 
B 2 Pet, F. I, 2, 3, 4* þ. £697 >31y ff 

þ E 44 Firſt Uſe of Reproof. | 

© But now by way of :Application, this may ſerve 

for: conviction or confutation of all {ach ſenſual} 

finfal, anti:{criptural-men, as deny the Preaching * 

f the Goſpel to'beGod*s, or a Divine Ordinance Þ * 

| urns, aipetry. defign to' advance their ho} | 
 mnouror profit-in the World. Do not ſome, thaiff © 
' would not bethought co be ſmall Fools; ſpuri aff 

Preaching as necdlels, uncertain, 'mens pride ? Dal © 
not.men fay, What carthe Preachers tell us, but 
what they have told us, and what we know al4" 
ready ? Nay,” are there not ſome; even too many : 
4 
4; 


whoſe pride . wil not ſuffer them co own the 
Preaching.of' the Word ? To theſe let me ſpeak 
that word of Solomon, Prov.'x, 22, How long, 
efrmple ones, will y6 love fimplicity ? and ye ſcorye 
delight in ſcorning, aol: bate knowledge ? C 
"char ſuch that prelume to'queſtion this undoubted 
Fruth-of God, Preaching, "even by'men chr 
- to quabfied, to be God's Ordinance ; becauſe men 
thafPreach are nor, nor ought to prerend to be i 
fallible, would but conſider this , Are tlic fic on 
Preach to you fallible,igtoranit, ſhallow things, inf: 
things -of Religion, -but who are infalltble 2 Dit 
mot Paul, thatgreat Light, ſay,' Th& be knew 6 
in part, and propheſied but in part? Yet was ad 
. micted to be a-Preather in full, or a: Preacher ally 
. . worth hearing, What theſe ſay, argues no moreÞ* 
#zainſt Preaching," than for a Scholar to fxy, M 
Maſter is not a Scribe or Teacher in perſe&ione* 
| there” 


therefore I will xn Bo tiw;" Yer. 
very able ro teach! the Scholar har bd tarki nor 
yet amed.,. ! Even (o' may anithpetfet Preacher 


| be very fufficitur co teach vaki Atl perfet? "Ghivl2 


01 
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F tual Preacheisteach i is intathble ce 3*aiſth you Hearets 


J and 6 defect will be theirs, vnot yours.” Ely 


| pF therefore that the) bid janÞ@fetvep! 
| and do, &C, oO > © ivz:Mh rpm Ha 


gof Chritt's Treaſbry4 in theirtax 


. odo, whe! 


{han. | Fx. TH > If Þ 


Secindlj ” Thoupti the beſt of. Preachertarey/1 
may be,inſomethings fallible;much of  wharSpighs 


prove all chings, retulc aa hors hold faſt ity 
that whichis good, : 17 54 6d 
And thirdly, Though Preavitery prech pron | 
or tfiay {o db, yer hear GoſpelPreachers ar 


will evidence pride 'in you hos xo Hear Fich whowl 
Wc, appointsthat you ſhvulg | 443 3 Mat 
2. The Schibe and: P har i{a62'ijir ” MoſtsCBL 


C 


Faurtbly; Are they covecous: of: your, Meoybiny, 
be you never the lefs coycroug, yeay! rages" 
emember Solamin's CounſelynB tbe T:arh;, mid. 
ell it not; atfe Tiſdom, Inf 0, aud-Htader, 
Pending, Prov, 23427. at irpſo daing, you'ſhall 
at moſt but do as every wiſe: Merdhant-raar-ought. 

& had. hag one Peart of greac prigrt + 
went. a d- all charhe:had;-and boughe: ty 
EP» ws P-7 } & 2 1905 © 5+, 
Fifibh, Do. you know: aforedand, wrt” 
Preachers will or can cell you, .'whiich is bows 
you know yet ? Hear then, for-ifchty 'caw' reli} 
ou nonew things, they can rellwhar you-ſhonld 


Fo lo wigh old things H they carl tell you SAke#? 


re 


ps, they can cell you what youthould dauiblat 
C.2 ob 


| preſent Trath : Tea, I think it meet, as long 
a [ am in this Tabernacle, to ſtir up your pure 
minds, by putting you in remembrance. Oh there. 
fore. receive and .confider this reproof, ah How 
ws, je Sons of Men, will ye_ turn my Glory into 
£ ? How long will ye love tanity, and Holes 
«ſing, or lying Arguments? *And conſider what 
the.L ord faith co ſuchas you are zO Generation ! 
thaimvord of the Þord - Have I bren a Wilder- 
wato Iiracl? « Land of darkneſs. Wherefore 
my People, We are Lords, we will come no more 
ante: thee? Jer. 2. 3. And. to. conclude this 
Uſe, think upon that Scripture, Pſal.50,22. Con- 
fer this,. je. that: forget God, leſt be tear you. i» 
proces; and there be none to delrver you. 
tft. Second Hſe of Reproof. | 
' 'Fhis reproves ſuch as own Preaching, yet op- 
peſe it; and theſc are not mean illitexgte, but glit= 
eering, potent, even learned Enemjes @the preach- 
ing of the Goſpel; a Generation that are pure ir 
their own eyes, but are not waſhed from their 
n filhineſs, Prov. 30, 12. Theſe are ſuch ch: 
: with Preachers, and Goſpel-Preaching, 
once he. did with Feremuab, of whom we read cb; 
32-3. where we have it, that Zedekjab, King of 
Jadab, had ſhut him up, faying,: #herefore d: 
; | 


the 
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| Now g') write it bef '=y them 1 1 4 Table, and nots ;Þ 
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Sinners cannot induri for. God's Mini 


' fay, Thus faich the Lord. Thug dealt cho ID 


Amos, which ſaid, O thow Seer, go flee Th 
into the Land of Judah, ant there eat Br 
Propheſie, but Propheſic no mare at Bethel, re 
w Kis 's Ch pel, and it is the Kin Corr Ai 
grow ſuch Goſ Toad 
bur F: Je Thy ewo laſt Verles of Chg Ts 
and tremble, and not any more oppoſe and 
cure the Goſpel; and the faithful Paacheranfeneor 
It is neither mens greatneſs in ret, Lk 
lency of Parts pile hen from Gol 
ful diſpleaſure, exce 
great is $ErY fin, RT aw how exeuſable W Fa 
one day be, that ea love to Chriſt, and 
friendſhip ro the Goſ yer forbid: the 
Preaching thereof ! Thele are Roach of a double 
die, and ir were well chat they wouldall view and | 
conſider what Pax! faith concernins them, 1 x Theſ. 1:4 
Re F br be [Ed to Tags to he Gentiles, that 
t mipht be avea, to wp 1 ar fi 
fer the Bah is come wpon rh the ond fo Tk 
1s nor onely a crying, but a filling fin. 'Sure, the 
fins of the Romiſh Prelates and Powers, is foll 
near the uttefmoſt, that have fo long” perſecuted, 
cnling God's faithful Labourers to Preach the 
ſpel of Chriſt. I ſhall only offer one Saripritre 
to ſuch mens conſideration, and fo leave them'ug- 
der this reprook, Iſa. 30. 8, gy 10, 11, I2, 13. 


3n 4 Book, that it ma or. Go ie as or evtr 
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Gi oy dtcects;; get ye ont 0 


Per jak af t of. the path ; 3 cauſe the boly 
Du: Ng to 'ce lo from, before us. Therefore 
YBits [aith the buly Ove of Iiratl,' Becauſe ye de+ 
Ppuſt,th "pelo "and truſt in aha 101 and. perverſ- 
4 +, ak ant" faysberen - Therefore this1 Pt ok ſhall 
e niito. Jouf a4 gbreach ready to fall, ſwelling ont in 
= þ wall, whiſe Lreaking "7 ſaddenly at an 

ed, be ſhall break, " on the breakin of 4 
Puig Vaffe t of 7 Broken 1 1 preces, be ſhall not 
fare, 24h there, ſhall not be» found, in the burſt- 


cake water withal out of the Put. 
'' * Third ſe of Reproif. 

A third Uſe df Reproof;from this conſideration, 
that Preaching of che: Word is God's Ordinance, 
Thalf be; £0 reprove all ſuch Preachers of the Go- 
ſpe,” as though nor* forbidden of men. yer forbid 
themſelves, 'and ne$le& this ſo great a Work, and 
Otdinance, as the Preaching of the Goſpel. Such 
idle Drones among: the Bees, had need conſider 
that word 1 Cor,'g. 16. _ For thou b I Preach the 

| Goſpel, I bave nothin to gan, 
{aid pon me, Jed, wo A unto me if of Preach not 
the Gofpel': and woe will be unt ſuch as are able, 
ws may may, bur do not preach che, Goſpel. Yea, 
ough meri did” forbid, yer woe unto him chat 
will be forbidden by any ſort of men, and doch not 
faichfally and tully preach the Goſpel. Such ſlee- 


Fl do got as the good .Pregcher did 'in\my. Text, 
ang every 8 800d Preacher F the World ought r9 


47. do 
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þ (aq to th Seers, See not; ado the. 
5 he "not into w right things ; ſþe 
og: 


CI wa a Bred to taks fire from the hearth, 


for nece([ ty i : 


py » idle, timerous, ” or unproficable Preachers, 
th 
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do, - that is, -To' give good beed, and dzligently (6 . 
A CO nt ee ae a 

all not enlarge upon theſe mens - 
hoping that a. word to the Wile will be ſufficient, 
which every Preacher (as may. Text impligs) ought: 
| robe. Butto them, or ſo.many Preachers of the + 
» | Everlaſting Goſpel as are otherwile ſpirited, I would 
| | commend a Scripture or two to their confideration. 
: | Thefirſt is,» #0 to the idol Shepbeard, that leaveth 
F 
j 


# . 
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the Flock, the Sword ſhall be upon his arm, and up- 
on his right eye ; bis arm ſhall be clean dryed up,and. 
hi right eye utterly darkned : But why, O Lord ?; 
Mark, Betauſe be. hath not viſited theſe that be cut 
> | off, neither doth ſeek, the young Ones, nor S486 
| 'F that which is broken, nor feed that which ſiandith. 
| fill, but doth cat the fleſh of the fat, and tear ther, 
| claprin preces, Lach, 11, 16, 17, with Excke 33» 
4 435- © Ifracl! thy Prophets are.as the Foxes m 
| the Deiſarts ; yea, have not pone up wntothe Gapsy 
niither made up the Hedge for the Houſe of 1litacl, 
| ta fland in the Battel_ in the Day of the Lord ;, 
| therefore hear what the Lord ſaith, . verſ. 9. They. 
ſhall not be in the Afſemblies of my People, nenther 
ſhall they be written 4 the writing of the Hauſe of 
Iſrael ; and ye ſhall know that 1 am the Lord. 
| Fourth Uſe of Reproof. 
But a fourth. Uſe. of Reproot/ 48 co ſuch, .and ſo 
many as own and acknowledge..the preaching of 
the Goſpel to. be. the Lord's Ordinance, and. yet. 
make not due and ſugable improvement of it, God 
will one day ſay to theſe,” withour repentance, as 
to thoſe of old ; Foraſaruch 4s this people: draw 
near.me with ther myth, and with their lips 'do 
boner me, us have remvved their heart far from 
C 4 me, 
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we,. and their fear to me ® rvgbe by the precepts 
of wen : Therefore bebold, 1 will proceed to do @ 
marvellous werk:, and « wonder ; fer the wiſdom of 
the wiſe wen ſhall periſh, and the wnderſtanding of 
the prudent men ſhall be bid, 1a? 29. 13, 14. 
'There are two forts of perſons co whom this Re- 
proof belongs : - - 

Firſt,- Such as are careleſs in being the Word 

Preached. 

'Secondly, Such as are careleſs of Fro of chats 
which by -& preaching of the Word they ar 
tayghe they ought to do, as well as know. 

And I fear, how. many ſoever there may* be 
found under the firſt Reproof, or of the fiſt ſort, 
rhere*are yer many 'more of the latter ſort, even 
forgetful Hearers, deceiving theix own ſouls, 4--y 
2.22, 25. Firſt, Such ſleepy, worldly, car 
z1dle perſons, chat "ſeldom can find time, and: 
ſeldom find an heart to come to hearing of the 
Word preached ; z 'though God bring it even tothe 
doors, yet they can ſcarce move their feet over the 
rhreſhold-to come to it 3, but cry out, Whar need 
ſo -miich expence of time, or attendance upon. 
Preaching ? 'or elſe eomplement over” their negleR, 
as thoſe did that were invited tothe Feaſt ; make 
light of theſe opportunities or invitations, and cry, 
Pray you hav! mt excuſed, I have bought 4 piece of 
Gran, 4d I muſt needs go ſee tt. And another, 

have bought prot and I muſt needs go prove 
chew. And a third: fort, 7 Rave married 4 Wife, 
dnd thereforg I cannat come, Luke 14. 15, 16, 
17,18, 19, But will theſe excuſes ſerve to leave 
fuch ren excuſable, thar negle& or omitto come to 
che hearivg of the Goſpel, Oh no! mark the cloſe 

of 
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of, theſe NegleQers work ; When the King beard 
thereof, be 14 wrath, and be ſexy forth bis Armies, 
and. deftrojed thoſe Murderers, and burnt up their 
City, Mar. 22,7. And therefore remember, . | 
che Goſpel be hid, it is only hid this day co ſu 
as periſh, 2 Cor. 4. 3» | 
 Fifeb Hſe of Reproeof. + 
Bur laſtly, and moſtly, This Doctrine reproves 
all ſuch, hoW: great Hearers foever, as are at High 
eſt bur Hearers, nor Doers of that they hear. 
Thongh i is good co hear, yer *tis not good tahear 
and not to practiſe ; it is bad nor to hear, but is 
worſe not to praiſe, * That Servant muſt be bea- 
ren with many ftripes, chat knows his Maſter's 
Will and doth it not, Luk, 12.47, Not the 
knowers, but che doers of the. Word ſhall be bleſ- 
ſed, Fobn 13, 17. Oh! let fuch pervertcrs. of. 
this ſo great and bleſſed an Ordinance, as is the 
Preaching of the Goſpel, Conſider, God will 
one day'come, and call for an account of all the 
Sermons you have heard, and ſee what Fruic you 
bring forth, whether Fruic to Him or to your 
ſelves : And-then will he deal- with unfruictul 
Vines, barren Fig-rrees, and unpractical Hearers, 
as with. thoſe we read of 1ſ. 5. 5, 6. Hoſ. 10. 
1,2, 3- with Heb,,6, 7, 8, Oh! iris no ſmall 
fin, and ſhall have no ſmall puniſhment-ro be an 
ucipraQtical Hearer of the Word, and peryerter 
of this ſo. great an Qrdinance. 9 —"—\_ | 
, Buvchis may ſuffice for that firſt Uſe, to, wir, a. 


Ute of Reproof. 


The 
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2 52 Vo ſecend-Uſe is of Vindication. + 


The next Uſe of this Point, ſhall be for Vindi- 
gation or Juſtification of all ſuch as are faichful, 
ainful, diligent Preachers of the Goſpel ; who, 
LD Preaching of the Word is God's. Ordi- 
nance, do Preach in ſeaſon. and our of ſeaſon, 
whoever forbids or {ayes to the contrary ; ſaying, 
as once Peter and | Foh» did, whethty it be right un 
the fight of God to bearken unto you more than un- 
to God, judge ye: For we cannot but ſpeak, the 
things which we bave ſcen and beard, Acts 4. 19, 
| 20, Where men have nor ſufficient power to com- 
wo mand, it can, be no finithere not to be obedient. 
| So here, theſe knew neicher this Council, nor any 
were from God jntruſted with any ſuch power, as 
to forbid or hinder the Preaching of the Word ; 
therefore (uch Commands neither ought or need to 
be obeyed. Even ſo at this day, ſhould the" able 
Spiritual Preachers of the Word hold cheir peace, 
becauſe men, even any ſort of men, forbid them, 
or command them ſo to do; the very Stones in the 
Streer, and the very Aſhes of theſe Apoſtles, might 
cry oat againſt-chem, and (ay.,in the words of the 
Text 5 Whether it 1s right to obey God or. Mun, judge 
ye. Oh! ic will one day be dreadful, preferring 
Man's Cammands before God's Commands, when 
God ſhall viſic for this holding-the Truth in un- 
righteouſneſs, according to that expreſſion, Sox of 
Man, 1 bave ſet thee a Watchman unto the Houſe 
of Iſrael, therefore hear the Word at my Mouth, and - 
give them warning from me; When 1 ſay unto the 
wicked, Thou hal ſurely die, and thou gone 
. bi 


om. * ae was; woe, nd. ag 25 Im. It 0 


L 

: ens —. ade tl 27 
bi warning, nor. -{ptakeſt tothe wicked : Oh! 
nut Nor Sets warn the wicked from bis 
wicked way, to ſave bis life, the ſame wicked man 
ſhall dit in bis inaquity, but bu bloodwill I require 
at thy band, Ezek. 3.17. Oh! isnot this a ter- 
rible word+to all ſilenced Preachers this day, that 
haye learned to be filent at the word of a man, and 
ler the' wicked go without warning from chem, 
forgetting what God faith, Who art tho that thou 
ſhouldeſt be afraid of a Man, and the Son of Man, 
that ſhall be made graſs, and forgetteſt the Lord 
thy Maker ? Ia, 5. 12, 13. Therefore let ſuch 
be this day cleared, and acquitted, as innocent, 
and approved with the Lord, as have not in ſuch a 
day as this made the Commands of God of .none 
efle& through mens traditions, but, like Lews, 
have ſaid to their Farther and Mother, I bave- uot 
ſeen bim, neither did he acknowledge bus Brethres, 
nor knew bis own Children ; for they have obſerved 
thy Word, and kept thy Covegant, Deurt. 33.8. 
Oh ! when-ever you hear thoſe Standard-bearers 
taxed, who have not fainted nor feared in ſuch a 
day as this, bur have bumbly ſaid, Shall ſacb 4 
man 4s I flee? Shall fuch a man as I, whom Jeſus 
Chriſt hath anointed and called to Preach the Go. 
ſpel, ſhall I be dumb and filent? I will not, I may 
not, I dare nor be filenr, Oh ! vindicate theſe,and 
when railed upon for faCtion, folly, 'and diſobe. 
dience ro Authority, pride, paſhon, and the like ; 
Oh! then ſay asot old, David in a like caſe ſaid, 
Is there not a cauſe? x Sam- 17.29, And you 
Worthies of 1ſrael, be incouragedfrom the Word 
of the Lord, Thow therefore gird up thy lojus, 
gud. ariſe, an ſpeak, unto them all chat 1 A I 
| thee ; 
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thee before them, Jer, 1. 17. So much for this Uſe. 


The third ſe it of Exhortation. 


A third and aſt Uſe is for Exhortation ; Firſt, 
To Preachers, 'who are incruſted 'with chis great 
Ordinance, and have thisgWord of Life in theſe 
earthen Vellels, Be faithful in che improvement of 
this great Ordinance. , | 

- Secondly, Let it ſpeak, before we part, a pou- 
1ng-word or two to you that are Hearers. If the 
preaching of the Word be God's holy and precious 
Ordinance, then be exhortcd both to hear, and nor 
to deſpiſe him thar ſpeakech on Earth, nor negleR 
{o;greac Salvation, and alſo be cxhorted ro cake 
heed how you hear. 

"Firſt, Let the Pcexchers bf ithe Goſpel, T mean, 
ChrilP's Spiricual Preachers, not Man's empty or. 
dained Preachers,®who are crept into Miniſtry for 
a morſel of, bread z I ſay, to you that are Chriſt's 
Witneſſes and Preachers, preach the Word, bein- 
Rant in l{eaſon and out of ſeaſon; reprove, 'exhore 
with all long-ſuffering and gentleneſs ; ' becauſe 
Preaching is God's Ordinance, and' ſuch bright 
Lights were 'not inrended to be lighted in vains; 
It 18 oar. Lord's own expreſſion, Mat. 5. Men do 
not light their Candles co put under a Buſhel ; 
Then ler not glorious Lights be lighted in vain, bur 
| be diligent and laborious in this. fin-condemning 
and Soul-ſaving Ordinance, renjembring what Paul 
faith, x Cor. 4, 2, CMoreover, 3t is required in a 


Steward, that be be \fownd fairbful ; it will one 
day be required : Therefore in this day m_ 
| . , m5 
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eand P2arkice, 29 
"has given os Talents, which 
$ and wiſdom 'to improve, do, 
to our ſhame andylaks, . recal- them, and take 
them froin us, and give them to him chat hath jm- 
oved, Matth. 25. 28, 29, 30. Bur becauſe 1 
Fhall have occaſion to ſpeak more to this hereafter 
IT in anocher Particular, I (hall fay no more to: this 
of part or branch of 'this Uſe at this ime, bug ſpeak 

"'f. a few words to the ſecond branch, which is ; 
: If Hearing be God's and not Man's Ordinatice, 
"| then be exhorted, you that are or ſhould be Hear- | 
© ers, to take heed how you hear, for God takes no- 
* | tice of you, both at Hearing, .and when you omit 
X and ncedlly riegleR to hear 5 for he will not ter 
bisName or Ordinances be-taken in vain ; Exgd, 
"| 20, 7, Remember thar Text, Eccleſ. 51. 1. Take 
herd to thy fort, when thow goeſt to the: Honſe-of 
God, and be mare ready to bear," than. to. offer. the © 
Sacrifice of Faols, for they confider not that they do 
| evil. Men and Women muſt not-think 'tis hearing 
| of” men, . but bearing of God by men, og through 
men, it is not Man's Word,- or Ordinance, 'bue 
God's ; therefore take heed, flight 3t nor, dally 
not with it, the. God” of this moſt ſacred; Ordi. 
nance. will not bear it at your hands :- Hearkeu 
what God faith, 2' Chron, 24: ID. Yet be fent BW 
to them Prophets to brin them again untdtbe Lord, - 
and. they pet a aiek then, but. thyy would nec 
give.ear, aud the $ irit of the Lord came wpen Za | 
chariah the Son if Fehoiada the Prief, which ſtood. 
above the Peiple,. and ſaid unto them, Thu ſauh 
God, Why tranſgreſs je tht Commandment of the 
Lord, that ye cannot proſper ? becauſe 36 bave for: 
ſakes the Lord, be bath alſo forſaken. yuu : Come 
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 - pare with this, whiat you have! Mar: 23. 34, 35" 
om -and then corifider, if cher be*nor 73 bh 
teive this Exhortation,to tllggheed how you heat : 
Oh ! be not ſleepy, proud; unbelieving, forget- 
ful; unthankful, or unfruitful hearers ofthe Word 
of God ; for if the Lord" Jeſus, when he brought 
forch bur barley Bread, and ſmall Fiſhes, 'faid; 
Gatbey up thi Frapments, aud-ler nothing be loſt, 
do you think then he-will Tet ſuch precious Bread 
of Life, which none but the Sor? of Man can give 
youz' be loſt? Fobn 6. 12. " 13h oy 
- "Therefore to conclude, Take heed chat you de- 
ſpiſe nor him that ſpeaketh' from Heaven, . in' the 
Miniſtry of the' VYord. ' Confider it, and fee 
that you refuſe fiot him that ſpeaketh; For if they 
'  eſeaped Hit who- vefuſed bim- that ſpake on Earth; 
much more ſhall not me" eſcapr if we thrn away 
from him that ſpraketh from "Heavy, Heb. 22. 
25; Ol: therefore be ſwift to hear, though-ſlow 
£6 ſpeak $zain(t what you hear ;'- and /et every one 
that batÞ” ears 'tobrar, btar what the Spirit ſauh 
tothe Charcher, Jam. 5.19. with Rey.2.7, Thus 
much for this firſt Obſervacions: 7» 7/08 
D#8. '2.” That which I nored fromche opening 
of the words, was, The: Prophetical Preaching,or 
Propheſhing by Saints, or Brethren, by virtue of ' 
Gifts, fant Memberſhip, without Office or Miniſtry. 
tonferred upon them, "6, God s very Ordinance, and 
. a lawful way of Preaching, Elie" Solomon, how 
wiſe ſoever, had fintutly Freak ban 23) 253330 
* «Por the clearing of chis Trath;: coffider firſt: 
what, the: Scripture Ipeaks : to.'this point; Firſt,) 
 foſes that well underſtood the'Mind of God, was 
thus minded,. when he ſpake theſe words; Emmeſ, 
i, "4 thou 
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+2. fr _ the Mobs Lone 
hets, and that the Lord would 

Ihe 29; Twothi 
am oth note-here.. - 

_ coop Moſes did: notenvy or diſallow-the 
heck Fs or Min of  any-thar- the- Lord 
had-made able 3 and cherefore”purs' by the envy 
and ignorance of thoſe thac did, 'wych- this reply ; 
Envieſt thou for my (gke'? 2s if he had ſaid; you 
do cvilly and finfully M1 ſo daing. | 


this for #7 
people were P 
bi þ Sport nga 


'Secondly, Obſerve Mo oſes, how faithful ſoever. 


in the Houſe of God, - a Liſurparions and 
Innovations in the Church; ,yer allows and approves 
that any one, and every {ach one*thar- the /Loxd 
ſhould pur his Spiric upon and-make able, hight 
this do z even Prepheſie or Preach, +I would: all 
the Lord's People were Prophets; could, and would 
Preach, for I Gall not forbidthem, 

Ohjedt. x, But if any ſhall ObjeAz=and ſay, 
This not to:the thing in bad; For, firſt, theſe 
wart eminent E y 4 and | Officors,” or Rulers among 


the people, : "2 perſonr; or” ordinary 
Members 6 INT CE | pj 

r* ers Fhovuet "At by hat that theſe 
were luch, every part of the ſeventy, yet.gore;they 


wete , not preachung Elders. Secondly, »Neittier 
preached they. becauſe ſuchi or, ſuch, but becauſe 
they had the- Spiric, and chat moved, *and-allo 
filleFthem with matcer, :and gave chem utterance. 
Thirdly, - Neither+was chis ſeparation or potwing 
ourof A, Spirit menrioned werſ.” 17. rhe:Spirut 
of Freming Gifts, or Qualifications, but the 
- Spitic of -Rule a 

| conſidering what is offered *cwaSa portionicf Moſts 
| | Spirits 


3» 
- ras T3 
_ "7 
. - IJ 


nd Babb". as34 moſi clear; by” 


” "4 th 
*% Si _ FEW 1 -., b #4 "the. th - 
y X . vt _P RT a+ 4 T8) > 
on * 5 Ty % wry W . w " l 
. y © P # - , 
= > =», _w 2 - Y - 
> : 4 Fa £# 
af 's 


\ 4 

pe / , 
. 
$ = 


Spiric to affiſt Moſes, not 
actoiay'y rae ur-argdy "3 16 SED 
jeft. 2. But if: any hall objeRt to this tefſti- 


brought, becanſe this was extraordimary propheſy 
ing, andtheſe were immediate Prophets, and ang 
denary, of ſuch atthr Doltrine intends, . | 
- +Trauſmer, Frue it'is, theſe were extraordinary 
Perſons, but whether: thay Prophefying in- this 
place ſpoken of were ext 
Propheſying, .dothnor appear inthis, or any ocher 
place chae-I kiiow off - alchongh 1 acknowledge 
thereis ſucha kind of Propheſying: But however, 
this is clear from" this place,” That as many as the 
Lord will ſpirig, ot qualific, for one or ocher fort of 
Preaching, may, and bught to Preach': Elſe Moſes 
had'wiſhed coo much; 'and not anſwered the caſe 
propounded ; bur this may ſerve for this Obje&ti- 
TR | 
4 But "take, a ſecond 'V Yitneſs, which: you have 
_ 2:Chbrowe1n7; 7, 8,9, 10. where you find Fobo- 
ſent out AR ag aw ell» as his Prieſts 
and Levites, co Teach in'theL 
the fucceſ@' wis very I lf ; 
But mke /a third” V pd Sf 4+ x0, Ir. 
where we have the Apoſtle, nw 
bur alſo\provoking and enjoyning every man tht 
feateththe' Lord, to be w good Steward of the tma- 
nifald-Grate: 'of God 3 and he that hath received 


givech,” 250 


in Predching, bur in Rus 
A A” vb %. a& ® . 


mony, Thar it proves not thi'ving for which it | 


dinary Preaching ot | 


$of Fudab, and 


only allowing, | 


that'Gifc of: ſpeaking a word in ſeaſon; 1s to mini. 
Ker; and'to {peak according ro” that ability God | 


b- \i/Take:bur one more, 2 Cor. 14- 26, $3... where 7 
* _ . the Apoſtle allows; and diredts all the Prophewy 1 
b $60? ITS , 6 oz 4 
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fie: ” he rs the uthnf chi Dodine, 
h and juſtifies this fot a lawful and laudable praQlite, 


for ſo many in.the Churches of cbeSaints, azithixve 
' preaching iſes ro,Preach, rio rr 
Phoſic one by one; and et {" repboi 
an Sug a.as ay or en we {es = Ds 
Preacher. in wy Text preac as a e 
Member of hs Churchs, nor. FD 48/72 
Miniſter ordained unto. this Wotk of: Pr 
is clear. ' For by. Office he was; a King, / hot 
Preacher ; ſuch were the higlhsPri Levites 
only 3 bur rake was nh 
or one exerciſing according: his Liberty 
and Duty, Yea, onr Lord Jeſus; who preached 
in the Jewiſh Sy tie, and,was allowed fo 
do; thus he preach in the a«countof the Cons 
gregation, nor” by virtue of -rhati-anointing/by 
which he was Chriſt, and Lord ; For.thougt he 
were ſo, yer they knew it nor, :fiar arr tz 
they only gave him che liberty and. priv of 
other Mertbers of the Church-: Sigh a priviledge 
was given to Pax and the reſt of his: 
«Att 13. 15. when: they ſaid, 14. Mes nd. Bro- 
thren, if you have any word of Exhortation i. the 
people, ſay on. By all ny we may 
ne witne 
danger of any "— or From nor He wo 
 '}F rhatevery one that hath received the |Spirir, | 
Fl Gifts' for Preaching, may ya, ought to Preach. . 
4} and Exerciſe them, Bur ler me giveyoua few Rea» 
_ fons or Arguments to inforce this..' | = 
Rea.” x, Elle'many: ſhould have Gifts and Ta- 


Þ lens tor Preaching-work in yain ; but the 'Scrip- 
F D ture 
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phers as we | as « 


- iftersco:cht(Chuxch Ber what edificgtion ca 

ſxdtn futh 'mens'Gifts; "a OM 
« they haverſufficiem Gifrs'to bel wall. 
«baywo ibert ſo&&dd;'uols, as oor "Oppobl | 
;waald have ir the will ur tbe Miſty 4; 


.Qidinaridn,” whie _ tHat ar; ki 1en 
_ _ ARions,' D ke © no LES f'þ 
rfifteridl Iriple gh + 


3. Roof. 4:10Whiar' weare't co pray for x 

/ gnpjojig df rharwourt to che atraininy 
of >: But we art!to 'pray thar he rd's Harvel 

enfy dorwanrEabourtrs; thettfore we arc, if eny 

abled fo'ro/ beg ieven to) be found labouring, nof 
laycering in che'Lord's Vineyard, That,we 

_— you find Lake 1 10, 2, with Mat , 

Ag ehog 4+. is truly great, but, the 

few: Ft the Lord of 

te Hero of, "ht bi wodilh *#:h Lahowrer 

go bis H, | 1 Thet&ote fend ch as areable.cc 
ocitd the Harveſt, and.chere las 

hoar it Wor ng 'Dottride, he, and 'nor be idle 
i old be ſent. , 

| Kilo preaghiii hen able t to Map | 
bhewcka "hayGod-will) for ; then ſurely, is 

. ravſt he Jawfal! for whocever'is able © ro Preach, &c ) 
| befor eyeriſodding : By 'char ich as haye Gifts 

and Yo'not uſe'pnd creteile” them in Preaching. 
Rane. puniſhed,” 'if riot fond a K, mol 
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exſſety { [ait Parl ) is laid upon me, and wo — th 
we #4 freath ot the Goſpel, x Cor.'9, £6. - 
Reaf, 4.” This is God's way though. noc Man's, 
roficPerſofis for Miniſterial Lmployments; There« 
fore to Preach without Miniftr in p5der, ©. aqua- 
kficarion”vt fines far Miniſtry, muſt needs be* 
lawful 'atid-approved, That chis is Gog's _ of 
prepating rien” for Miniſterial Digniry, is 


"As" x. 21, 22, where Pier. ae he the. Mt 


Chalk; Tha of tho oſe mes that bave...c 
with tt all the tome 't the Lord Jeſus x2ent bn and, 
ont aniigft fo Yo one be ordained ta bt a 


with ws fb T4 bank, And this.is. chae ay. 4 k & 


vour which the Lord yy in oy Parables 


he fpake concern aguery wy : 
nete bath, ads given, —_ 3; ſball bave 
te Now this 15 the way to atrain honou- 


D- 4. | , pes 


-faihtul | "Fraicfol in, the, wor "of. Pxox 
"Having p royed and cleared che he ler me- 'T 
- — make Die Application, | c | 


The firſt Uſe i of Vi adication, ; 


L The Git hy be- for Information or Vindica 
- of of pt » Perſons or Churches, which ſur 
| chus pra@iſe, and thus do, ev 
bAagerr gr what Gift or. Gifts the Le 
| intrufted them with. for Preaching-worl : 
ri willingly, pg” , and humbly, asth 
reanicy_in lick Afemblies ,- and 
Church. ellow tips chough they be. neither Pre 
hers nor [36s + ping thar-is, neither educated 
' 1n humane literal Arts, nor called or adenirey 
jnro any Office of Miniſtry, yet do Preach as t 
Spirit gives them utterance 2 1 ſay, according ti 
Shar hath been proved and opened in the DoQrin 
Thar the way and work of ſuch is lawful; for ye 
may all, thac fear the Lord, and are able, Prophes | 
fie one by one, Women on] y excepted : I ſay, nor, 
only- he'that "hath five Taleo; bur be chat bath 
'biit one Talent, may publickly' by Preaching im-' 
prove'it, Mark, I ſay nor as ſome would have it, 
that he-chat hath no Talent may Preach, bur every, 
one only that fears the Lord, and hath ſome ſuffici- FF; 
ent dbgr& 'or meaſure of Gifts for ſo doing ; Even io, 
-he'T'do afſert may A oe ab as he bach 
| reunity, and Iet the Pro judge, 1:Corg"l 
m_—_— "Y Therefore "Ian and an. Th this 
' Gay, 'ye Rabbics of the Cat ye learned, ſepae{} 
race and anoinced Sans. of Levy, c mezn-. you 
A 
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awn hands, "as che alone Sons BY; re- 
| demning.. che. Preachivg 'of vary os 
ick men,. Lay-men, 
men,” ” leaſe td cald«bemy* as: 
and d oy = ade rpachmenc”* 
10 upon the Prieſts Office, - even\the *'*!. 
7 Ti, Datbas,. and Abiram 5 never: re" © 
anbr . 85, you bogs what the 'Lordiſfaith, 
{fb read, Ons. of the month of \Babes © 
Teolig (hes baſt | ted poiſe Mark: Rn * 


But” "fince this: Dorine, if nor too darky/ ”**! 

riaging drypteery to. che honour, repu-' '* 

jon, a o'r Learned. Cs bane | 
1 ſhall alictle conſider of their learned, bur, 


þ = can the Preaching of rhe "IL _ 
T042..07. private Chriſtians, in or unto the Chinveb, ' 
| d with i of thoſe in that of Nam.” 
, er J, en Ged's 2M 
as Aaron, ing oat, You take'® 
muck. upon you,, werſ- 3, 49. "he Jo do not the -* 
ive Ones, they own Ghroft's. args us 4 
© || jal Ones, and. their Preacbing 
"Br ations . ro "be of ChriP. hf = 
c< alone e be wiviferzaly exerciſed wm; wall & 
Secondly , Theſe were Miniſters, bet wet eo ent 
th x peck Fagition or Miniftry, they efpired 7 
other by gher, ezes Agron 4nd Moſes's Mirifiry, 


þ wb Fat 9, 10, 11, But the Prophets that 
"a oy to Preath, neither pregend or «f- 
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NT rority / B14 
Crofts Miniftrany Ones,” be ip 
neitbe opens dels Chriſt's Go 
; I (pork clay, * "Rd 
x Does There is ne" ajrev met, vow, . 
A ruth |] 
| hes gn af ws 97.4 -,Mi 
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Sont,- was Cenfering 
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4 1m ſerial: ] 
Mons and Brethren liberty, as b 
frmebet pafſge, To war il wipe 


one by-ovits ' To as little” parjeſen 

rer- our Clergy-mts: def gti 

they improve,” as this Numb; '46, 1 

x Cor.,z. 20, Let every Mo abide 5 3p th 
Callingwhercin he was cAVed " 

This might, "if el ar ths Ar haltile” 


have han” apply ply e&d apt pily by 29s 3 
A hand"; \bur'w this 


brit PreatHing. 
Gogh as excrete; <2e lia 


mary way be'per formed I F 
Calling. b Ne herd ſach' hon) key In... 
this way I Prcaching, Wd heir Callings, . 
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Beloved, F pray you to but confidier is 
ey in:this ton, and yow:have hete diſcos 
wer the learned Man's Excellency, it is 'to-ſophis 
ficate and: deal Yallacioufly with: chit Simplezand! * 
the;{Truch;i+Bdoved;: rake. lieed of-chem as ſuch 
- who dave learnet! >the:Skill/to deceive the ſimple 
Havye a licde.f £0 Ankorscliinlenningly-(> 
—_— ids A... Know!GhdWway, - or the 
ht@way for 4 Riccher to-anſwer/Gain-layers, .i8 
vie Wordiof God -dwellerichly-in hin 
dom, chat quit of-- chat; or. goed. 
hemape be'able to'nyince chein of the 
= \\xThus \Pawb. taught; injoyriing, 
hexs400' beldii Faſ» the fel hfn/ Word, *aiche 
taughtg that he may be py ſound Dok 
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EY hy "Fit "is wn v1 @ fav} 
-"Pirſt; It is tievey che more'esfe, di mucigted 
hit harder for gay Preach, whith wy affire bd 
tae Atequ nts, -but- ſnpetnatoral __ 
ments,” riar' "Fies* or qualifies Perſons for- | 
tf} S637 4 {+ h 
 catly; "JP al, -or any ſeeks} *6x winkeutdy 
Preach, it falow t tharaNifſhalb or can Preachyd 
Ns; . thers ire mndr/(PLearnod7"yY/ and unkdern- 
& Iheruders! up port Preaching} whith do rot how 
eaniPredch ; in all chey rufts '6r«- _ uportahe# 
work'; for it is written, A man clitretcive voting 
Hat 1 is: ps ſuch*Gift;" excepr'ie be- given bins) febns 
Above, !J&hit 9:29, a't And fine, How tak 
our Preach txcept bt be' ſent pt” 4 alqiat 
4 »And thirdly,” Though this attire Toofbe. * 
« lajd/afide, yer arcthere many other helps, which 
evity Preaclicr moſt haye, -bock\Natugal and Di. 
vine, which every man hath! mer: no noviehep 
Godly Man, not can attain to Yherefore to-bewm 
- Actompli ed- Preacher-is not lo caſte, CEOs. 
matters'n weake, £20 , 
©/Bur fourthly, Tf & be ll/lerdurbes wil reve 
rence deer or pag AY 41 6-44 
1] Atiſwer;' {Thoug h an undue reverence-s/'nbe; . 
to be ſought or ded, and every able Preacher is 
truly and moſt eminently worthy of reveretie; 2 
yet whert. the Ivvt 'of God, .- Ch? the Workob. 
God'lies waritt upon the Preachers hearr4 rhenche. 
main buſinefsot 4 Goſpel-Preacher) will Sacogent 
Chriſt;*noohiniſeh1; revereneed 34% % 'Portuve' Wreath) ; 
ſie A ba6rbes, Lord -Foſme, © anil ours pore | 
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Hentits are: Ts*rBat Plant good Fong 

ny which'js" ript good "for food,; or kefifl 

ſihell'6n 7-H", for 16, tt bt 6 g0ol a proz 
Mable for- Phyſicks* Even ſos tpjng,” hath 
Learning in Contfoverfie, to teach men Civil a1 

Political Government;or fit men' for rr \bur 

dangerous for Goſpel-Preathers' ; gootk for” hy 

.tians, Lawyers, Hiſtorians, "Navigators, Sufvey- 


ors-of Land, ahd thi like, buc needlebs for Preach. 
ing; good for Travell ts Souldiers, 


and Ne Ake,byr not for or Cuith, 
| mitn;* dbubcleſs there are k if afid 4] 
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Let me in'the Affirmative. 
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Os and Spiricual Gifts, -an 

God. This... Divine Wiſdom, Fx 
m for a Preacher; -and having 
z without ocher Wiſdom, a ka, 
engly- accompliſhed unto Provide 


For the TA clearing of this,. I hall more; 
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acquaintance with ſrhe Scripture ; not only, or 
much; in. che Eetces,' a5. in the” wr Fo G, 
Fas: and real Interpretation of the W 
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of;cho'Spiric of Grace, be ſhall next png 4 
wor unfenit ful 1u the Lrnnlidee 
2/Per; TL, 8. 
And thus. haviog proved and. opened this ket 
xige, to wit, That every G ropel-Preas er ny 
te he.wrſe,. chat 1 is, ſpiricually Wiſe 3 1 ſhall pro« 
ceed.tomake ſome Apolickien of ths Poigt. | 


: | » "The feſt uſed of Informatian. oe! 
Buſt, Let.it be : a ed of lultcy&ion.or Nin 


mation 3. firſt, To. ſhew*us how unwiſe 
Preachers ate, Jad how' unfit to be Preachers' AS 
to others, who ate ſo unwile, - to o oppgle ang a 

ay this Do&tine, That wa Spiricual 
or Wiſdom,is ſufficient and FEY: t0,a Pre 
Nothing ſhames, a truly cloudes GO OTE 
repycation,,of perſogs. pretending. co. worth and 
judgment, ;more than to be ignotant or deceived in 
or abaur cheir own Callings or Imployments. For a. 
Philoſopher co miſtake in the Nacure of Philoſop phys | 
or's General of,ar- Army to be ignorant of the- 
ry Tory or Diſcipline of War Is it nor. 2 
F A great 
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[-Preacher's 
«great ſhame ? Tt 15,no leſs ſhameful for the Ty 
of Levi, the Princes and Fathers of the Church, 
the Popes and Prelates of our day, to be fuch mi... 
ftaken deceived Doves, as to be fgnorant, and fo 
madly confidem in bewraying their Egyprian- 
blindneG, concerning their profeſſed Art and 
Trade, Preaching, and ther! Nie qualifications of 
Prexchers,althbugh they get i oy great Wealth 
y Preaching, or A ixes thercunto;. as in - 
Univerfcies, "oainng rat and learned Yo- 
Jumes, to aflert this blind and Anti-ſcriptual Con- 
chufon, that Humane-Breeding, Univerfiry-Learn- 
ing, Languages and Sciences, 'are effential Qualifi- 
cations, ſnch, as, withour which no man. can or 
dught to meddle with Goſpel-Preaching, contrary 
towhat hath largely been proved'; May I not o. 
berly ſay of theſe great Rabies of ovr- Day, what 
the Apoſtle faich Rows. 1. 22. Profeſſing to be wiſe, 
they became fools ? Surely even ſo hath God be. 
" fooled this wiſe Generation, and diſcovered, that 
our.World hath many grave afid gay Fools : Eyen 
tmany more then wear motly-Coats, even moſt of 
the Protcflors. of Divinity, as they pleaſe to ſtile 
themſelves, our -Grave and Orthodox Romian. 
Clegy: wt 
"7 tay, This Gengration, how lofty foever their - 
eyes are, 'are not waſhed from cheir filthineſs; no 
not of being fordidly ignorant what ſcripturally 
wil qualifie ſufficiently, . and cflencially unto 
Preaching-Imployment, Prov. 30. 12, 13. Nay, |. 
' ſoignoranthre they of A Preacher's Qualification, 
that ſome, and they, no ſmall men amongſt thac. 
Tribe, have openly declarcd, Thar withour a Mi. | 
racle, it js inapoſſible to þe aufficient mo | ry 
4 - , Preac 
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Preach the Goſpel of Chriſt, without having. ſat ac: 


the feet of Gawwalel,” or. be brough6up in an Uni-. . 
verſity, a$if it were not poſſible with God, even 
without any Miracle, "to kill Golcab'by the hand of 
lictle David, when the Sons of Mars ſtand by 
and can do nothing : Evenſo this Clergy would 
perſwade us, God*s little David's, Spiritual atk 
Experienced Chriſtians, cannot Preach, exceptiar-: 
med with an Umnverficy-burthen upon their backs.” 
Though God hath moſk abundantly, by innumeta» 
ble Inſtances, diſproved this Fallacy, - yet :once 
more let me rebuke the madneſs, and make mani 
feſt che folly of theſe Prophets, even thaſe.learn= 
ed, bur ignorhefalle-Prophers, who aſſert : Thar . 
Humane Learning only can qualifie ynto thisend'; 
Yea, that it alone, withour ſaving-Grace, and 
the Fellowſhip . of the Spin of God, cat. make 
ſufficient Miniſters to go forth and Preach the Go. 
ſpel to Children of Men, Eſpecially if a Biſhop do 
bur Ordain them, aid ſay, FReceive the ;Holy 

Ghoſt, %s plentFhal experience witneſſerh, and thei 
Canons and Book of Ordination- of. Prieſts and 


Deacons declarech, where the*Scripture-Qualifi= 


cations are left out, ang others ſer up. - 

Well, "to couclude this Ulſe, let theſe Prophets, 
that fill the World with Prieſts and Preachers «tf 
Jeroboam, the' Son of Nebat's Order, of whom 
weread x Kings 12. 31. And be' made Priefis of 


the loweſt and baſeſt of the People, which were njt 


* of the Songof Levi. ; Bur ler theſthear what. the 


Lord ſaith to them that have apoſtatifed from. the * 


_ right wayz Theſemad Prophets, theſc Wells with 
96 5th theſe Clonds Farried wich a tempeſt, 2 Pet. 


2.1516, 37, Eved thw faith the Lorg God, 
5916, 374 "ok = 


Ma mite rbe fooliſh. prophets, this follow, their owny 
[pirit; axd have fees nthing, Exch, 23. 3. ol 


The ſtvond Uſe # for Reproof.. 


. Secondly, This: might reprove the darknels and 
deluſion that is crept into, and ſcized'on too many 
godly, ſober,. well-meaning Ghriſtians and: Pro- 
ſeſlors, that. bave'dwelt ſo long'in Egypt ; » they 
can ſwear by .the” Life of Phayaob, that 15, have. 
traded too long with Antichriſt's Clergy ; menthat 
now they dare even fwear to the truth of it, that 
no man but a-Scholar of thar-ſort they intend, ci. 
ther can or ought ro meddle wich Pfeaching, ſay= 
ing; Let every one keep in his.own Calling, and. not 
gobeyond bi laſt ; forgetting that. the Lord hath 
Kaid, Ye may all Propheſie one by one, 1 Cor; 14. 
E 31- And that by thealone ſtudy of 'the Scriptures, 

% The Man of. God may Þ# threnghly furniſhed unto 
| roery good Word and Work, 2 Tim. 3.17, Ohlet 

me beleech you, Haye not mens 'Perſons affd Parts 

ſoin admiration, as to. plead for Bal, and call 
-Gogd, Evil ; and Evil, Good, ' ſpeaking evil of 

things you know not-3 bur ſearch the Scripture di- 

ligently and humbly, and youwill find ocher qua. 
lifications, appointed.as neceſſary and ſufficienc for 
Preaching without char, I hive ſo' oppoſed z unleſs 

© thiſmake of che Borcomleſs-Pit harh put our your 

eyes, Rev..'9.' Oh my. Brethien + all you rhac 
-fear-the Lotd, 'be-more Scripturally-wife and 

- - Learned yourſelves, -and then you will cafily ard 
phinly fce-rhe vanity, ignor#nceand.cmprnclihF 

C . Your {nppoſed Orthodox Teachers gbuc I ſhall ſpare 
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thus, much for the ſecond Wet, now come. to, & 
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| Thirdly, Thas may l inform, whence 1 

miſh and Learned Clergy-mean of our day, o Pr 
bla heme oppoſe che Spirics-Teaching ;,, "> i 
fad y becaulÞtf their ignorance and ſinful intereſt; 
This was the reaſon why Zedechiab, Son 0 « Che- 
naanah, went near and ſmote Micaiab on, the 
cheek, x Kings 22. 24+ This allo was the caule 
why Senbalat and Tobiab, and their Companions, 
did ſo reproach good Nebemiab, and obſtruct rhe 
Work, ot the Temple, Nebem. 2. 19. with Sr 4 
6, 1,2, - And the fame reaſon there was, why.che 
Prieſts and Captains of he Temple, and he Rd. 


Mind and thelefore go 
= 1 Tate ke, atid a Proc 


Be thy Seat inlet oi, are Gred fo oy 
»w S r,408 e they 
and al Thing ; which arc dainty and wap Ev 
HER Fro vg ny and thou ſhalt find thew no more 
ry v. 18, 14, And Fs is the reaſon wh 
covetous Clergy-men do ſo cry our 
s way of Preaching by men ſpiritually wiſe, buc 
gore þ illicerate and unleirned, becauſe ſuch 
Preachers, if allowed, will ſoon cloud their Glory, 
and eclips "their Credit, and humble their Pride, 
and hinder their Markets; and whothen can won. 
| der that theſe ſo repreach the..crue Goſpel. Preach- 
ers; they muſt blaſpheme and gnaw their tongues 


/ for painiz therefore it is riot robe gjondred at, as 
Jong as this Antichriſtian-Prieſt endurcth, PO 
we have'it Rev, xx. x20, There can be no joy to 


chem' thar dwell thus in, or upon carthly Things, 
Orders, Riches, Credic, and Authority : You 
may as 'well look for Peace from Hell, as from the 
Learned Romiſh-Prieſthood, Rev. 12. 17. There- 
fore ceaſe marvelling, that the Pope's Clergy do fo 


yilifie and Chriſt's Goſpel Spiricually. wiſe 
Preachers, _— prrgls buke-bodics in” 
OY horny ig- 
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| pd faRtious; © enemies ro C d, what 
not? thar may render them ao, with 
Chriff's Mini ers, and faithful Preachers; as for« 
PA Fe Bop 
of c us Fobs F4 
= xt rp burned him, clad him in ſtrange 
ting Images of Devils upon hinrts 
makeks him x; A roms. to the People 3; as you have it'x6- 
corded in the Book of Martyrs: 
Burto cloſe this Ule, "94 all Chriſt's faichful 
Servants and Preachers, remember what the Lord 
(ED, Mat. 5. 11,12, Bleſſed are ye, when 


ſhall revile yon, and perſecute and ſhell 
pox % paths of evil againſt you falſly for my 
ie: 4, and be excteding lad, for greats 
reward in rpmert, for ſo au rare they the 
Prophets which were be 'And if men of 
this breeding do ic "ud a deride you for this 
ns ay as David, If Thowh, [ will be yet 
more vide 


The Arp I ſhall make of-this Point, ſhall be 
for Caution or Counlel. 


The feſt ſe is of Camtion. 


| Firſt, Toall che Churches-of Jeſus Chriſt to 
| conſider, That if every Goſpel-Preachervughc to 
| be wiſe, and none-may Preach bur ſuch who- are 
Spiritual-wiſe, then nay heed in your choice, and 
calling of men to Preach, chat you' obſerye this 
Rule, ty Ele&, Ordain, and Appoint to the Work 

of Preaching ſuch ; have cy eco this Rule.” And as 
Moſes (aid to 1ſPadl, ken me now lay *ro,yow the 
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 t9-the Work of Preaching. Incruſt.no, Spzriy 
Fools. wih'{9- weighty and-honourableg Wage y 
temembring God. hath no pleaſure i Fools, 'Eggls 
«4..\ Fools, or unwiſe-Preathess, will Preach bye 
liſhly, and hys people can-have hctle Soul-ad- 
vantage. or few- ſinners be converted, .or the, Lord 
Jeſus little glory from, or;by,.-fach Preaghets(s 
Preaching 1s too weighty, and difliculc a Work / for 
Ignorant, unwite, Carnal, ungitted per{ang $0 ac- 
campliſh ; therefore cake the Gounſel given, es 
6, 3. Wherefore Brethren, 'lpok one men, fox; this 
Work, full of the Holy Ghoſt. and, widdonyy and 
chem. only appoint unto. his buſineſs ; diſhogays 
not Preaching,.'by {cading diſkenousable Preagha 
ef abour. Preaching Imployments, . and. miſtake 
notrhe Rule. þy which you ſhould; judge who. 
wiſe -and- fit ro,make a Preacher : | Judge nar ac- 
cording to appegrance, or man's. judgment, but. re- 
member what God ſaid ro Semwel in the like calc; 
Look, not on bis conntenance, of an the height of bus 
ſtatnre, becauſe I have refuſed lim; for the Lord 
ſeeth not 4s man ſeeth; for man looketh on the out- 
ward appearance, but the Lord lotheth 6 the beart,. 
x Sam. 16, 7, Beloved, in this buſineſs of judg- 
ing who is fit to be admitted and/allowed'to Preach, 
conſult not with Sh and-blood,” wich the carnal, 
wiſe, and learned Rabies of theday,; lelt like $4- 
. zwiel, you be miſtaken im your.zudgmenc, and call 
him'God's Anornted, whenihe Lord faich, Tb t 
wot the man; but conſuls the. Record and Charcer 
of the New Teſtament, ,and fee whom that :Word 
calls Wiſe, and a man fit ro, Preach che Goſpel ; 
and «3 buckthorn demoatiratedpgoiy: hall nd 
' ; \. "0D 
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chel Wildoit 
Father of Lies, is ; the ry 
| ufitd Preaching, pi and-Gifts of the - 
_ of God,are beſt qualifications for a Preacher, 
appears Afts 1. 4, 5. He will make the beſt 
Preachet which. hath moſt-Grace and Gifts'of this 
Spirir, Therefore take -heed 'to this buſineſs, -I 
beſeech. you Brethren, who are Chriſt's Porters, 
fee thac no faokſh, idle, or unholy Shepherds en- 
ter in at Chriſt's Doors, or be his Pebples Paſtors; 
for if there do,: the fin and guilc, yea, and pu- 
niſhment alſo: of ſuch Preadhing; will licat your 
doors, Fr T©O, Zo. 
- / Objett:, Bur nie-thinks E hear ſome Object: and 
ſay,” This 1s prepoſterous, erroneous, and dangerous, 
to maks Preachers to depend and ſpring from! the 
Congregations Approbation and Miſſion ; This were 
to make Miniſters or Preachers depend wpon the Peo- 
v7 3 whereas, 5s 4t not better for Congregations to 
"ſpring from,” and depend upon. the Miniſtry, or the 
Preachers and Diſpenſers of the Ward ? 
- T Anſwer, This Obje&ion (mells ſtrong of 
Rome, who-ever be the Objectors, ' and15 calcula- 
ted for the Intereſt of the Clergy,co maintain cheir 
Pride, - Authority, ind Avarice, and' therefore 
may che rather be-{uſpeRed ro be: Anci-ſcriprurdl, 
or of no great ſtrength to withſtand. 
\ Therefore firſt, Though theſe fyggeſt this £0 be 
prepoſterous,: as if we would pur the Cart radyaw 
the Horſes, and not the Hoytes ro draw the Carc : 
-My Anfwgras, Nacural and Divine Reaſon would 


erhe were it nor ſterous'thac 
peers i dn and. alles das Maſters ; 
[> Maſters thi are to have chicir 
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meer to queſtion or pre their ability. the 
 Houſe-holder more honourable than his Houſe- 
hold.Servants, and the Houſe before the Houſe- 
hold-Servancs > Even fo in the Church of. Chyift ; 
Maſt Preachers and Miniſters be che Churches, as 
well as Chriſt's Servants; and ſhall not che Church 
be concluded honourable and wiſe enough : to 
judge of the abilicy of her own Servancs ? Only 
. they muſt jad3- whiecher the Church or Congre- 
eation is fit for cheir Profic or Honour, God for- 
bid : Muſt the Church maintain them, yet not 
call chem co. their work, and be allowed co judge 
of rhem ?- Yea, the Church muſt cry their Mini- 
ſters, and yer ſhall-they not be equal or ſuperior 
ro them, proved x Fobs 4, Is 

Seconlly, [This is nx erroncous, but moſt con- 
anc, and agrecable ro Scripture, and ghen it mat- 
rers not what i: is contrary to, or who calls ic Exr- 
ror. Bur that this'is agreeable co Scripture, take 
eAt: the. firſt into coufideratioa, where Peter 
fanding np. the midſt of 'ong bandred and twenty 
| Diſciples, ſayes ; Of theſe men that have companied 
with uw af the tio? Fo the Lord Feſms went in and 


out any us, muſt ons be choſen, or ardacned, tobea | 


witneſs with wa of bis. Reſurreitigs ; 3 and chey meay- 
inz the haadred and tweuaty, not'the eleven ; 6 
pointgd: ewo, Joſephus called Barſabas, who __ 
Jaiku, and Mucthias, verſ..,x5, AT,22, 21. 
with cbap. 8. from, 24 to 28, T Lit 1s, t 
of typing and ſcadinz forch;/ and; 
Preacher's Gifcs, -and firacls GIpel-Preach 
15an erring Ea Oc of the Kowniſþ-Church 
CI Bok of Ocdiattiog of Prieſts and\Des* 


_. cons; 
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wons 3 burns errin 
: Nw "Teſtament, "as 
Thirdly, Whereas they ſay this Dodrinea 
; give; me" leave co fay therero,” Trach 
ow rryal,or-good commodi 
The wiler, and more * te 
raal bers are, - the leſs danger of their gs” 
f 


ting the Scriptures, or enſnaring the peo 
jo Opens intend the danger lies-in Ng She 


rople or Multitnde of Believers being 
Hods, wud with the uſnef, will chaſe ee pfrya he 
ates, 

1 Anſwer briefly, Their Rule in this 
prevents this ObjeRtion z -For they' muſt be wit 
,thart oug . ox be DE toPreach ; and ne 
"Churc Hor-0n fmpleand ignorant) 
undutiful and difobedient to Chriſt's commatids, of 
eſe this danger 'is avoided, And « 
Builders are blind in this matrer, 


bay yer Chriſt's 
Churctris wiſe, and feeing, and Spiritual Man 
diſcerneth all chings, Co. 2. x5. 2 0. 0 "5. 
Ando much for this ObjeQion. Z 


The ſecond Uſe is of Cantion, | 
» " Secondly, Lerthis Uſe be a word of Caution to 
all ſuch as eicher defign, or argalready engaged in 
work. / "Look to this-DoQrine, Thar 
|  youmneinGod's, as well as'his Peoples account, 
ph nl, wiſe, "richly wiſe, with the Spiritual, 
wiſdom. Oh Beloved | under- 


| ' Run nor be- 
| Poe Ty endo ew, remerabring Row-10. 
IF, 


'" 


os 7 'S 
25. | How can they Preach 't#cept 1 thy be ſent f 
Take not chis honour, rep" i ub ap y oltr 
{clves:co-be judges of your {ufficjency. ;' Fort is 
arnitten Heb. 5.24. No wan takethh this honour. to 
bimfelf, but be that 11 called of Golly. as was Aarony 
Be-of che cemper and {pirit of Feramab, have low 
thoughts of your ſelves and abilicies, and,uprightly 
fay. as:he. did, Ab,: Lord God, : behold, d canme 
ſpeck , for 1 ans\ a Ghiltd,- Jer. 3; 6. And with 
Maſe: lay, Ob, my Lord; dl am nat 'loguent, an- 7. 
ther. heretofore, hor": fince thou bhaſ \{pokew to tby 
+ Servant ; but 1 am ſlow of ſpeech,,aud. of a flow 
tinginey Exod. 4. { Oh you Beloved $9:whpm I 
' gangs ſpeaking in this iſe, be mindful; of that 
worll; :Eccleſ..5.2.; Be not. raſh with thy Momh, 
avd letmoarchy Heartrbe bafty 19 witer ing ahing ht 
fore God; :for God :F0) m Heaven, therefore iUee thy 
words. bei few, . '*Tis Sobl-work-youmrare todo, 
therefore-be wiſe y;7$is Chrilt's Wotk, therefore be 
wiſe j:'cisrhanoirable Wark, -therefore ebe'-wile's 
ts bard Work, wery difficult Wark, |thetefore;b> 
wiſe : For who 1s. ſuſficietit' for; thele:thiogs > tis 
"dangerous Work, yea, moſt dangerous of all 
Work : If. we do this deceittally, -ornegligently, 
or fooliſhly thinkon-that word Eorleſ,5,6.. Suffer 
not thy noonth to cauſe thy fleſb to; fn, neuber- ſay 
thow, it-wasr anerror.; Watrefore ſhould God be an- 
£7 at thywuce, and deſtroy the work. of thy hands ? 
Oh: remember Ezwh,3. 44 worn If thou warn yoÞ 
the wicked from bis wicked ways the ſame wecked 
war ſhall ſarcly die in bis rmyuny;but bus blood wilt 
1 require a; thy band. Be thercfordquile, goly-wile) 
Heavenly -wiſc, ſpiritually. wile, richly wiſe;-in 
alice tered walk of God; "for God, ch 
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fad, He will hacificd inchem chat:dra nab 
bin} and before all the people ko-vilkbe ke, 
[wh a ha ig rs; 
+."Buc that y bool, rake the og Db 
teftions and Arkin hn forthe _ 
Preachers-wiſdgm? - * 

n_ r.” Firſt;iand i all, Be mace 
Cotnmunion with God.by Prayer for wiſdom, for 


| mark wry good aud perfett. ft comeb/down: from 
| epof 


your way tothave it, 
Fs So fat Paws If hac 095" wiſdom 
let ack, of Gody who iverb tiberal 
branideth not Tire ae of . Be har Hens of 
Preach, and all ye that defire rs great Works 
Preaching, we "Gaatl of us: lackiwiſdoth, Ye 
inet lace wiſdom 3. therefore pray, Oh: 
abundantly for wiſdom, chat we may receiveige 
em Yn Nr pleaſed God, rey 
requeſt; n\Kings'3> 748, 9.'.|\And this, iP 
Blewr. the Gentiles, defed che i Theb 
ſalda»-Churchido'do' for him ;''1even40 prey; 
chattht Word of the Lord might have pena 4 
and beglorified: rhe os Ob 
| Brethren, and'Bi pos fhonn and fexvently 
for:your ſelves; and: yer: [ſo 'rh&cbnſtant fervent 
gh of:alt- eherBalnrs, and" Oharches of! the 
Shines,; that. you, wad allchavkfbouttin the Word 


nin wy be rralfyde ny 


Car: 2 Would 

wile-2<\Be Fen=ns nn: 
fndyaidfearthing o&the-Scri -forrhis 48 
able; onely' able; &Þ outward | _ op 


Mar: of God Wiſe ; ren throughly 4 


bl 
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yacion, 2 Tas. 3.'T -; wich 2.Tins, 4- | 
Meditate on theſe things, givt thy ar 
them, that "thy 


hi M 
bong Eppear to ll. ; cont. 
nue in them, that « fave thy ſelf, and 
them thac hear. Oh my Jin and Friends | 
this is a Preachers ſtudy and work, to ſearch and 
fiudy che Scriptures ; not Fathers, Commentators, 
- or School-men, as his. buſineſs, this is but a. by- 
&; it is'Scripture. ſtudy, even the Old: and 

Teſtament, which is our great buſinels; even 
our all co ſtudy, for 'cis Scripture and Golpel that 
you muſi Preach, not Books, nor mens Opinians 3 
ſtudy the Scripture diligently and hum- 
- Dirett. 3- Thirdly, Be much in to - 
Qtice of Godlivels; walk — God if pe 
would be wiſe, ond know much of 'the:aind, of 
God. _ Thus God ated towards.oAbrabaw, Ge. 
x8. 17. He would uot hide his Counſe}from-him; 
becauſe he was Godly, and would' conttnand.and 
reach his Family the ſear" of. rw ir uk 
xiel's cale, So our Lord algpienifert 
z7- laying,” If any man will :do bis will, "be ſou 
kyow | the Dottri ne + be of God. 

Dire&&; 4. Fourthly, Be much maid 
with Saints: * far vrich che welleadviſed is. 
cn if wes Tae prior wo. y. maſt 
walk in ay men, paths 
of the rrp Prov,2-20, Paul {at at thefqee 
of Gawahe!; and thus Apollos became wil h - 
_— with Agile arid Prifciia; and thus. Ha- 
— ſaid-ro-become wile, by ſuting cap che 
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YO! 
s tofirive to be wile by "the: Exef= | 
alegt al Joly Mxraos z for by {o a doing, bo ina L 


h Preachers, of wh om it pts 
5 5; the Preacher 1 = wich be 


. 


opening 
. qual I | —— to the ſecond. 
the Text, which contains che firſt part of the 


by acbers AR or Work, He 0 th the Pho. 
| ewladge. 


Firſk, Theſe wks contain eihes che Preadier's 


EE, —_ 


of his L ivine Actainments; / 
pope her &»owledge,_ or mdre profound 
this the afrcr-words 1 nay 0 


#4 
Fall 6:0 take his word ft, argnakell. 
char 5 ER, duration, and 
Work :. He did not tire,, or wax 'Weat 
1  Imaplo ment OR wy | 
the People, Whence, 
Delt. 5. Take 
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© ulh Wit WY 
ELLE Spit d fee * 
joyngnd expeetac che hands! of wr ye chat 


© ſeems ro. imply, 'Carftd' #5 The mat that” 
"the Work of the bs uh —Y is 
it, »eghigently, Jer. 4: 8, 19. the bike 
TE. wer Gant  Ferewigh tells the 
4 Paſtor to fol- 
Litk, $73" 
, [a gin _ 1 yg eve Cit) Arp | 
'e \ Preac ard ſhewing t pry . 
Gngdons of my And hy you Favs rat 
) > gives forth Lak. 9. 60, where Jeſus ſaith, 
Ne "wan having pier bir hand to the Plow, and” 
ing back,, i fit for the Kingdom of (God, | 
TH Was Paul's praRtice, as he tells the Church 
ww; Thitefore watch and remember,that for 
ace of. three years, be crafed not fo warn every. 
them, night and day, with tears, Aﬀts 20. 
ax, To' name but one place more, for- the' provf 
of the DoRrine, that every wiſe, holy, -Goſpel- 
Preacher, once called to that Work, ought to per. 
ſexyees and continue diligent cherein, as you have 
it,” Hg fill taught the people knowledge. Theother' 
ſhall quote, is in x Tim. 44 13, x9; x5, 
69 where Paul ducts Timuthy, laying, Tilt t 
atteubaiicy to Readen , Io Exhorra 
nt 2 Negleft not the Gift that # iy thee, 
ive hs by Priphefie, with the, 
dn of Brd] »ds of the Prevbyrery. "Migy cate an 
ho give thy [elf wholly Manes ha thy 
tear to all, Take be 4d nts 6h my 
ne ; 3 cent fk thee; fora te> 
ing 
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jo. wg, wiwhenthis Diſcip 
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the Jews ;; a playfible Arguoient toavoid 
he bur” ourrw ge Ankwery:4rt 8 -nati 
os bouys in Jobws37909; Daytime 
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| —_ _ throtigh: Preaching favingly 


the A rells us againg 
"Fhar Preaching Mttaiſier nr 


are giver t0 eſe out 
ehamfclye, uonl theSainrs come mea- 


fure; and ſtacure, in Faich and : Al rewg ever 
beyond danger of- being l;ke Childrew toſſed to and 
foes: aid carried ehiur with everywind of Dettrine, 
Now if theſe be-the ends.of Preachets, given and 
gifted .by : Jeſus Chriſt, then until the Saints be 
come to this ſtature; . ad full meaſure; in-che Grace 
an{ Knowledge of Jelus Chriſt,every wile Preacher 
odught/ro continue: -Jul £0 reach the people know= 


af. Thiedly, Every wiſc and Goſpel. 
FL oughe co perſcveregnd go.0n in teachings 


of the people ;' becauſc, char whigh: be bath. wo, | 
PTE mend Is 
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; Woman, Prov. 


ſhall the diligenc Preacher 
©, | He that win- 


Haſh torf. lofts Exew. 0 
be-commenided alſo, Prov. z x. 
meth Soals' is wiſe wich chap 2. 22- Sceſt thes 
4 mer that is diligent in bis s, be ſhall. flard 


before Kings, be. Io not ſtand: befers mean wen. 
hertfore * fough we may not-ſeek the honour 


that cometh of oF we may ſeek that which 
5- 44+ Ohh Ho# brawts- 


30s 15. 
"Motive 4. Fourthly, My der Benkran,; ic will 


be-very comfortable, in a dying- hour, co have 
Preached diligently in the dayes of Life; And 
when have we ſo much ad of fr comſore ain dy- 


ing bours ? When, will. Gn, - guilt rr Years 
ſcorn, lis-ſo beavy upon. us, gd we 
3s 


Therefore =. teach. the people know 
God; may fill continue your comforts, a 
Your corutorts to abound: in dying -bours. Thug 
thoulda wiſc Preacher nad Preach, that wich 
Sawnel he may look a dying bour, "ith 3 joy, inthe 
face, 1 Saw. k2- 2,33 5- 50 Parks 


ſelf in che day of his 
# bus courſe, and mr 6 


ah, 2 : tors Faq 
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wg Fo: 
in Fob 1 4 F£'W 
loyi $$5,7 
gaveſt me rnd 
me with thy\owy' 
Preacher 't6.'-find tee ones m a'day\ 
Dex, \thas he hack GinifheT his Work in 
TR s and-firll the people knowledge, 
fore, Ye har ute 'aÞ Looney; a Hou 
bios ina dark» World : og I deſocitnya 
r Light heh *utder a Buſhel,” or at WR 
ine ond s datk Lanchorn ; but Teceive this Bxhorz 
TR let rhe leave-it 89 Upiverſal advice; for 
reacher'that hath ears 1d har what rhe6þ6 
ph to hiarand receive, 'wap"fhiÞco teachurfib 
people knowledge, Kev, 'b. 7. So much Hi | thi 
fifth DoQrine,- 

Tfhould comenow to'a ſecondiparticular, gy 
pry oft A of the wiſe Preacher” That 65 
FAY feiple knowledge! that'is, He'went 
- ah4 mage progr Totti Preathing He 
Ai ae fick or 'rerhaify upotr firſt Prindtplcs,' bur 
toe higher iid higher” in his Preaching, he fl! 
rayghr the poopie knowledge 5 what is," high& 
meaſures and ; ah of knowledge: As he was 
wiſely diligent; To was he wilely" Proceeding and 
going forwatd{ from' ſtep ro Ttep;/ iti the « 
- meaſures of*his Knowledge: ahd*' Preaching, 
Point of Bodtrine hence g/l 0 ne 3! 
-Þod: 7 "7 $iſc Priichers- -are 'p'' on, 
riving Fred vid | o 5 3p wr pong W 

"They a ROD ie ind-conſtant Preach. 
ay, Rar Yy oe a. TN bo 

| rfiors 
knowkedge; | This was Biadowtd ot is 
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ce Wan this: 'roſe-firlk <6 


; ahi conthe/ Knkes,” chento the Loyns, 
d.to a River that could not be paſſed over : 


Even ſa tions; in'a wiſe and 
painful Preacher 5 who, as Pal faich, whea in 
cheir, Child food Chilghipod)\ or firſt-endance, may ſpeak like 


Children,-and a like-Children ; yer when they 
grow up ro bhermen,- they will'S & Preach, and 
ERC, uf x Cop. 13. 12% 'Thisss that which 
omiſcds Pſal.'r. where Dievid tctls us,-- The 
Indo Fake man that watketb' yt ” Lat 6 4 
obo 6x # ; but bus delight % in the Law of® the 
Lord, and in that Law doth 'br- meditate day (and 
\ be. ſhall be like a' Tree planted by the- Ri 
\ of Water, - that bringeth forth bis Pruv 'un 
feaſou;, His leaf ſhall not wither, but mhatſorocr be 
doth ſhall profher, This is the*blefling, of: = 
ongly rhe Godly Chriſt tian, but efpecially:of 
the truly wiſe," and Godly Preacher, - be? 
grow - Aoogiſh. The like promiſe-we: —_ in 
Rſalm. 92, wes ies; I4, 15, aierc the -Pſalmeſt 
9, Tow, 54 will fave with Righteous and-Wiſe 
eachers ; all 
wid grow like the bo ny 
planred & the Houſe of the Lindy ſhall flouriſh: 
the Court of onv God; oy ſhatl pry Tone, foreh mi 


In o/d wage ; 1bey e ee om floundſhing 37 10 
ſhew ho the Led args "-This alſo Paaticas 
phes, inthatſaying by ro Eimorby;' x Epiſtl4. 


"5: T hat 1 ing way appear to all men. ' 
[Thus _ prin %int oathe "confirmed ; but 


becauſe this has been 
fo, Mr moths pore y iehhabts 
anocher plick z Lihallfoy-no morvto'the. progh ies 


"+ thi Ss + 


the PalmTree, 
4” Lebanon Thoſe that: _ | 


this but only:.make one Liſe feomiits, and. cliar. is 
forendoaragineat 0 al wiſcand painful Preachgy. 
Fey | The forth Uſe is of Encooragement ranting . "I 


| (Know aſſurediy, the Lord will bleſs your Seed; 
end the fruit of- your zncreaſe. You may reckon 

our ſelves Children, that cannot om in the 
Narns of the Lord'; but the Lord hath-told you, 
Hi will be with you, and» maks you as 4 defenced 
City, and an Iron Pillar, and a Brazen Wall, et, 
X.; 6,.7- compared” with verſ. x8, Oh! be ett» 
couraged to} be found faithful and diligent zi dr 
cliough you may'go.our to Preach, as ewe 
forth from his Fachers Houſe, when hefaid;: 
my. flaff 1 paſſed ever this Jordan, but-nowJ ans 
become two Bands, Gen, 32. 10. . Even ſo you 
taichful Preachers ſhall have a time to lay to|ghe 
| Glory -of  Free-Grace,''I am bechme two; Bands, 
The Lord hath promiſed, That his Spirit ſhall 
lead you, net only wnto Truth, but from Truth. to 
 Trath, ll you art guided into all Trazh, John 
16, 13. Therefore-be encouraged to perliftand go 
on in Preaching the. Word in ſcaſon.and out of ſear 
ſon ; . for the Lord is wich you, avthbe.vill uphold 
your goings in his Paths. Oh Beloved, be nei» 
cher diſcograged at your own weakneſs, nor. your 
many.diſcouragements, ' for the Righteows ſhall flags 
ro(b like the Palm; therefore flidl-reach the people 
knowledge, guide them by the skilfalneſs. of .the 
Lord's hand upon; you, from: Truch co Truth, 
trom firft-Priaciples-to higher, andrhore ennobling 
Concluſions. Be not Children in.your kno 

butigo on towards perieion, as good 
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| Jeſus Chriſt, Preach tarts 
of the $; ice ould give 
FF teach Th e knowledge. gn Ons 
grow in know , they. ſhould. ſcek; that the 


People, might. grow in'knowledge ; alſo as waters 


wledge flow nzo them, ſo ſhould they flow 


Sk unto the etch for as your day is, fo 
your ſtrength Jeſus Chriſt hath promiſed to, 
be” with you alwayes in-ſuch work, Matth..28, 


And to conclude, take the Counſel of Solomons. 


kcclel. 9, 10, Whatſorver thy band findeth to do 
doit with all thy might”; for par nar ws 


ws 5rd »or FB, nor wſdows , in the Grave, 


*-You wrench Ones in this Work of the Lord; 

feed on that Promiſe Mat. 13. 12, For whoſoever 
hath, to'bins ſhall be given, and be ſhall have mare 
abundance, . 
And to cloſe, take that good wort Cor. Ty. 
« 585 Therefore. my beloved Bretbren, be je fiedfaſt, 
unwoveable, alwayes abonnding in the Work, of the 
Lord, for aowhich 4 you DEE that Jour _— is 
wet 1n-vain in the Lord, 


” 


I now come to the next particular i in the Text, , 


which is che Matter which the Preacher preached z 
that is; Knowledge : He fill ranght the people 
Knowledge ; it was knowledgt the Preacher taught, 
He Preached not to make ill known, or his 
| knowledge knowny bur to make.che people know 3 
for be Fi taught the people nonodee. 


One Queſtion may from Rence*he asked, ws 
Mis we Tongs i i hr 


H : | Or, 


s 5 an” 5 Oo; 24 4, 
"Fo ſpeak a lictle co-the firſt Query 5 bat know- 
lidtef 2 Tris the oppolite to ignorance, and con- 
'3n the enlighrning or informing the Under- 
nding, either- concerning®the Author, br the 
Aure of chings; or'the, End and Ute of thitigs. 
I fay, knowlelpe is an enriching excellency, cna. 
hw 2 ph tomake true judgment concerning things. 
ak t 15 deſtitate of knowlalpe, knows not how 
 diſtern things,” 'or to difſerence one thing from: 
an6rher. | But Tfhall nor infaxge bere, chough T 
might add thite i double ſorrot” knowledge," Na- 
rural, and Supernatural z or the knowtedge 'of 
rhings or objects ' Divine and Heavenly, or the 
knowledge of things or objes Natural. This Su- 
pernarural kwow!edge 'confifts either in the know- 
ledge of Gogh or his Will, or the k»owledpe of cur 
ſelves'ar orhers. fads | 
"© But ſecondly, -It may be inquired,, What this 
knowledge 1n porous is which thePreacher taught 
rhe people, ſpoken of 1n the Texc? | | 
I Anſwes, Not humane knowledge, or under. 
ſanding, and kill in worldly things; but ir is 
knowledge of Divine things, or Heavenly things : 
More particularly'ic may be diſtinguiſhed into the 
knowledge of God, as in Himſelf,” Atrributes, and” 
Word. Conſidered ſecondly, Tr conſiſts 1n "the 
knowledge of ,our Spiricual Eſtates and Duns ; 
And under theſe two Heads, f humbly conteive 
all .char Heayenly knowledge which a. Preacher. 
ought to. give diligence to reach the' prophe Vw 


#/ 3 <> 


knowledge of may be &mpriſed.” -- --* bg 4 
| Thus having a litcle remaved the ſcruple. eo. 
| &rmng 
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people Inge 27 way = ſpirianal things, ar, 
ing un ſpiritual things. 

.This the Preacher, the wile Preacher in che Tex, 
digyand this cvery wile and GolpelProvcher mg 
©. do, 

Df ag ; he ronladg gc; K. Pre 
to teach and impart co the people, *cis 
knowledge of God, = key 
Gud; Or, ſecondly, the Font 5+ of. our Fo 
' andchings belonging to our ſelyes. - 
. But ler mea littleclear and prove the point to 
you, Thacevery wile Preacher oughe to he 
plc Heayealy Knowledge, or the : keowledge,of 

ad, and of themlelves. + 

For-proof of this; take that bs Exod, 24s 
12, where the Loxd commands Goſe and Aaron 
to teach the people knowledge : So Hoſes tells ns 
what Levi ſhould and ought rq. do for God's peo= 
ple, Even reach Jacob God's ws, and Lact 
bis Law, Deut. 33-10. This Samuel well uns 
derſtogd, 2 Sam, 12. 23. But I will teach jon the 
good and the right way, 'This alſo was Exrg's pra- 
Qtice, for Gate the Text, Ezre had frepared bus 
beart to ſeek the Law of tho Lord, and 40. do its 
end to teach in 1{rarl Statutes and Fulgments., Oh! 
bjex 16 pooh Mine indeed, that -prepares his 
, both by hisLife, and do+ 
br Net: God ; and alſo by teaching and .in- 

Ha | Bron ar: 


hed * = af 
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them nh hl «ofthe Lg 

Fhis a 1G wes he good evites practice, 

ms 22, That they taught 7 (art the go od wind e 
br _ $s. be ey park, 6 

pets at the hands of, Ni Priefts, 

hap." 2. 3 ied. faith; The Priefts Lips ſhould, 

# ought th keep kiiowledye ; "andthey; meaning the 

nn ſhould ſeek the-Law at” bis mouth. But 

ro trouble you with nd mere Quocations,to prove 


nes 
a 2 Chr. 


this clear Tetth.; chat every wiſe Preacher ought 


ſtill co teak the people knowledge. The good 


knowledge" of God, is 'thar which every good 


Preacher ought cs impart to the people; I will 
therefore only add this one 'mere, where we may 
hear what the Lord faich co ſuch Preachers as do 
nor reach the people kyowledge.' Wo, faith he, wn- 
to you Lawyers,” for ye have taken away the Key 
of Knowledge, = Luke 7. 52. The Þ 
and Lawyers of that day, had great boughts't 
their knowledge and abilities ; : but ſarh Chriſt, #s 
unto you Lawyers, for ye bave taken _ or with- 
held the Key of Knowledge from the people. Oh 
Friend$ it is woful and- wnworthy to with-hold 
knowledge from the yore, if we have knowledge 
ro Imparc-co the. pe 

*""The fecond thing Lihal do, i is-t demonſtrate, 
by Argument or Reafon, that chisis Truth,to wir, 
' Thatevery wiſe Preacher ought to reach.and i im-. 
part knowledge to the people ; and that for ques 
Reaſons; 
| Reaſs x. Firſt; EE Wo is the end, the main 
end, the very end &f their Knowledg. / Chriſt um- 
parrs Gifts and Grace to Preachers, | | 
Fo upon, this account, that th 


" 


Ms.” "a, 
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wad they aze the peo wages Stewards, anditherefore 
' what Stewardſhip or 


45.2 It us required 
fornd faithful ;: gary: cen ' When thor arc 
'cotperted, ftrengt 


'and:;profeſs ? thac is, to-reach the peop 
 ninindy, of all men under Hola, _ 


o War 
_— a, 4 P 
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ach, infer aki « picple. This 
Scripture gives at hs went a3: in 
A: bs 17. Foo the perfofting of che Saints, fore 
work of he Miniſtry, for the eq ;fying of the te | 
of Chriſt ; til we af come to the unity of the Faith, 
2 the knowhd ge of the Son of God," unto 4 perfelt 
WA). ; INS 
Mark} The Piabes hid abe Bt of Mini- 
1 and the Gifts 0 z or Gifts to.mim- 
Fu with asa Miniſter; all for the people, and 
alſo for their Edifying, Unity, /Knowledgeva: 
PetfeRion ; therefore they boat 
their Buſineſs, -Norto-know for (themſelves 
but. principally” ito; make the pe e know 
wiſe 1 the knowledge of Now if 


the end of Preachers, certainly rangi 
anſwer 1ts end, or elſe it is Made, « Created; ail 


Ordained m-vain : But ſurely'Preadhers wer&nor 
_—_— in yain;. bus to teach.'the: hnow- 
z they aretht pops eyes, not their own ou- 


alenc pram havethey 
ought to improve them for the. people, who: are 
the final end, next co Chriſt's Glory, of all-rhejr 
Atrainments. This alſo we ha en uy itt 'DCop. 


, that a mance 


hen thy Brethres. "; $5599 
Rea.” 2. Secondly, The Preachers ought to 


Preach the people into knowledge, becauſe rhisas 


that the Preathers profgſs: to! do:.for the 
And are norPreachers bound to 


- 


le keewladge. 
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rO3. ji $: 
moſt bond. Ty profeſs, becauſe they 
way 1 rr re oeokels —_—_ 

_ . ., Secondly,” Becauſe: to know ve 
the rate of others 4 and 15 it ————— fox thera 
co perform les han other men ?:. - 

And chiedly,” They profets chis tobe their Coo, 
ſcience, and to be conſcious of doing it ; 'and-is it 
notthcn both ſhameful and O- ——_— 
$0:neglect ic > Should a Phyfician: pretend to 
cure fuch as bd hicn mrs ſickneſs, and 
uld- nor-regird/co inquire into their Diſcaſes, 
nor regard ed.confult their good; or dircet their Pa» 
nents what a& do' 2 Would we nor g 
fey, -Herwete:both: idle: and diſhoneſt ? Even ic 
_ Preachers that pretend to promote yy 
peoples and-underſtandingin — 

Chriſt, and do nat, | mitey 
_ Jy» - ftp Fhurdly, This us chit chaipeople do, 
'their hands; Namely, That 
they hots reach chem the good of God; 
and-thercfore this. they oyghe ro: deſign, They 
ſhould: teach them the good knenlelgs of God; 
and they ſhould not only defign ic, | but laboux af- 
_ What was that which Cornelizs and his 
lends came rogether about, and! he fent to Peer 
.for,, -but this, prov dye muke thew know what 
was the mind .of :God, 19,:33'? The people 
expect nor that you ſhould fight for them, orcrade 
ac: for-chets; bur enlyrhar you ſliould in- 


pc ſiru& their thi Myfteries of Chunſt, and do all 


canto make'them know che Truth as it is' m 
clus; and ofigl men under Heaven, your Preach- 
by, are che moſt IE deceivers and 
| cheats | 


Q 


on - 


& . £ . , ' 


cheats, that neg e& thi $ tO Uc nd ; yul the 
ple dy keeping 

Real. 4. In 
run hs a Lau made 
end, . and who haye pro 
expeted thus to do ; blur I; ce ab 
£00 þ ON (hereto: ough ught co be ne | 
us doing, Ia 

Wiſe Preachas fs Th by: ea $2 
knowledge of God : I do nor. 
or every one, that 3s called. a] 
- bur Lis 
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? lare ws ape "_ or Ye TA Iſo. 
- with w, 1 % 
| : Koga, ER ant, wik _ | 
the things 9! < E 
of of Johas Cs Fs ras bod b boca 1 an 
POBTOus, tha k5 


| a the fellow ſhi Fr a 
| dodgy. Thoſe are: for pk 


God's Sg or: Servants, . 


partakergof. 
And thus ET for he den of chis pony 
That ig is the ducy of every wi Te Goſps Pr 


to make the people wiſe and having in the My- 
ery of Chriſt, Now to come co the Application. 
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The Sue's of Jiformiaedts 


If this be Preachers Buſineſs and Dury to teach the 
people knowledgezthen this informs us how unwiſe 

| and fooliſh Romiſk'Preachers arc,even the Pope'and } 
us Prelates, and Clergy, who are fo unwiſe and 
ignoranc of Goſpel-Truchs and Principles, that they 
not onely negle&t and- oppoſe this praftice, but 
acl and maintain, er Tanatwe is the Mother 
bt Devotion, and that kyowledge. is enough for 
the Prieſts, ' and the people muſt hang their Kyow- 
and Faith upon their Pricfts Sleeves;and: that 
Ks Tufficienr forthe people to do thgt the Prieſt com- 
. alan ands; and helicye asthe Church believes, Bur 
| This is to endanger the people to Hell with'grear 
Company," rather'chan to be {layed by the Faith of 


1uT ch, wo a! 
- ſhall nor'fagmuch ©o this Generation of Vi. 
pers, theſe id: Shepherds, cheſe blind Guides, 
caders of the blind World ; only let ſuch kriow, 
we ſhall nor need to fay they are fooliſh Shep- 
herds, and Peter's unlearned ones, and-none of 
Sſomer's wiſe Preachers; theif- own Works'atd 
'Words are ſufficient ro make their madneſs matii- 
feſt coal wile men, on ſpiricual Believers ; ſeeing 
What every wife Preacher doth, and onght to do, 
'Þ evea to teach che-people knowledge, - which 
neither do, nor judfe they ought todo, This 
ſaffice for chis firſt Uſe, © = 
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Tho ad Bo 8 of Bike ns. " 

Let this ſerve for matter of Exhortation to all 
Goſpel-Preachers, to make this their main buſineſs, 
tq, ſhew themſelves truly wiſe and able Preachers, 
even Workmea that need not be'aſhamed, by teach. 
ing. the people Knowledge. God hath giver y 
Talents tor this very —_ and the peoples was 
for this ; - namely, 


and expeRations call 1 
that you fu ſhould be their ' 
them as your 'Schohars and Children 3 therefoi 
intend and atcend this as your Sear Work abd Bi- 
finels, in, or by Preaching,” to make the 
wiſe and more; knowing, ' in the laving and 
fied Knowledge 'of. the Lord Jeſus, 

Beloved Brethren, "this 15 your and my t 
neſs, [er us give all diligence to add and 


more and'more to the peoples - knowledge, do 


Pakl, Not ſeekipg our own profit ;"but the Goof 
wiew7, that they may be aved,” ma a, I. 
Though wiſe Preachers acquire know! 


for themlelves, that they may wiſely Preachycor 
be wife _ rr meneS. ; Yer obrained know- 
| in t knowledge 
po. rubovervagey and lay ar endeavours, 
that the people may lazone whatthey: know: Tha 
Pax! did:make his buſine(s,” $0 make the Epheſiigh. 
to 'underfland his - how wn .n- the Myttery: 4 
Chriſt, Epbeſ.3.-4. #hen y0u-read, you Wy tis- 
derflend my knowledge ts rad wars Chriſt ny 
Mark, © Pawl'is not content” chat he under 
bur hg Writts and yy, to-make others un- 
 derftagd his "knowltdge | Myiterjcs3 nor 
nega wagto make chen or know 
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that he had 1 or 'underfiand: to admire 
bel camped ur butchat.thop might know, in 
or themlcives pac he knew zirhimſelt, and 


for them he laboured, that the people ſhould know 
and. underſtand what of Chriſt be. underitood g 
ahd.this ſeems to be his meaning, by what we find 
mow. $, 9. where Paxl ſaithy; T bet wnto him, 
then the Leaſt of all Saints, us Vx Grace giver, 
1 ſhould Preach g the Gentyes fv 
riches of C "Bur mark, the end for 
awhich- Pauly and cvery Golpel-Preacher, ſhould 
Preach the unſcarchable riches of Chriſt ; 
© ler all men. ſee this is the end of Preaching, the 
-. Oh Preach, ,Seeing.or Divine eye- 
t into he peopls, infole or diſt;l your 4rom- 
big, or Chrift's e. into. the people, that 
you may be rightly called, as the. Pr wereof 
old time, eve. Sects from fecirig, and ſhewing the 
mind of God+tq the people, x Saw..v.9. Belo. 
ved, cauſe the of Ignoracice.to fall from the 
| eygsof the blind and ignorant people, . Pity the 
people, and ſhew your burning loye to Chriſt, by 
Fw gormg dark anads in the true knowledge of the 
to hy on upon enlarge the 


3 men want.crue agd- ſufficient acquain- 


tet chemlſchye, of their dal lrbe loſt 
py: and 


eſtate by Nature, ** 
Oh! cauſe all men i in cheir Galt Princip 
unconrerted Macs to know chey. arc.ina. 


ble 
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ble and ®hiſcrable condition 4: there is bur-oge 
ſtep berweet thera anJ'Helly For:God i angry with 
thewicked all the day long, (tr eutry. day) Plal, 2, 
xx{- Make them kiow there 15 none good in-his 
naturet condition; there is nont-yoad; va not owe 
#bat doethr goed, no not one amorig all the male 
titude of unconverted Men-and Women, for 
ws.mnder fin, bm Jews and Gentiles, Rom. guy 
xa. .| oF 

.- Awaken mins Conſciences that are : 
..ktow and confider-the danger of a 


mis 
| Cc 

hels conchtion z- yea, make not only 'Pudlicahs-afifl 
Fs chis tobe their: aniſerable cſtaee,] be | - 


Sinners kn 
-make 'Phariſceyy and morally righteous Onesg/to 
know chis co.be.gl{s their miſery 5 and ebarexcepe 
.they be born again of Water, and: of the Spirgt, 
they tar never extr 1nte the K ingilom of Godz: Joh. 
” Fig not onely-Drunkardgz ; Swearers, Whe@- 
mongers, and Scoffers, cannot enteritito the Kiag- 


dam of God; but al{o'the;lokieſt picces of Naturt, 
that axe but ina flare of Natute, as it is writs 


of. the Scribes and Phariſers;' 20: catnct ener inte 


Kingdoms of Heaven, Mat..yzz2a0..: Oh !..ltc 
um > rug Gr ing90l 


may love, yet afvaimes: hedoyes not-the prifiet 
of their obedience, nor wilhſave:their Souls, 'ag3 
hinted Mark z9;.2t, 22;;23. Man's g Ne 
tare; is bad Nature with Gods: and fuch menarc 
« as fic and fait far Hell, as > > mpg 
vileſt of menzagChriſt faich, Mawzr, 3x. Pra 
when hy LIN cheng! gs - 
done condiciqn, without the Lord Jeſus and,Ws 
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' Except jour rightronſurſs excards the nr | 
[of 


T1879 away. 
will no more prrngh a finful Me to | For 
«than Food or Phylick can give a dead man life, or 
Rirength, or empty diſhes-farisfic a hungry ſto. 
| | h Reme ſay otherwiſe, that bare 
Forts will fave finful Souls; as a lictle Water, Oyl, 
| Cream, &s, uſed in Bapriſca, will fave the Infanc 
damnation, and make it: regenerate, and a. 
Child of God ; andthat every" one that receives 
their idol Hoſt inthe Mals,. receives llibly 'Je-- 
fus Chriſt ; and ſo in other particulars, ' Bur you 
. that are wiſe Preachers, teach. your hnow- 
, and make them underſtand, Ther withpat 
oſs »6 was ſhall ſe God; Heb. 1 2. 24, With- 
mien” may go to Heaven, though never 
Bantiſed, and thou they have never received the 
Supper of the Lord z-. but none withour- holineſs. 
Doing of choſe things, whilſt in a ſtate of Nature, 
» not Holineſs; . for the heart may be avunholy 
- afrer as efore, ye, -in the very A&of Commu- 
"ion" in ; the- \Qrdinances, as Judas, Mat. 26: 20, 
'2g, Ih..1, Y1,to:36. with char: excellent place, 
 Gal-6. 15. "Thetefore -men' inco_ the'uni- 
"Gefſtanding and kwowledge of their ,own yilenels 
I weakneſs, and unborrom mon from leaning or 
ing 0n-their moral or legal Ri zufieſs ; 
ahiee them Fro this was thac Rode-on which the 
eaprbe ba ©, and dropt inte Hell. '"iherefore 
avſe <= ſought 1t not ſid Rightgoulgeh) 
| Rom, 9. 32, © de ae" BS M0 
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care ee 
berieat - roo help to 


Fes 14 into 7 
gps knowledge of 
underſtand the 
merciful. Oh aur, 
and Righteous, Ard wilt 
4 clear the guilty, or ach ohed, i 
Cauſe the deceived Multitude to Ynons the 
Juli and Holy Nature of God, that the Rot 
atter and Siceive themſelves, with owes ant 
choughts of happineſs in a ſinful Rate, and wayes 
of. wickedneſs, becauſe God 1s merciful and graci- 
ous ; for he is alſo equally written'to be Juſt and 
Holy, 'and s God viſiting the iniquity of rhe Faw 
thers mpon the' Children, and upon 'thuir Childreuz 
Calves, , wnto the third and fourth Generation; 
Exod. 34. 7, Oh beloved, Cauſe ignorant Souls 
to know and conſider if God be. juſt as well 4s 
merciful, that chey muſt alſo be righteous and 
holy, or elſe God's jyſtice will not fpare chem, bux 
condemn them to all eternity, unleſs they believe 
on the Name of the Lord Jeſus. - Oh! cauſe fin. 
nerFto know che Juſtice of God, and how impoſſi. 
ble it- is to walk on in wickednels and diſobedience 
wo the Mind of God, and Righteouſneſs of che 
Goſpel, and be happy, by caufing thera to kiiow 
the aſe of chac Scripture, De#t.'29, 19, 20. "And 
it come 10 "paſs, when be*bear#th the words of this 
eur[e, that be bleſs bimſelf in bis heart ;, ſay » 1 
ſhall bave peace, thongh 1 walk, in the 3 | 
tions. of .my beart, to:add drunkenntſs to thirftl - The 


 Lodwil'y ot ſpare him, but t auger of thy 
nh be jrabufe, hl Jie agen ths 
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rix Tye P 
bal lie nprwtbine, avd the Lord (Mall blot hut his 
nts Heaven. © - Aa | 
©. Brethren, when you have done this, wake them 
know, that are bigten wich fiery Serpencs, that 

rovi om for wounded fingers z 
and as Moſes 1: p the brazen $: 1h the 
Wilderneſs, ſo liffÞ the Lord Jeſus Chriſt in the 
Preaching of the Goſpel : ſhew all-wounded and 
undone finners the way of healing, by the alone 
Righteouſneſs and Satisfaction of the Lord Jeſus; 
make them know'y, when wounded in Conſci- 
ence, aid undone in themſclves, | thar then if they. 
come finvers, 'with their fin.and miſery uponthem, 
without any Righceouſpels, : Qualifications, Pre4 

rations, or Performances, oaly as,finnery, wich 
| Naguraboac their Necks, weary and. beavy ladey, 
. brwill cafe thim, und they ſhall find reſt to their 
Sonlt; and this without money, or monies worth ; 
without regard to their humihavion, repentance, 
reformation, and amendmeni of life. Oh, make 
them underſtand-rhe free Grace of God to the 
 vileſt of recuraing finners, make them to know 
the new and unchangeable Covenant of God With 
his people, even the Covenanc' of freeſt Grace to 
"pardon, ih pardoning all finners, paſt, preſenc, 
and'to'come, and never to alter or change the ſtate 
and happineſs of luch Souls to alleterrucy, Fer. 31, 

1 2. ry * - | + gh | 
? Eh he exhorred, all you that ate and would-be 
actonnted-wiſe Preachers,» chus to Preach co your 

' people, ant reach chem, this good knowledge of 
* God, bothaguſbxo al} not in Chriſt, and merci. 
_ fuftoalfin Chit, how vile and miſerable ſoexer 

in themſelves ; "and thus co do, 48 t0.\teachahe 
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pe leis arid, Oh Lend, you 


of the Children of God,. draw-out the 


'. Four lations. and give the little ones of Chriſt 
our t; nouriſh theans with the Word of 
knowledge; and having begatrencthem co Chriſt, dv 
not ſtarve thoſe 'you- have begotten to Chriſt; as 
bad ' Nurſes do inany. times their Children; bux 
having begun a good work in any, perfeR ittothe 
day of Chriſt ; be Epapbraſes, alwaye: labewring, 
that the Saints may alwayes and plrfelt and comms. 
pleat in all the Will of God, Cola. 12, . 7 
Objeftion ; Bur ſome may pathbly ſay tome, /s 
it 3n the Preachers power, how wiſe ſever, to teach 
er infuſe knowledge into the people. Js nat this the. 
prewhiar prerogative of Jeſws Chriſt,” to be eyes to 
the blind, and to give underſtanding to the ſimple? 
Hind doth not Paui ſay, He may plane,” and Apallo. 
water, but God muſt give the increaſe, Prov: $. 
14, 20, I1Cor. 3, 6, And therefore why do you © 
arpe it onthe Preacher, as bis Work, and Diaty, 10, 
4b and infuſt knowledge into the people, as rf 5t 
were 1» bus power to teach the people to know. . 
- Anſwer; Tothis I Anſwer, Doubcleſs, and be- 
| yond a peradventure, it is inevery wiſe Prea | 
power to do his duty, which is thus to lgy out him- 
ſelf to che utmoſt, that- the may know; 


And ſecondly, -Eyery wiſe Preacher, and the 


moſt of Preachers, though wiſe, might.do more 
at this work than they do, VS 
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| ſow thy Seedy and in the evening with- belbownh not thy 


- Preachers of thie 


-makethe peoples knowing, your main bufineſs-and 
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's 
domuch through him that ſtrengthen- 
, and bath-promiſed co'be with them in 
a4 They are in God's way, God's 
way God will be found, as he hath ſa 4+ 
32. with Mat. 28. 20. 

Laſtly, Wiſe Preachers ſhould ill teach: the 
people knowledge ; for-though they know, they 
Wwichput God cannot teach the people knowledge: 
yet God can-by chem teach bis people knowledgey 


m 


' even then whed they think thty can do leaſt for the 


peo 

Piocrefor to conclude the Anſwer of this Ob- 
jeRion, Let us that Preach the Goſpelz conſider 
thar of Solowon, Eccleſ, x1. 6. In the mornin 


hand, for thou knoweſt not whetber ſhall proſper, ei- 


| ther thi or that, or whather they both ſhall be alrke 


good, Therctore you who are ONS, 
Golpel, be prevailed upon, to 


work in Preiching ; like Paw!, that great Preacher 
of the Gemtiles,- whoſe work was to teach all men 
in or-unto all wiſdom, - that he might preſent all 
fect in Chriſt Jelus : #herennto, ſaith he, 
1-alſo labour, firirving, according to bis working, 
which worketh in me mightily, Col.1. 28,29. And 
ro conclude this Ulez Let as Many as be perfett, be 


thus winded, Phil. 3.'15- 


The third Uſe is for Direflion. 


- The next Ule or Improvement I hall make of 
this Poinr, is for Direction to ſuch JPreibess as 
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- Praſe-andÞaactice} 215 
Firſt, Would you teach, your people Kugw- 
ledge, or make. your Hearers knowing in the Know- 
lidge of * Chrift 3 Then Jet me. beſcech you, to 
Preach bumbly, - for a prond Preacher is not likely 
ro. become a. profitable Preacher, This was ;thg 
frame of Spirit Paul went forth Preaching the;Go- 
{pel-with, eAs 20. 19, Serving the Lord-4n all 
bumility,in that Work. A proud Preacher will:moxze 
ſtrive co Preach out himſelf urito the people, chan 
.the ſaving Knowledge of Jeclus Chrilt into the pear 
ple. A proud Preacher will be too high to ſtoop of 
condeſcend _ weaknels of the capacities of the 
People 3 as the-proud in heart. will nor recetye 
Commagdments, even [o the proud-in heart wall 
not teach Commandments. Tis too hard @r 
ſuch to teach: Knowledge, or tor the people by 
ſuch to be raught Knowledge : Sych Preachers as 
deſire to be proficable Preachers unco others, mulk 
learn of thac wbaderful Preacher the Lord Jelus, 
to be meek, and lowly'of heave, Mat, 11.29. and 
do as Panl advifeth, Rows. 12, 16, Not to mand 
high things,” but to condeſcend'to-men of low,eftatee 
To which I may add whac he writes to.the Biſhops 
and -Deacons of Philipps, laying, Let norbing, be 
done through ſtrife, of vain-glory, but in lowlineſs 
of mind, let each eſteem others better than thens- 
ſelves, Look yot every one on'bts own things, but 
every man alſo on the things of «thers, Phil;2-3,4.; 
\- Secondly, Would you Preach protitably,,anfd 
cauſe the Prope.co get Knowledge,z then labour 49 
Preach plainly... Tis. plaih Preaching will caly 
prove - proficable-Preaching, Thus, Pas; ſeems, to 
mind, in I Car, 14, as the. yery. ſcope of that 
Chaprer,.to provoke Preachers to Pycach plainly 
3 OR I ' Withs 
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within, not above the underſtanding of the. Peo- 
þ ag »Aſerting, that if a Preacher preach never 
o rarely; yet if he preach above the underſtand. 
ing of the people, he ſhall be but as a Barbarian 
to the people, and not beneficial to .them ar all. 
Plainneſs and Pureneſs are the two great excellen- 
cies of Preaching z and as ever a Goſpel-Preacher 
would be found a profitable Preacher, let him be- 
comme a plain Preacher, Though high Strains, hard 
Notions, and obſcure or hidden Exprefiions may” 
Moſt commend amongſt men, - yet plainneſs and 
profitableneſs will moſt commend tgGod, and be 
moſt acceptable: and advantagious to thoſe that are 
perſe& and prudent. Oh therefore Brethren, all 
Ly that Preach the Goſpel, ſo Preach as Pax! did, 
as you have 1t 1 Cor.2. 1, 2, 3, 4, 5. compared 
with 2 Cor. 3. 12. as ever you intend to teach 
your people K nowledye. | . 
- Thirdly, If. you would diſtil or infuſe 'your 
Knowledge into the pebple, do not only Preach to 
the people, but live out chat you Preach before the 
People 3 be not only an Asdsble but a Viſible word 
to the people, How thall the people learn chat 
from our lips, ,which they cannor-learn from our 
hves 1! This made the Scribes- and Phariſees, the 
great Preachers of that day, they -could do no 
£0od co the people,” bir as blind Leaders, led the 
pooye blindly into the Dicch ; was it not from 
| hence, Wecauſe they ſay and do-not ? Har. 23. 3. 
with- chat of Fer. 23. 18, 22. Oh, as eyer you 
would be proficable Preachers'ro others, be not un= 
proficable Preachers co your ſelves, practiſe what 
you Preach, it ever you mean to- profit others by 
' That you Preach, - Nothing more gulls ao ns 
Ig BL, . ; fol 


». 3 # 
"3 4, a ” 4 


© Pagiſo- and Peartice; 115 
theedge of Preaching, than not living out the life 
of Preaching z; therefore /ge your light ſo ſhinebe= 
fore men, that they may ſee_your good works, and 
glorifie your Father which is i» Hiaven, Mac. 5. 
IG, | 
Fourthly, And eſpecially, Water all your 
Preaching with Prayipg, if ever you would re 
the fruit of your Preaching. Oh ! my belovi 
Brethren, Would you profit your people mychby 
Preaching, then water your people much by Praya, 
Ing ; let che beſt Seed that can. be ſowen, be ſowen 
into the beſt ground that can be, yer if ſhowers be 
with-held, a fruitful crop will neyer be obtainede 
Even ſo here, the beſt Sermons will be but loſt Ser= 
mons, yaleſs they are watered Sermons, Oh there=. 
fore, water your Sermons by Prayers 3 do not on 
ly pray for a Sermon, but for a dleſſing upon that: 
. Sermon ; pray not only publickly, bur privately, 
for a blefling upon your Labours; loſe not. your 
Sermons through ſhortnels, or wancingnels.in.pray- 
ing performances. This was Pax!'s way to ger 
 Kmnowlidge to be thebleſling of the Epheſians, Phi« 
lipprans, and Coloſſians, as you may ice at large in ' 
the firſt Chapters of thoſe Epiſtles. 
. Therefore to conclude theſe DireRions, ' Watch 
and pray that che Enemy ſteal not your Seed, or 
Chriſt's Seed rather, away out of the minds and 
underſtandings of the people, If any ſhall fay, 
Thus 1s no more then we knew before : yet let me, 
as once Pgter did, tell you, 7 think ut meet, 4s long 
« I am in thu Tabernacle, to ftir you up, by putn 
ting you 1n remembrance of thoſe things, though you 
krow them, and be eſtabliſhed in the preſers truchy 
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"The fourth Uſe is a word of Exhortation 
ITS to the People. 


The fourth Uſe ſhall be a word to the people en- 
joying wiſe Preachers, that thus labour among you. 
Let it be a word of Exhortagon to all fuch to take 
the Apoſtle's counſel, x Thefſ, 5.22, 23. We be- 
ſeech you Brethren, to know them that labour a- 
mong you, and are over you in the Lord, and ad- 
momſh you ; and efteem them very highly for their 
work ſake. Such are truly wiſe Preachers 3 yea, 
ſeth are painful Preachers, and therefore ought to 
be honoured Preachers ; ſuch are profitable Preach-. 
ers, therefore worthy ro be honouted: Preqchers; / 
Therefore cſtecnghighty them that are ſuch, I do 
Hot mean to provoke you only ſo to honour, or 
eRtcem, as to approve, commend, or encourage 
ſuch'in their Labours 3 but eſpecially honour theſe, 
by. ſubmucting and ſubjeRing your ſelves, yea, 
your Souls to their Do&rine z by living and aQting, 
according to their teaching, who teach according 
to the-form of ſound Doctrine contained in the 
Scriptures. - | 

Oh my dear Friends, this is the greateſt ho- 
nour, eſteem, and encouragement you can poſſibly 
beſtow-upon painful Preachers; thus ſaith the Apo. 
ſtle Fobn, in 3 Epiſt. 3, 4. 1 rejoyced greatly when 
the Brethren came and teſtified of the truth that ts 
an thee, even 4s thou walkedſt inthe truth; I have 
- 20 greater joy, then to bear that my Children walk 
z» truth, or according to truth. © The -like ſaith 
| Paul in that foreciced x Thefſ.'2.' 19; 120 \Far 
what is our bope, or joy, or erayn, of rejeyeing # 
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evep ye in the preſence of our Lord Feſres 
at bis cn For ye yp Un, and Foy, bn 
what was the reafon of this exceeding Joy, you 
have it declared in the firſt Chapter. . We. give 
thanks to God a{wayes for you all, making mention 
of you in onr prayers ; remembring, without ceaſing, 
yer work, of faith, and labour of love; and patithce 
of hope, &c. For our Goſpel came not wnto you ;® 
Word omly, but alſo in'Power, and ini the Holy Ghoſt, 
and in much aſſurance, as ye know what manner 'of 
men we were among y0u for your, ſake 5 and ye br 
came followers of us and of tha Lord, baving re- 
ceived the Word in much affuftion, with joy in the *+ 
Holy Ghoſt: So that_ ye were enſamples to all that 
belitve in Macedonia and Achaia z For 'from-you 
ſounded out the Word of the Lord, not only in Mace. 
donia and Achaia, but alſo »n every place your Faith 
ro Godward is ſpread abroad, ſo that we need not%e 
ſpeak, any thing. | 

This, Beloved, is the honour, efteem , en- 
couragement, and rejoycing, : wiſe and Spiritual 
Preachers moſt deſwe z that you that hear chem, 
ſhould be wile, cruly wiſe, holy, diligent, fruit- 
fal Hearers. There is nothing ſo much diſcou- 
rapes, grieves, and diſhondurs wiſe Preachers, as 
fo find their 'Hearers unwiſe, idle, unthankful, 
unfruickul, and unholy ; 'this grieves them to'the 
heart when they run in yain, and labour in' vain, 
as you have his expreſſion Phyl. 2. 16; © Oh; grieve 
aot the Spirit 'of God, rior the Spirit of your 
Preachers, by quenching che Spirit, and deſpifiig 
Propheke, as too many do. -If it be a fin to 
negle& Preaching, and not to teach the people 
Knanledge, as I have largely proyed z yea, * 
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137 The Golpel-P2tarher's 
be not only'a negleR, but a moſt ſcionible 
negle& _ to teach the people Ks » Let 
- me then tell _ cual, nbelievins. negli- 
| gent, forgetful, diſobedient, unfruitful Hearcrs, 
* Us not only > fin, bur a complicated fin ; yedy it 
3s not infirmicy, bac moſt unconſcionable dealing 
wich the Lord ; Fog your painful Preachers, and 
your own Souls, Therefore Jook well to it, for 
God will not beat it, . nor hold ſuch finners guilcleſs 
'that thus take his Name jn _ and turn his 
Grace into wantonnels, © * | 

I beſeech you tþink ſeriouſly of aText6r two, 
. \A Chron. 26, x5, 16, 17. go” the Lord God of 
their Fathers ſent to them by bus Meſſengers, riſing 
#p berumes, and ſending 3 becauſe be had compaſſon 
on bis people, avd on bis dwelling-place : But they 
wecked the «Meſſengers. of God, and deſpiſed bis 
Words, and miſuſed yt Prophets, until the Wrath 
of the Lord aroſe againſt bis people, tall there was 
- me af Therefore be bronght upon them the 

of the Caldces, who ſlew their young men 

the Sword 1n the Houſe of their Sarbiuary, 
yy had no compaſſion upon young Man, or Maiden, 
old Man, or bim that flooped for Age; be Love 
them all into bis hand. 
' Oh, mark how dreadful a fin it is to be a de= 
| hpier, or an oppoſer of Preachers! you may read 

& hainouſneſs of the fin, in the dreadfulneſs of 

-the judgment, 
F Take one plage-more, 2 Theſſ, 2. 10, 11, 12, 
by - 1102s deceiveablencſs of wrighteonſnefs 1 in them 
3 Pint: the becauſe :Bey P24 not the love of the 

they might he. ſaved, 
T Ot matk; it Youth, Ex. 00g 
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be not your own, enjoy good Preachers, and p 
Preaching, and will-not,. may, and care not for 1t 3, 
God will ſend you” Preachers ſad, or bad enony 
that ſhall only deceive. and delude you, and: 
this very cauſe z Even becaxſe, ſaith the Apoſtle, 
| God will ſend them ſtrong deluſions that they ſhould 
| believe a lie, that they all might be damned that 
believed not through the Truth, byt bad pleaſure'in 
wnright couſueſs. 5 
Oh' think ſeriouſly of this, you ſinful, proud, 
unchanktul, forgetful, or unfruitful Hearers "oa 
wall noc alwayes ſtrive with you,- or wait upon 
you, or continue the Preaching of the Goſpel a- 
mong you. Therefore provoke not the Lord- zo 
jealoahe, by negletting and perverting of his Ordi- 
nances, | 

But to cloſe this Uſe, letme give you twoor 

three Dire&ions how to anſwer this Ulſe. 
Firſt, Is this yet" true acquaintance with: the 
reatneſs and groflneſs of ignorance, and eſpecial- 
ly of your own "ignorance in particular? Pride 
makes men think they-ſee, and deſpiſe the ignorance 
and fimplicicy of others; bur *cis ignorance. and 
blindneſs, chat makes -poor and proyd Souls like 
their own ignorance. Therefore if you would be 
found the Friends and Preſeryers of Knowledge, 
' lcargto know your 6wn ignorance in the things of 
* Jeſus Chriſt. Yea, conſider how diſhonourable 
and truly reproachful it is for a Profeſſor, 'or a 
Chriſtian, to be an ignorant perſon ; "tis as re- 
proachful, as: for a Guide'to he blind, or a Ruler 
to be clad in Rags; which, what is more 
diſhonourable ? A Fool,in Civil or Natural things, 


is counted a diſhonour to a Famyl a bygthe 
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ſome Relation 3 even ſuch are fooliſh Chriſtians, ox 
perſons” ignorant in the Myſtefies and Kyowledge 
of Jeſus Chriſt. .* Now that the- moſt,. yea, the 
beſt.of ProfeiJors are too icnorant, take two Texts, 
x Cor, 13.9. For we know but in part, and prophe- 
e but in part ; therefore let none, how-wiſtſoeyer, 
think themſelves wiſe enough; bur it 15 theſe thoughts 
keeps many Hearers from being wiſe ; Fer, 8, 8. 
ow do you ſay we are wiſe, and the Law of the 
Fd is with us, and we will come no more unto the, 
hap. 2.31. Therctore, as the cure of this DiF- 
cale in the firſt place, 'remember what Pas! writes 
for chis purpoſe, x Cor. 8.2, /f any wan, thinks 
that be kuowech any thing, be kyoweth notbing yer 
as he ought toknow, Again ; 
... Secondly, Take this Direction if you would be 
a knowing people, be founta doing people, faith. 
ly and.humbly doing what you know of Jeſus 
Chriſt, This 15 che way to-know moreand much 
of Jeſus Chriſt, to be praftical Chriſtians ; Hof. 
G. 3. Then ſhall we know (that is, we fhall then 
know what we knew not before, when or how) 
if we follow on to know the Lord ; and in Fobs 7, 
17. If any man will do his Will, be ſhall know that 
the Doltrine is of God, hath, 

- Thirdly, Be diligent avout this buſineſs of Know- 
jd e 3 1f ever thou. wouldeſt' know, as Famies 
faith, Let not, a wayering-minded man think, he 
{hall receive any thing ; even ſoſay I, Let'not-the 
fathful, or the 1dle Chriſtian, think he fhall re. 
ceive, or ever attain Kegwledge with ſuch a frame 
of Spiric. © With what ſloth and idleneſs, negle&- . 
; fulneſs and forgetfulneſs do roo many Profefſors 
4 Purſu Knowledge ? Theretore be wor ſlothful 3n bu- 
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fnefs of this trarare, but be fervint in zn borne; ſerving 
the Loyd, Rom. 12. 11, ' - | 

* Pourthly, Hold' 'much' and cloſe communion 

with cnowingi wil} and holy. Perfons.: © This 
made eMpollos become more wiſe and knowing, 
even his communion with «Aquila, Acts 18; And 
this Solomon teacheth us, "Prove £3. 20. telling u$; 
That he that  walketh ith wiſe men, ſhall be wiſe 3 
but a companzon of fools ſhall be deſtroyed, 

Bur 4aftly,” It you would become a knowing 
eopje in the K Rr of God, be a praying peo+ 
le , Prayer muſt relieve both Preacher, and the 

preached to, in_this thing; Oh therefore be much 
in Prayer. This was David's praRtice, Pſal.139. 
18. Open thou mine eyes, that I may behold won- 
drow things out of thy Daw." And to cloſe,” re- 
member what Fames faith, chap. 1. 4. 1f any of 
you lack, wiſdom, let bim atk. i it of God, that groeth 
to all-men libtrally, and upbraidetÞ noxe, and ut Fw 
given, Thus much for this Poinc. - . 


"Now to proceed in the Text, it is added ; Tea, 
he gave good beed. This is the next piece of the 
deſcription of a wiſe Preachiegy be gave good heed. 
From hence obſerve ; 

DoR. 7, That be 5 "rae not \raſbly, bu 
beedfully. - 

'Tis folly co be flight or raſhin any buſineſs, -but 
eſyetially- in' God's" Matters, 'or in_the Matters of 
Preaching ; Ted, by gave Fo od beed; it 'is good 
to Preach hecdfully. pro dcn is cxeE ones 
Work, ſo itisto' be 55 Dk ed; /as fc 
is "weighty and-difficult | Work; even pong ought 

Preachers wary and herd(ully "to"pertorm "en 
purſye 


as r.s . 
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| your ſolvers, loin i Tim, 4.16. Take beed wnto 

thy Vir ful, and to thy Doftrine. ggaching-Work ought 
to be hecedfully, yea moſt heedfully performed. 

|, Queſtion; But it may be rode What is 
that which a Preacher anges thus Rey to 
mind ? 
In general I Anſwer, Ic is his Preaching, This 
is clear 1n the Text, by that which is added, — e»d 
Jought out, and ſetix order many Proverbs; It was 
the ſetting in order of Pargbles the Preicher 
gave good heed ynto. 

But- more particularly to Anſwer this Query z ; 
Firſt, He ought co give good heed to the oblcrving 
what the preſent. {tate and need of. the people calls 
for for he 1s by Preaching, to feed the peoplewith 
food ſealonable and-convenient for them : I do nor 
ſay, [Thar he is to eye or anſwer the wanton ex- 

ations, of the Hearer, but che preſent neceſſy 

and necd of the Hearer. This is laid down Mar. 
24745; Who then is awiſe aud faithful Servant "to 
give tham meat in due ſeaſon 2+ A wiſe Preacher 
maſt overſee che (tag of che Flock, in this regard, 
to know what thePare, and' whar they want art 


4be preſenc, chac the may by Doctrine wine every 
one, +not ſome, but hats oxe his meat in due ſca- 
lon. -Sianers, and unconverced Souls in a Congre- 
gation, mult be hecdfully provided forz and che 
_ and Childreg. of God in the Afſembly,mut 
_—_— be negleRed ; the minds of the ignoranc 
uſt beealiab ightacd, d,..and- che mouth. of the Adver- 
yoo þ be Ropped.”7. The Faith of the doubting 
FRY. GO ad che Fi of che eſta- 
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| it, Th impoſed ppon. 
put in 7 Aft: 20. "28. Take heed therefore unto 


| WAnrwe, I12z 
bliſhed ſecured, The troubled Conſcience muſt 
be comforted, and the Conſcience: of the ſleep 
and ſecure awakned. This is now to' give goo 
heed how we Preach, thus wildly to mind-and 
conſider them w/t Preach to, .__« 

Secondly, For a PreacheniFeive g00d heed 
how he Preaches, is needfully 6 e or canfi- 
der the preſent Viſion of the. Lotd,- or what the 
Spirit of the Lorg at preſent layes warm and freſh 
in upon his heart to deliver as his preſent Meſſage, 
and ſcaſonableto the people. That Meſfage' which 
is very lawful and feaſonable to deliver to the peo- 
ple at one rime, is neither ſeaſonable nor lawful'to 
deliver at another time, There is a-time, and buc 
a time, that is ſcaſonable for any thing z ſo there is a 
time, and but a time, when ſome Traths are feaſo- 
nable., Therefore this is chat - Preachers ſhould 
heedfully mind, the teaching, moving, and turn- 
4ng of their Spirits, this or that way, by the Spi- 
ritof the Lord Jeſus; and give np themſelves to 
the manuduftion of that Spirit: Thus did the 
living Creatures, Ezek1.12. And they went every one 
ſtraight forward ; mbither the Spirit was to gathey 


.. went, and they turned not when they went. This is 


Preacher's motion, and thus to move, is heedfully 
to Preach. Thus did Iſaiah, that good? Warch- 
man, Chap,21. 7, 8. He bearkened diligently with 
much heed; and he cryed, « Lyon; My Lord, 1 
ſtand continually upon the Watch-tower #n the day 
zine, and 1 aw ſet is wy Ward whole nights, Buc. 


again 5 
- Thudly, Heedhully to Preach, is heedfully to 
-obſervc our ſcope and: end in Predching, As in _. 
EEE ERELE OP BELLS WER TIes 
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ſo may I ſay of Preaching, Ifends be ndr right and 
honourable, it-will ſpoil all, ” as the dead Fly doth 
the Apothecaries precious Oyntinent, + A Preacher 
cannot think to do much good by Preaching, chat 
hach low or poor;gims or ends'in_ Preaching, The 
goodneſs of the Wk doth not argue the goodneſs 
of a Man's Aim ds in Preaching : But if ever 
Preavhers would do good at Preaching, let them 
heedfully mind'their Ends. When Ends are right, 
God uſually blefleth ; but when Ends are naught 
and low, God uſually blaſts ; as you have it Hagge 
x. 6, to 11. compared with Zech, 7. 5, 6. where 
che Lord renders the reaſon of all the blaſts or 
dilappointments they met with, was, Becauſe of 
the corruptneſs of their ends. Had not finful felt 
lay at che botrom of che ſacrificing, and faſting, and 
calling upon his Name, they ſhould. have had a 
Blefling'; but this with-held ir from them : Self- 
endedueſs at Preaching, 'is heedleſs and fruitleſs 
Preaching, God will not bleſs, with any great 
ſucceſs, ſuch Preaching : therefore Preach heedtally 
or wel-minding that your ends be holy, and pure, 
even che gloritying God, and: the profiting the 
Souls of. the people, In diſcharge of. Daty, . 
cheſe are right Ends, and not, to Preach for Ap. 
plauſe, Credic, or much le(s/Merchandize. But 
againz' * + | SF 
- Fourthly, Preachers ſhould heedfally ; yea, 
ive good beed (as in the Fext)to the Matter of their 
reaching, and not raſhly ſay, the Lord. ſaith, 
They mult Search the Scripture, as well as-Preach 
che Scripture, ' remembring Davzd, Plalm. 39, 1 
ſaid, I will tak betd to my ways that I fin #6 
þ my tenzue 5, and what Solomon ſaith, - Smffer 
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wot ' thy month to canſe thy fleſh to-fin; neither ſoy 
before the "Angel it 'n4s a. fon, Ecclel, 5,6, But 
chis I muſt ſpeak more co on anather parcicular,and 
therefore ' ſhall come 'to the Riaſdns of the Pojznt 
that Preachers had need to, give good heed to what 
they Preach; S797 thou anhuite arg! 
Reaſ. 2, Firſt; Becauſe if; they Preach heedleſly, - 
Chriſt will mind'ic heedfoully.'./'Tis dangerous 

Preaching heedleſly in the cars of heedful Hearer 
but eſpecially inthe cars of Jeſus Chriſt, whoſe 
eycs are like a flame. of fire, «and. obſerves. all. our 
deportments in vis Concernments, :-:1f/ he. heay us 
Preach heedleſly} he will ſer this finah order befare 
us, though he-ſeemr co/over-look ity and we thiuk 
he hath forgotren ir. Careleſneſs and raſhneſs in 
_ the: Miniſtry of the: Lord's: Word, meets. wich 
ſwifteſt Oblervarioh,, and; ſeyereſt.Chaſtiſrenes:z 
Therefore rake heed,*;and be holy; ye that: bear 
the Veſſels of the Lord, remembying/ the _caſnof 
Nadab 2nd efbibs,; Levit, 46&.5and bf Uizeb, 
2.8am, 6. 6,75: PAL ET | 1 g1 bt Ir; : ffs. 
— Reaſc 2. Secondly, he ond! ape 
- beedfulneſs is this;: Fe Obferrance of men. Are 
the Hearers, Sinners; /and-the worſt gf -Heartrs? 
they will and dooblerve the beſt vf Preachers, and 
lie, aSit-were, inmait.40-cntrapand.catch cheing 
+ or intangle ghenvin-thezr talk or Preaching, Such 
as.can obſerve littlerofthe Marrow of Preaching, 
or a Sermon, : will|be able enough-to-obſerve all the 
Miſtakes or Errata's ofa Sexmon..Therefore take 
away occaſion from them'that ſcek it, 45:Panl did; 

2 Cor, 11. 12. Ne olds tri didgr ual F 
- But again, aly,- Let Preachers..preach/ beedful- 
ly, becaulc of Saints; cheir.eyes are upon ay 

Te F ; 
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on, and - a +P God: . 
euirates pen to yom and 8$ Spiritual men judge all 
things, and have Coles exerciſed; and, like theſe no- 
ble Bereans, will try all chings : Therdfore, 0: 
therefore, Preach with good heed, and Preach on«= 
ly good things fot their Knowledge 
Yieaf. 3; Thrdfy, Preacheve bad nerd Preach 
heedfwlly, ' becauſe-that which they Preach is hard 
and: difficult to Preach. Preaching 1 15 not: cafie 
Work, it is hard Work, *cis curious Work, it 
needs much warineſss wiſdom, and circumſpection; 
to draw: Water .our of theſe Wells of Slraciag, 
and to ferch Gold out of theſe Mines of Divine 
Wiſdom; rhereſore ought they to give good heed 


co Preaching, 
i! Rea. 4+ And. laſtly, Preachers ſhould give 
good heed how they Preach, becauſe of the och 
and exceNency of what they Preach. Though men 
care not how drihg {catter theit droſs, yer they are 
yery carcful wintzhey.do with their. pelined Gold; 
Though the Husband-man pafleth not what he 
dothwith his Chaff, yer hes! very careful what he 
dkh with his Send-vr) >Even-{o: ſhould-ic be 
with Ptdachers, rhey ſhould bevery heedful where 
they. Sow; "4nd how: they beſtow: their princjpal 
Wheat. Okt: Sow not--upon-the Rocks,” nor on 
the High-way fide, buc on good Ggound:; and 
carefylly look to-your Seed,j20 Chris Seed.» it is 
r00'thoice'to ſuſtain any loſs; 'Oh cherefore,beed- 
fully Preach, ihat-you loſe not op nor 
pour reward. 7! 1. m2 rr: 
Thus much for the Reaſons of this Point; now 
eoola-Unds ad-wiihe word artwo of _— 
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Application Firſt, It Preacites ought nar 
good heed how they Preach;>chen this miniſters a 
word of Reproof to loch as are heedleſs- 
that think it is an eafie facile Work ts-diſpenſle and 

propagate Trurh ; ſurely ſuch do nor remember the 
Worktineioh Preaching, ſo they-ean bur Preach 
pleafingly to men, profitably ro themſelves, and 
ſecurely in reſpe&t-of others ; they think 'ic is e- 
Nough, never-applying themſelves to over-{ce- ot 
conſider the ſtate of the Flockys the yarious' ftace'of 
their Hearerss the avoiding of their Enemies; ithe 
Salvation of Sinners, and the" perfecting of the 

Saints, by an acute, exa,ciqcurljes, thocough 
- ſearch and enquiry"after Golpel-Trtxhs, char 
might Speak” and-:Preach (as*the!Qracles of: 
Well, I (hall not ſtand uportchis; only bominding 
theſe of that fad word z-Carſed br by that \doth-the 


Workof the Lord n bs cad levthele Prev 
ers _ what: God Tens to aibyhe 

Preachers; dy hee. Feramab in 
Ther efore'l ped beds rn (Fats 
weary with fort powr itromt che chit. 
dron abrval, nd upon the -Afſombly of ' hbls 


regatber ; for even the Hntbayd with 
ht taken, the Age #fhb bimtbin' full Ch 
And-their Honſes ſhill- yoann otherr; with 


thair Fields and Wines owes 
ont wy handpon"the In ror of Nh Land 


the Lord + For: frow'the leaſt of them,” js 6 
. . Shrpreateſt of frwikrqi rt Fovns given 16765 
: ern; ;4nd from the Prophet even unto the w_ 


, a . = 


every one dealeth falſly. 'They have bealed alſo the 


burt of the Dauybter of my people ſlightly, ſaying, 
_— prace, aterad there 16 no peace, } Jer. 6, II, 
pl L446 


Yore ; And ol I coricluds this Ilſe, 'Tis a dam 
gerous and a deſttutive evil; ro be a fleighry 1 Pro= 
Pa: or r Preachers: 


* 
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"Secondly; Leeehis eathoir all wife Goſpel- Preach: 
ersto-remember tlie Texc, and alfo give bd hecd 
ro-the Work:ot- Preaching : *Tis'not only honou- 
rable, buc diffielc, likewiſe tis high, ts hard 3 
Oh therefore ' give. good heed to this Work ' of 
Preaching. | "Tis novman's Work, or a Work per- 
formed fo much for-men, as for God,  *Tis Soul- * 
Work; as yowlove Souls, or haven value of im- 
mortal 'Souls;take heed to yourſelves in this Work, 
this\bleſted ,Workof Preaching." Oh be intent 
upon this thiug,: to: ſeek the'profic- of many that 
theyiniay be fayed,”: Oh Speak or Preach-as Pan! 
words 1c,” as:yeit onght ro-ſpeak, Epbeſ; 6. 20. 
ſtudy, Scriptuge; ſtudy Men; :liffen-to ithe Spirit, 
follow. its Guidance, give: your ſclves. upto this 
Work,:.takivng Solojyren's Counſel, Eccleſ. 9." x0. 
What, ſorver thy.band findeth ro' do," do it with all thy 

+ Oh ſtivertughtilyeobe ſpiricually exacl 

and perfect Preachers: - Oh rewember; Ir © -#e- 

quired "of a. Steward," that -he\-he\. found farhjal, 
F4 ©or«4- 2..:Therefore ler rhe.:-beſeech you, :M 

Brechren;and Fathers,even all you that are Chriſt 

Gn and: $6 IG Rb ATE give good heed 
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hag it 041 26803 16 als 1k 
-\Thinly, Ler:xhis Deariaie.£ ſacs 
reachgrs'as give. good an;Preaching,: ſo-20- 
RO tligt; they«may approve chemſelves: gbbd 
even Work»mew'that-nced- nor be: a- 
5 ſuch as Preactt 


oo dividing ehe Word 
epochs ; ng 
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Deere tons 
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there a lite] > 
Counſel of lay, = 
juſtified, and- ae ancd, "as @ this y 
who make uſe of that ſaying,#hat "hi waſte ? 
Mihai. 26; 8,.::. What need" thas quricuiſngs, thistc- 


diouſnels, ſo much dwelling apo 


v2 Text N53 
Why, lecthis ſerve to. Aniwerſuch z Js cherenot 
a cauſe, when, ic-is ts, required, of a Steward to-be 
Fe wrt er this. Rr ques 5 we 
| a7; _—_ 
Ts = ay ſecondly, .If _ 
Preachers. do: vide good or 6d qpide te 
(ace of the Flock, and. whereof they 
tad do deal poueobbplainly with your CIV Cx 
cif all fai not ſparing; auy.man, or-flace 
tering, any man, of any mans IIs dealing 


with: 
to: God, . Why. 
Mura? _—_ 


ired.of. 47 To  theprbo 
peri ry Oy ked s guſti - bum 
ble; «diligent; -/ painful, «. Faickfub: 1 - 
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1921 The oafhet-Bieacher's 
rex 5 or ſpucti,onſtek'co i : 


ces of whia 
15 known, or | be rouge may be krſown- 
This 4s the Trade Gdd' $ A — order to 
a Preacher 's Duty: 


*DoR: $- The Do&rine hence may be this; That 
the nyſe: Preacher's, Work, *s nat iti cafir, butts 
bad'tark, to artark the comprehenſion & fall nader- 
fnding reqwifie to bel [fawnd-t tu (very. Miniſter of 


_ life is |< confiidabe2 of falking "0p enqui-- 
ring afer fuller diſcoveries'of themes of Chit, 


This is plainly ;implyed in this phraſe; be 
| outy or antfrn $. A _ the way ole 
ting m——_— ye tire tA Sx <3 The 
Q CICAr U o.tnings proving ; 
Fart, That the xPpirwo things ;Daty, 11s an 
herd. Task or Duty... Sccondly,x Highiſes 2.con- 
tinued Act of l-arning'che mind of Shift. As he: 
doth not do alhat - o86e he -hachitd fo for . Chriſt, 
nethondach he learn all ac anyone {eaſbn be bath 
co learn from Jeſus Chriſt : He is alwayes doing, - 
and albyycs learttinþ, anche dies;” Therefore is 
che;Preacher's Work#hard\ Work: This Moſes: 
wall wideritood, Exod; ;d, 4ih,and:6< Chaptets.. 
This Feremiab allo apprehended in his firſt Chap- 
rH dApndllivg: Port concludes conteriting his Mini. 
{kr} Cort 6-55 ,Bhrfiotto heap Up reftimonies 
fox bobingdn ey 1,8 onfider this; ramelyovhur: 
the Preache! r's Work 1 IS reſembled (QC) + 3 47 He 
Few Ta&ldts or. thay anc relem- 
valiaue.Sould iens jyend » Souldier's life 1s a - 
Sn and: barUMipy even ORs Preach - 
{£513 x <1 Vo > þ aw ', 
"nk, *F18 Bot, : Watthway f mp and at | 


; alwayes. carrying on, I - 
dat ther ſore ſyre 
| t. hard; Iurg becaule ,ic_is 
perpetual Work. Bur ſuch is rhe Preacher's Work, 

te muſt nor. onely be alway preaching, buc al. 
ways farking, \ Yea, learniny while teaching, 1 in 
after the'Mind of Chriſt : His Work is. 
y. pike doing, unning on moxe and 
more after freſh and eries of che Will 
of 'God, \. Tis: ak ys Yea, night and day 
ſtudy of he Word and Wayes 'of God ;, be ſou; > 
out, tis opened to us in Þots. 2.1,'2, 3» 4. / 
a Work 'z mini muſt cry. for, feek for, yea, dis 
for, Seri for, hn jucends | to find It ;. Comm 
pared wi oh 3.21, | * 

Prout Lac more, Jes 2&d And' Wiſe 
Pr may be reſembled co co f Baan g and the 
Hand.- eng David pea ks of, Pſal. x2.3,,2, , Or 
to the gavd Woman, thatſher Merchin- 

EX : 
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dizing Commodiry is erefore Hier Catdle 
goeth nor our, by night,” From all Th may 
eafily be gathered, 'whar 3 Þard and &) 
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* Inaiged 'In the Ward 
ufold wiſdcm.of God 3, bur 
*tis hard'to Hs our t © ſum and variery thereof 
without much diligence. This Sels P 
He he ſaith, Connſe/ 5 Poke 

deep waters; but @ wan | 
8 out, Prov. 20.5, | 
Counſel which is un the TAE we men is Mike 
dee whe, and is requizes Eh and labour 
the drawing it out ; moye 
God rue te wie by wildom, and 
painsto the co 
and centered in theſe 
on, 'or Waters of the $ | 
God 1 Yea, Sig 1 i ence Fork * 
ic, and we daily find al&Truch 1s inthe Seri 
conrained yer can. we hardly draw. out or = 
end ſo much of Truth, pie fnrlf ron 
bet Sofa FN and flich as we preach to 
» when he ſaith) Thy Taos 
_ on Munxt& us, and thy 
deep, 36, 6, Now if 


meas, 


all God's in corre of hit, yer aith Gods 
Who i oe Sher 7 Argo without 
pra MR rk et Wea ogy 
tot nt. 49.3 
with 42. And ſurely ſuch Pradhna ink 74 
- bur. proud Phariſees, 'who will, or dare ay, or 
think” ocherwiſe of themſelves, Such dull, bad, 
of God, Be JWY three 
Ch 7. Yea, ſuch were Chriſt” 
wen ror poftles,, jboſe Moſter-Prexchers, 
thoſe ho be iy 1 {oY 24, 23, Q Fats 
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56, 42, 


purpoſe TT, 

'Now. the wiſdod of the "hx 4 BS Torah 
totime his'Word. of Dodine to the preſgnt wants 
and necefſicies of the people, and this is very hard, 
and requires ſearching out of the peoples wants. / 

 -Yecondly, This makes the Predchers Work hard, 
how. wiſe 'a Vreather ſoever-hecbe, to find ont, las 
egly;cheir wames,bur alſo how to apply that which 
35 intended-for them, "to be received or accepted! by 
them3z/eveti God's dwn People are a wayward and 
dif roſed People, or Childrew,! co the receiving of 
Spirirugl Food 'or Phyfick 3,and "cis a great piece - 
of Heavenly skill, and hard eo attain, _ Paxil im: + 
ſelf wricesir-a8-4 great _ G Heavenly Craft, 


2\Cor; 12.. 16.45. Y @ | 
antgE crhath wiſely gone. 
tops; muſt! 1 pron out how-ee td 
nd water he See hath bc admicted 


co 


omni &7 
9,1 
thisAQ mekes the Preacher's; ard 
heme crc Seed 'fown,” that je ele-no 
; therefor his work i hard ork} 


ELEY. And laſtly, ''The 
becauſe of that _ | 


of Fg pee Temple, or 
ſpel So 'Pawl.words i ie, 17 
made the preaching of the Goſgel decline from! Je- 


aching of the Go- 
efſ-2- 18. Thughe 


ruſalem, Ad&s8, 1 . with Ads 13,50, And'al- 
though the- ie * of the Word'muſſt 'nor- be 
hindred or dcclinet becauſe of Perſecution, yet-is 
Perſecution a means to take Preachers look: about 
and their work to be hard ro them.” 
And again, The Preacher's task' is made” 
hard by the oppoſicion-.of falſe Teachers, ch op. 


eld Truth of thie-Goſpet'y and whoj"as Fan- 
ne a Fambres withſtood ad Kadir 
| ret: 
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I. 6, 7» <0 when legal Ceres 
mONies.,., 25. | "nd Mears, Driiiks, 
Holy -Mcaors,” ar LSabbat ths : "What 
labour is Paxl forced co aſs told ud chis DoSzine 
againſt'thoſe Phi ecringss Gal;.6. 


xs, 12, x3. wich $8, x6,'z2., downw 
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Again, when the. re pop [ 
Power of the Lord Jeus Chri qo 4 
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. "Thus much for the hal of- the Point, to 
wit, That every wiſe Golpel- Work is 
noteafies but very harg, to ſeck after che artain- 


ment and compre of underſtandipg re i= 
eo be fo in every Maier of the Er 
Jeſus, 


- ons of Applicauon, Fi Sf it, be 
ws Ec ey . 


The fir Uſe i of Inftrution. , 


Faf, How ignorant aod-miſtaken {och og 
thoughts and principſes are, ' as report and imagin 


that Preaching is cafie. work, 'and the Preachers 
Life is an idk Life, or Call bh” I: appea 
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The fecind Uſe %c of Inſtrutlion, 


But ſecondly, If Preaching be ſuch- an hafd 
Work, or Task, and Labour, to perform it wiſely 


| and ſpinjtually 5 Then this acquainrs us what un- 


wiſe and idle fintyl Preechers ſuctſare as pretend ro 


- Preaching, y& take no pains in the performance of 
- thisWork,but trifle and 14'ec in'this weighty & ho- 


nourable Imployment.Such-may do well ro bethink 
chemſelves, At'is required of Stewards, that chey be 
faichful ; and remember what God hath ſaid, He 
»;8 not bold" ſuch gailthfs as take bi Name in 
vain.” Ler ſuch idle carelefs Shepherds, as' prerend. 
to'beGoſpel-Preachers,wiſe and honourable Preach= 
ers; yiew that word Ezth. 34: wich Zech, 11. 17. 

the het Sbipherd has Itkver the Flock 5" the 


be wpen bis Ari, and upon hue right + 
| Eje; 
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poo Preacher 60M Sins 


wb. 1.3.32. which. braught up an 
evil Fefjore  upongſþc Fodand* of Promiſe z fo 
theſe bring up an ors vpon/the. good Word 
and Ordinance of God, :the preaching 'of the Go« 


| ſpel, by their light, Ale; careſcts, 
d Kolb ofiable chang of the Word:z becauſe 
ſcek nor our nor, ſearch aſter the/ſerting of Para- 
bles or Goſpel-Myſteries a | 
to conſider what "I, Þ 
them ; _— che ons 


as that t er ther 
Cr ary th ao 
= they. are, in the Gall, mw trexnels, 

- and che: Bond phJniguiey 3 a. form. of == 
withour the power of it, nor rhaking it their bu-" 
nels, to take.away theCloaks and Shites, Pleas and - 
Excuſes, Pretences--and Fig-leaves, under which 

poor finners {helret 41d hide rchemfclves from. ahe 
forceof. cheig Preaching, apd the. wrarh ly, | 
althongh chey walk on un the nels gf their 
hi and add'-drunkenugfs to-rhplt, and cry, 
od will ſpare, Devt, 29. 
7 I fay yh cont in dumb idle Shepherds, or 


Priicden of our 7 ny - thus doing, le 
cheir, , or racher "may 45 to be 


oy ons 
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of El, x Sar 2; nts 

thoſe that bene Grd 

thiy that di | 

F wo to af Preacher at 
Tſhall sf Ws 

Prelates or Pelatity, DoRtorz or Dunces, one ey 


or Novices i in Divinity \£ for che pu rn 
che Golpety/ who hike unwiſe and Fool 


atid Preachers, 


ly or flightly wee pre onely 
hear and « Scriprute, "Mal. x. 6. Wo 
ante you, O'F ' that deſpiſe my Names, and 
ye ſay, Wherein hive we drſpiſed thy Name 7 Tos 
oY polluted Bread won 6 Altar,” and Fo [2 
Wherein beve'we priwred ity" Tu'that ye 
Table of rhe Lard'is eonternwptibſe: And ai Je fr 
v it 107 cy ?" Aud 
; 11 it not oily ene 
T's ſn bi Flock'"u Malt,, {nl 
voweth, and TeSifethts the nn te bl pes ; 
forT aw « great King, ſaith thr Lord 


| The third Uſe i of, Bcborttion 2 01..4 


” But again, The hexe Ule ? ſhall "make of this 
PointF'is for Exbhorratron, (in twoBrincheiand 
thatto two forts of perfotis. 

Firſt, Such as Preach the'Goſpel, h 
_— To fuch wo hearthe Goſpel preach-' 


a ® 


ed. 

E9ſ/Le [The by Branch, wares 
"Firſt; Ler me & toſpeak 2 few wor ts 
all fughi 69 feat the Lotdy and piggch the Goſpel of 
out -Latd Jeſus ; firt, Be exſionied fo to Pit 


or 
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of 


Chriſt, Oh.) hune, I} 

Rk os we ER 
a thin, $ 

Thorns, as. {ich who arc reſolved apt xo doſe their 

; Sung, and labaur or deſire, if iz be poſſible, Evea 
{a let ey "_—_ £0 

reach the 


« ſtriving not.co 


pieachz not only utto men, of unto-mens ears, bar 
{969 0 Or and .into mens hearcs alſo, if. poſe 
Thus Pax! preached ro the Galatians, as 
eli in So for the good of ther Souls, until 
Chriſt was formed in chem. | 

Oh Beloved! ftudy not only'co preach Notions - 
unto the People, D_ as to preach Motions in» 
$o the People, chac Chriſt formed in\ 
Oh | ſtudy Seul-convincing, and 
DoGrine, "Diring and defigning that all: your 
Hearers may be delivered into the-form-of that 
DoRrine, which from Chriſt, by you, is cothem 
delivered. Oh 1. chis will cauſe 5 nor only ro 
bave mancer of Peate, bur of - Joy and; Thank!- 
giving allo with Pax, Rom.'6.27, Ir is ealicr to 
frak out, and find our aSermoti to 1to-th 
'thapto- find out ' 
how.to be able rs diftil or preach a/Sermon imoche 
wow for if God, A a 
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ED = Panaching/': as Go the People to 
| we Preachsg no good will be done, chie Peo- 
be udidone racher by us; for the bercex the 
1s, andthe more f+- pkeaches; and che 
nar the |berter, buc-the worlez che more 
dangerous is chac - peoples caſe andicandition, and 
the greater will de their damnation, - Foto thee _ 
xTnAUM, exalted $0 Heapen, thog 

brou » to Hell; For if the wighty 
brcb vl done 4n chee, had been done 

FT. Sodom, it would bave remained till this day* 
| Bat. T ſoy, :[t fhdll bs 'morg toltr abla fot the Laid 
of Sodom, 3 che Day of Tudgmenit; than for ther 
Mat.::11. 23:24. Oh therefore, - as the High 
Prieſts of old bare. the Children of If aels Names 
upan their Breafts)ceven'-ſo ler all Wiſe Preachiers 
carry their Hearers upon cheir Hearts, thar God 
would thake-their: labour. of love uſefhl, aiid not a 
ſavour:of death unts-death, untd any of them, i 
Bll: again, Ler-mar'perſwade and exhort ſuch as 

ra co Jabs as they may _— preathed * 


Ge thy Sub firſt, preached d 5fro Chniſt, bh 
goolt©9:p co: preach throng any, 
"= ex che mind.of Chrift preached n= 
ro:thy Soul, before thou an yrco-preach the 
- ming of ChuSſt coady- Soul ; rerieaibring what is 


wiicen, How can t dard eaorje hey be ſent f 
» Oh Preachers ! "Tek ore exery 
oro pteach to of roger 
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which-hie | wbufd' rhaF*day have preiche®forck. by 
thee tororhees'ri Fo; rattan {apy Form 
except it be'gyen him-from! Aboyezor from Heayen, 
Fob.;.7; Oliſeek,and ſearch out Qiligently,wk 
Meſs xe 1s moſt meet for the Peopltzand wha;-M 
ſage Shiriſ would have thee now hand forth to tþt 
People; for 'tis not every Meſlage, but preſent Mel- 
lage,is a' meet Meſſage to bedcliveretd tothe Pedple: 
This we have hinted in the Deſcription of the. wife 
Scribe, chat he brings forrb of bus Treaſsry things 
new wh 4 things ſutable and neceflary* for-preſeat 
concerMeanr,1AMdat. 13. 52. T >” 26 org 
need, ſhould:be every wife Prea buſineſs ito 
ſupply, and thar in the firtt place, 'Oh ſearch; -:as 
afterche Peoples Leſſons, fo after che Peoples pto- 
fiting; 'be-.not: fool ſh Seedſmen as to ſow;:your 
Seed, yea, Chriſt's principal immortal Secd of the 
Word,” and never look*after it ;. be not-like-iche 
World's Sons of Levi, thar only preach;topreach 
themſelves«into the People; and:the Peoples Money 
into their Pockets z aud having performed as much 
of this as Law requires, and will effe& their:cne, 
they never care what becomes of their preaching. 
Oh, pray over your preaching, yea, pray. after 
your preaching, that God would bleſs your'preach+ 
ing; and add the upper, as the nerher Springs:to 
your preaching, and not let you run gnd labour in' 
vain, Search after the profiting of your Hearers,and 
ſee how theSeed ſown makes mcreaſe,in ſome thixey, 
in ſome” ſixty, in forme an bundrtd fold, Mark 4.8; 
But again, Let me once moreexbert wiſe Preach- 
ers to ſeek outthe deep things of .God, comtuncy 
in the Myſterics of -che Goſpel, or manifold wi 
dow'ot God; "Oh !} be notblind Leadersof- the 
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ec c, Go | ledge, is deep Waters : 
hol your diligence t to panty of the Wells of 


"Fur laf lftly Ys Sulfet me to 26d nds mort of Es 
kreat more ;; Search and ſee there be no root of 
Gall or : Machnach ſpringing up to trouble 'you 
in your Work ;, 1 mean, {ce be earthy uths of 
gpmno:ſayers, : "—— ſe Jour or ing, Or 
© g00L ation, behlen&d, that 
$4] of you may. be alhamed. 
more wiſcly any Preacher preaches, 

ok will ll Fi kleappottien and therefore his | 
wiſdom ſhould be, ' to cake away. occaſion from 
ſichas feel , that they of thecomrary part 
may be aſhamed,” Oh ſeek to Bayes preventingly, 
that whoſoever be Hearers, they may nar find any 
 - 6ccakon/againlt you, fave onely in the matter of 
your God. Strive to countermine Satan and Sin- 

$ n_ that whilt you are ſowing orion Seed, 

8 are co, low 'the Tares, © Thertfore ffrive 
0 hehe , 8510 leave them no ad 5. or advantage 
| Gta TS, yca,, ſeck eſpecially io to preach, as 
rt come to.you for Bread may nor 
* meet: with Stoney, pr ſuppoſe you give rhem Ser. 


ets: Fills 3-1 mean, Fancics aud Errors, in- 
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ve Food vr Goipel-Truchs, Ob ! 
b purely, pr , preach powerfully, 
. preach wilcly'or bane, left 
Fne FOucs, or ſo much as 
wie or appearance of| exception or 
"* 4 by {ty mbling 3 
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to put. by .the - 
| | force and {co of. a preaching,or to! wh vole ach 
ſelves gay oy _ obeying the, RT pet Eves. , 

ry Soul be wit at hor he C and, 
this is'to be a wiſe Preacher, and vue, Che (ct... 
in order many Proverbsand Parables, $0 m _, 


this firſt Branch of the Exbort ations 


The ſecond Branch of Exhortation. 


But ſecondly, Let me make from rs one-ward. | 
of, Exhort ation, co; {uch -as are. H - If. che 
Preachers mult ſeek, hunt, and , rafter che.. 
mind of Chriſt. co deliver ic unto you, «A nbc. 
7a lefs, than ſcek, hunt and ſearch after che com." 
andunderſtanding whapyou hear. Take; 
Ch brifts Counlel, Luk,'8. x8.. Take ow therefore. 
bow! you hear, Oh! if Preachers'muſt be wile . 
Preachers, bc. nat you fooliſ-orumwiſe Heaxers 3, 
if chey'muſt be painful and careful Preachers, be. 
you-not {lothful careleſs Hearers z:1f. they maſt be | 
| watchful Preacherg,. I pray, be nor. you fleepy.. 
| Hearers: For 1f Mey mult give.a ſevere account 
* | how hey Preach, think noc bur you Hearers mult 
| givea ſtri& accounc bow you: hear ;, for itis write. 
C ren, 5% wall "a with the Scholar as with the or . } 
1 er, 1 
. f ' Oh, ay "Beloved! did Preachers know truly | 
: and ſafficiencly ng he mright, want,.and worrh. of : 
? preaching, th door .ake more heed; 
how they prea gr woulyos He 
5 1] you Tak che. Worch, woke ad veca Iity 

of- ar: ts would ROY aagEre) Fatc 
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kr Heres, 'know or confi er' the worth' or 
prite 'of: your immortal Souls; rior the danger 'of 


; L | 
, " Oh Betoved'Frake heed to your ſelves, and to 
yu feer, when you go 'to Hearing ; and if you 
l ave any 'reſpedt for: the Lord' Jeſus, value of the 
F Goel, Jove edyour Preachers, or regard or pity 
ro your owtr Souls, do not thus evilly requite = 
Lord, 'your Labourers, yea, , your own Souls, 
to be unworthy; careleſs, heedleſs, mindleſs, We. 
leis,  frificlels E carers -of the Goſpel; whichgwith 
ſ&much wiſdoniand warineſs.-ovght: to ble phe 
to you; © Should a moſt choice Phyſician take piry 
of a poor dyirly Patient, and fictiown, and turn 
over all tis Experiences, and cake the-greateſt care 


ſcribe a Poriornt moſt ſutable;- qapit ſafe and profi- 
cabK for his Patienc z and Hers Patienc: ſhould 
either refafe to accept it, and negle& roread'ir, 
and refolve never to improve 1t' 34 would not you 
—P {7y, This was amboft unwiſe, unworthy; and un- 


lovmg Friend and/faithful Phyſician. Oh my Be- 
loved F know tand;confider this day, ſuch,-even 
h,- arc all ſuch: wes. unworchy Hearers, -as 

To en theie Joring, % d fairhful Preachers 
 - tinve-been diligently A ing»and conſidering 
their Souls caſe pnd condition and baving-fouyd,- 
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no tnore d6 you idle, fleepy; forgerful; un- : 


op eternal condition, if- you obey-not- the Go- 


hean to confidet his Patients condition, and pre-- 


grateful Perſon, to deal thus unworthily wich his , 
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28. Wherefore, my beloved Brethren,” let every man 


Carving | your own $ 


SS 5 C0” 5 Vw Sy. G—.. =.  .» 


£ 


- $a 
v - þ _ 9 
= . 
- - 
E.. 
k : N E & . 
. - ©, 'v Ll (- 0 


« * pm 
a: 
% £4} 
F 4 z. 


. 

hot Of wok pr ate bur: 6 ebb: | Ko 
dy, wii chey come and being iCamo'you bythe 
preaching of the Goſpel, —__ you Hears, }; with 
one conſent {light*it and. neck ie; one ſaying, 
He will' hot” Fon or Family to: the trabble 
co coine out'o 8 rs5T0 hear'1 = another, ah 
tome? 'bur is tofleep3 a thi zbur is totarp) 

cavil at-it heres. own faults; atid inflead 'bof 
watching his own heart,he warghes for the Preath- 


ers halcing ; a fouſtHf may come atid” tear, but'carc- | 


ſly, more minixgtis eaſe; nd 'ki$greb;' "ga 
g's *company, thafl the® Sermon "6t his-dray 3 
fitth may $42 but Þrger-; a; fixth, but? be. 
lievg' Kit diſpute "what he | heats { and a Tere, 
though” he iy antunderftinds, and rene 
bers/*yer comes prepared and* reſolvedto7be _ 
.moni-proof, arid" not obey* what he' hears,! fay-itle 
Preacher what he pleaſes: - Ma ae eV; 
'Oh\my Beloved t4ard\ norall theſe wrhanktol, 
and wiorchy: Hearers of the: Word, and fttchr 35 
giv&both God and* Meri occafion' tbe weary” of 
chem;and to ſhake bff the duſt of their ſcer gun 
thens;, -afid ſay#' Since by this ddjng you'judge 
your: [-lves unworthy of the Goſpel, Fn: bw Mb» 
19 tbe" Gentiles,”, As $31:466 5006 27 1 
I have done now:wich this Liſe, and: hal coll. 
clads$orh' this"Doltrine and this Exhortativs,with 
two Scriptures ; one "is ' that” Fanitt'x, 9, with 


be ſwift to hear to ved; 
roy yi of the od Lars ſow varetiently, 
'or your own ſelves. : 
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'1L,now, emacs .kq de nan; which are. theſe, 
inflgd, ſet on order wry Proverbs or Parables. + 
oe words conan another deſcription of the 
wiſe Preachar's Work, that i By To endeaxpur | to 


bs. 


is meant by a Proverb. 
-Secon y, #b jt ts to: ſet Proverbs wn order. 
bs, I'ſuppoſe, -cicher. are to be taken. lite- 
rally and ſly; - or, ſecondly, more largely and 
F- apt Licterally, by Proverbs, arcfntend- 
ſhort, witty, or {i ignificanc kind .of 
| Thus we-have'che ET uſed, Prov. 
oO, bs underſtand fland a Proverb, * Mar znt 
= fi0n; the,words:of ithe wiſe, i, er dark To 
 & :Pnoverbs, as triftly conſidered, / are witcy,,, wile, 
;dark,,andiſhort- Sevingsr cata af we look __ 
Jome few. of theſe. Preachers Proverbs, you ſhall 
:Findal thisinithemz as to inſtan& Chap..20, 17. 
Aawith-verſ..30-. and a mulcitude.belides.  / But al- 
though this Preacher's. way and wiſdoth. Jed him 
.this way thus: declare. his-wiſdom, and give forth 
:himſelf ;. yerwe muſt take. heed of tying all Preach- 
er$c0.this avayy rin; this ſenſe to ſpeaks. or give 
orth Proverbs.4-bue-to ſpeaK'or ſet forth Proverbs 
IN a more} general. Siticatiog, that ig, 
heuld gige forth __ and Fn 
: | —_ p_ e WAY C - og 
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i've his' is 'o, confider a few 
[xe mging Nils: 7 57 8; ou thall fikid Feſhna, 
br, "and" $b&4h;ab, anvil,” Ahiwb, Shab- 
Porn” "Hol: jabs" "ME ſriab; Kelita;: eAzariab, 
Fazabad, Hanan, Paluiab, and thy: Levites, cauſed 
rhe peop to underſtand” the Law ; - and the people 
flood 1n hol pes They read in ; the Book. of the 


Law of God ai nl and gave the ſenſe, and 
"1h order; 0'to- clear and'rake known 
Pe. NS wto ” roalonh by bl 'Þut rhe ray 


cauſed them to "the Peul ing. Here we 
A war othe people; "nd; 13 it" is 
% fooks rn M Whenee mark 
cath ch every 
ork" is-t0:u 


have. a large account of the Work Sy Defign of 
Dy achiers, HiT'p40d' Minifte5, ' it is to ſer 
= ta (Scare rejoyced at rltiseFoyment, . 
agdin, Trogrhjoy 187i That, che Wiſdon 

wiſer prudentP Jeet 
>. ought "to beJ* erftind his 


ways, that 1s, his. way of preaching,*how to give 
Fe tre ſenſe of 4 — #6 kd" his* bor (a 


ac 


raked Preaths 
mill are blind; t and fog: are al rin 
,they cannot bark.; ſleeping,lying down loving to 
w* Yea, they Perl) Dig! 1wbich an never 
bave en enou &, and they are' Shep ad that cant 
4 ae: Iſa. F6. 10, IT; ' Mark it well, 
They are Cokſh'SH eftherds, of pftiiſe Preachers, 
hor pn ein (6 the « Mind 6f the Eofd ah 
not how toſet his arables and Ponte 
orders the ike youghave Firi'g. 127 Who ic T | 
wiſe Mar that _ yer rot: and who'if be 
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fo ' 


#0 _—_ "month if the Lottl hath ſpoken thet > 
he may declare it F Take that of: Prov 22. whiere 
you have Solomon the wiſe Preacher bath doing chis 
Work;'and teiching wiſe Preachers alſs' to do this 
work, when he faith; Have I not wriiten unto thee 
exdthend things 59 4heofuls and in krowlidge, that 1 
wght make ee to know the certainty | wy the words 
of truth, that” thoid  mighreſ anſwer the words of 
truth to theſe oy. of ind unto thee? verl, 29, 21. 
alſo Chap. to. 3 3 32- "The mouth of the juſt brung- 
eh forth wiſdom! ad #86 46ps s of thy Er3nah thn 
#b what i aceeprable- Take that 'alto bf Luke t. - 
t,2, 35 4. Foramwuoh ar miny bave taken in hard 
to fer forth 1n' "bpltr a" declaration: of tbuſs things 
which ' ard oſt ſer 'bilieved' ons tit, tt "ab 
they delivered Theds- Wnt0' 8, which From : the bigin- 
ning were eje-witneſſes and Miniſter Fof* tht Ward 3 
, og good to mttalſo,” having had perfelt pn- 
ff adv ”g FR Rs from the ww firſt," to write 
wo thee in 'exrellent- Theoptvlus, that 
ohh 'wighteſt Kkndw M devtainty of 'thoſe things 
whit ern hou baſt "bitninſlyu@id.-'. To name no 
more, take Pail” :pharge and direction to Timothy, 
Tis" vomhe, giveattenlanceto Reading; to Exhor- 
Mition, to Dotbrini” :\ op; + ©} theſe things ;,* '7r 
thy (elf wholly "td! chew, that thy profiting 912 wp- 
jearro Ml, r Tir44\ 434/15, Fihoultfnow give 
yarthe *Reaſont-of che Pogis 1Jhall WS na. me 


them at preſent, Y.,rap2 £ fr Om, 


Firſt ; Every-wiſe "cre OY d6,- be- 
cauſe this is malt they all er fre 
Tl a profelstg db,” \tlia (be 


BR bd AY "of 106 
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deve, tr ae dy age 00; þ bes Figs wile 

" Res n "ESR 

| \ ple Tho js thas which: wie KY piays 
Leqgles warrantably promiſe themſelyes will be done 
for them, by ſuch as preach t6them; and therefore 

not to be denyed wry them, gor cap md 
DN; 2: _ ION 

Reaſo 

_ Thirdh ;;. If his be nor Gon. how oat its 
People. know what they have 19:80? how ſhall che 

Pager lves'co daty,. if gury. :Þg nag 

made lags or.the. Rarable fer in orger be- 

fore thenk } If Do&rine.be not. dear, e anuft 

be doubttyl ;..as,Pexl exprelieth,) 


\ If. 4he-T.r eo et 
grue an.wncertan found, ng Mrepore himſelf ze 
the Battel 7.x Cor, + Ty MT » ' 


nw "a (; Wr doug "0 

fmels to ſet Proverbs, or. OE Ne 
os m dye order ; , nothing i 18) axe certain than thy 

c they | will ſchthens; auiak on gy avs 
that fo 4 think of chat paſlage,” what the Lord 
ſaid ro Eliphas, the Temanies Myzrr oth & kendled 
oy 4d againft thy, two. Friends, Ry cs 


me the t 


7s Uh, what a oro __ OL 


be angry wich Page er'; Yiewabatof I 
5 x, 2, with thar of '2 Sqm. C. 7... 15 m9 
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 Iiy 
| But T realg you, I ſhould only gamethe 
and come. £0. |f{pplication; In the which] 
- alo-behe briefer, becaule Lhaye Go AN _— 
.cafion, agyou may nord; hol —}- to _ 
Nanſt of this.Doftrzne; all I ſmten 
In a few.ſerious-words of 4 wap tO _—_ 
- ;or would be eſteemed wiſe and Golpel-Peacher, 


Uſe of Exvergngias- | 2 


| Oh, Jet ſuch remember, and never forget,” it is 
their Duty and. Bufineſs _ ſer God's Prowerþs in 
order ; that is,, in God's, or Goſpel-order, t tharhe 
that runs may read the Viſions of God inzhe Scrip- 
+ ture..--Oh; lec/us-not be like the fooliſh Prem 
which. the Lord reproveth by the Prophet, laying, 
Seemeth it « ſmall thing. to: you, to have. catey up 
the good. paſture, but ye mnſt, tread 4 ny with your 
feet the reſidue of your paſturts 2 "and'ta have drank 
of the deep PAP, but ye muſt foul the erifdey or 
your feet? ' vAnd a wal my flock., they yas. rhas 
which you have" troden with your fett ; and. they 
drink, ths; which je have. fouled with your fur. 
Therefore, behold, ſarth the Lord, 1 wil, judge 
146, Eacks. 34+ 18, 29,20: |. * 
; I. beſexchy you, dear Brethren, - let ir be our 
'Work and Buſineſs to-do wha, the Pro phct was 
.commanded to.do, whenthe Lord anwr jad 
ſaid, Write the, Viſion, aud Airy ee | 
bler, that, nad wr ie 
'Oh, letith ur mag bufqil 
that, the Lard- hath Pr 
Jeſus. ſpake. agthing wi 
| 34+ hat i lictle wihoos A Para: a 
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15s The'Gowpnt 
1; not ſomuch/our. bulmeſ, 
underſtand how to ſer theſe Parables tn order, in 
due order, in their own order. Oh, -this is ne 
"ceſſary and becoming wiſe Preachers thus tg do, 
an& got co -ſer Proverbs out of order, into their 
own -or other 'mens' 8rder, labouring more in 
Preaching to keep cloſe to their own' or other mens 
ſenſe and order in opening the Scripture, than un- 
ro Chriſt's and the Scriptures order. _ It mat- 
ters not 'what Commentary, or Commentator, 
we dectine or contradict, fo we hirmotiize the Scrip- 
ure," #nd agree 'with'the Original? Seiiſe, and 
Scope "thereof : * Ler ſuch 'as preach, Arid: would 
-prexch wiſely 'and #pprovedly, confielt' the "Senſe 
and Tnterprecatioti: of Text, as well'as Obſervation 
or Application of Text. '- For how cati-the Obſlervs. 
rjon be true vr natural; gr che Applicarieri forcibÞe 
2nd ftrovg, if the/Interpretation be wrong??? Oh, 
rake heed of wrongifig Proverbs, ©-by knocking 
Proverbs;even God's Proverbs; out of order 3 and 
Me, and ſay hot thei\cruth® when you ſay;the Lord 
farch it, or the Lord's 'Word teacheth' it "andithe 
Lord trath nor ſaid it," iether doth his Word reach 
it. Oh, think frequently 6f chat word,” Behold, 7 
am againſt the Prophets, Taith.the' Lord, that” uſe 
their tongues, ant ſay, | The Lord ſmth it, Jer. 
23:3r.: Think ic not wiſdom or excellency, to 
darken, 'vail, or ob[uve the Scriprure;:*or the 
Proverbs thereof';” but to utvail or--enlighten the 
Scripture'; char is; fake its real de onthe left 
by fo doing,” we not only contrat toGur [elves our 
own, biſt che fins 'of -ocher men alſo,” Ever: the fin 
ar fight to the puniſhment of as many as have re- 
ceived and; believed four Urcams for the Vifions of 
__ "the 
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the Lord: ''Tis tmore_thani-we can; well bear,: our 
own guilr; and. the. chaſtiſements-of our own fins 
and errors: But O! how intolerable and; heavy 


may it prove to us, to-bear the guilt or puniſhment. 


of the many deceived - and corrupted by us,... The 
greateſt: of \Preachers and Writers, without con- 
formiry to this Dorine, lic n-greateſt danger, as 
being the greateſt of Deceivers. 
Buc I ſhall fay no more to this #ſe or Doftrine, 
ſave only a cloſing word, becauſe I am ſpeaking to 


the wiſe, and '& word to the wiſe way ſuffice : and 


truly ſuch as are otherwiſe, tis nor che many. 


words will do any good, as\ Solomon tells us; 


T bongh thou ſhouldeſt bray a fool in @ morter among. 


wheat with « peſtle, yet will wor (ts fooliſhneſs depart 
from bim, Prov.27. 22. Wherefore, my Brethren, 
let tu therefore, ' as many 4s be perfett, be thus mind- 


ed; and if in anything yt be otherwiſe mindad;God 


ſhall reveal even this unto. you, Philippians 34/25. 
And ſo I come to. the next verle, or next words 
of the Text ; though I might offer another Obſer. 
vation from the number of Proverbs, the wiſe 
Preacher ſet in order ; tis: many, or the All of 
themany Proverbs that are in the Scripture. _ | 
. We might note,  Waſe Preachers are fruitful 
Preachers, not barren, lean, or dry Preachers, 
that can onely interpret ſome one or other ſingle 
P:overb ; but can ſet in order che. many or mani. 
fold Proverbs ig the Scripture,z, but I ſhall rather, 
proceed and haſten-to a clofe, ..; » | 


"Aschi Sripuee is Prophizical and fooks a 


wards the truly wile, or crafiſceadenc]y wiſe 
Preacher, our Lord Jclus,chac greaxerithan So/qman 
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me note Aterrihiniss but this T now dall 
enrol ſors you find in verſ.-20,' The Preacher 
ſought : te find ont acceptable words; and that which 
 warwritten was upright, even words of truth. 
 Ingenera}, This Verſe gives us account of what 
the Preacher fought, even acceptable words; and this 
isth&ſccond thing he ſought, as 'this verſe com- 
pared wich the former acquaints us. 

Bur more particularly, In che Verle we have 
two — 
z An account of what the Preacher ſought 
ofin nt even acceptable words, 

Secondly , The cxcellency or property of thoſe 
acceptable words, 'in theſe words, arid: that which 
was written, was wpright, even words of trath,-or 
according to truch3\ not only upright, but alſo 
words of ruth, * + 


. - fo#begin withthe firſt of theſe 3 Fbe Preacher 
ſought to find ont acceptable words, . This is every 
wiſe Preacher's -Work, *to ſeek how to find out 
acceptable words, or how to make his words ac-' ' 
ceptadle, 

For the tmprovement of theſe Seals one. ques 
ſion is neceſlary-to be reſolved, ro wit, "What ac-. 

ce rable words are, or ſueb acceptable words are 
: Preachers ought to ſeek ont # 

2 Anſwer ; © Firſt; Negatively, Not flattering 
words, orgeceirful words, thoagh: ſometimes ſuch 
| —_— Praia and the cople” account 
table; as iri that p of the falle 
khowing the aiſe&on of the King 
NY Nt Ak £4 aceeptable, bur deceitful 
words 5 "who laid, wich! one Qouleut, Go wpF} for 


., «t Lord ſhall ming) i 1110 the hands of the King, 


I os 


es... Bury wu find.chele <a BA 
words,” nor We * but of deceir 
io, a8 the conſequent declared it';- bur 
thie words the wiſe Preacher ſought.to: find our, as 
acceptable to the People, were upright, eves words 
of truth, 
Bur ſecondly, Affimatively ;-Ifay, Accoptabls 
wards, which wile Preachers jor or do frele-to 
find out, are words mect io be: accepted front him 
chat preaches, by them co whom he preaches g/'and 
ſo is every. word of. cruth in the. general, though 
ſome words more eſpecially; as Pal iumplies in that 
expreſſion, This #6 @ lapig worthy of all acceptation, 
that Feſwa Chriſt came into the World to ſave for 
ner, of whom [ amchiefs 3 Tim. x. x5 
Thirdly, Acceptable words, im ads which 
Gqd accepts, and therefore we be acceptable 
with the People z Theugh-the People prog ACe 
them, yet they voy be accepted. of God, 
| were Migaiab's words tothe King, 'when he 
a 1 ſaw all lſras! ſcattered: upon the Hills, as 
that hats no Shepherd ; and the Lord ſaid, 
Th « bavs no Maſter, 1 thew return ever } Pas 'd 
bis Houſe in peace,” 3 arr ght 22, 17» | 
Fourchly, eAMccegtabls words, wiiſply comtinien 
ſuch words 2s-arenotonly words of truth in them- 
{clvcs,. and fo-acceptable to (God, bur words ac- 
with che P , ang (o'acceptable 10. all 
pedts,. . Such were $ words. the me, 
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Army mbichis' OT fertbt beſt pwuy ably 
ro Egypt into their own Land, and #be C ue 2s ſba 
Fore again, and fight againſt this Cora 0 d take" 5t, 
end buri igmnhs. fire, Jer. 37. 7, 8. But though 
theſe words were acceptable, or rruth in therſelves, 
and fo to the Lord, and ſhould .have been'fo to 
ena as. being {p roficable: to'them :; Yer! for' all 
thisthey were unacceptable ro them, as is. manifeſt 
verſt.15. Wherefore: the Princes were wroth with 
Jeremiah; :aud"ſmmote bim,. ard put himisn Prifoy. 
This ag ſuffice for the Anſwer 'of this great 
Queſtion ; \#hat acceptable worids are ? Let me now 
= this Obſervation or Concluſion, 
v 


- The > DeBlvine, | 


That the wiſdom and work. of wiſe Preachers, 4, 
and ought tobe, to preach acceprable. words, 'or os 
rh 

I ſhall the Þriefer paſs through this Drink, ; 
becabſe I have had occalion already to ſpeak. forthe 
main things \in it contained, ©» Wheretore for the 
proof of what- hath been allerted, . ro wit, *Thac 
every wiſe  Preacher's wiſdom ing work," 1S- tO 
preach acceptble words, or acceptably ; Conhder, 
This is Pgu/'s charge, not ro Timorby only, but in 
hioi roall Preachers; to preach-acceptable words, as 
you have it 1n,.vhe following words of the'Texr, 
words of Truth; Hold faſt the form of . ſound nords 
which thou haſt bebri from we, 2:Tim, x. 13, So 


ro: Tarns, ſpeaking what Preachets or Eldgrs. of - 


Churches be ſaichy They ſhould bs «wen 
ebles. Pe Din both tw'exbort and convince 


gainfejer 1, Tit.-1\-9,, lo:Chapi2, 1, Speak, thou 


. the 


OS 


, 


the thing which becometh ſound Dofirine ; and once 
more you have it. given in charge among other Di= 
reions, 'Seund ſpeech that cannot be condenmed ; 
that be that is of the contrary part may be aſhamed, 
baving no evil thing to ſay f you, verl, 8,. An 
this Paul begs' the Prayers of Saints to God for 
him in this behalf, That Be might wot onely Speak. 
or Preach; bat ſo Speak, or Preach as be onghx to 
do, | Epheſ, 6, 20. with Col. 4.4, © © 

' Bur may not ſome ſay; How doth it apprar all 
thus while, that preaching ſound words, us preach- 
ing acceptable words ? 25 | 

However I ſhall grant, That to unfonnd hearts, 
unſound words are and may be moſt acceptable, as 
we read where the People ſpaketo the Propher, 
ſaying,Propheſie not unto us 71ght things ; ſpeak unto 
ru ſmooth things, propheſie deceits, 11.30.10,” Yet 
ſourid Hearts,” or graciogqs Hearers, they count no 
words acceptably ſpoken, or worthy their accep= 
tation, but ſoitnd and wholſome words ; as we 
read of the Church of Epheſw, that they hated 
the Deeds, or the Do&rine of the Niecholartans, 
which the Lord alſo hated, Ryy. 2.6, * © 

In the opening'vf this cerm," acceprable words, T 
told you it implyed words of trath ; which, and 
whictr only, oughc of honeſtand wiſe Hearers co 
be necepred. Therefore to preach ſound words, 
or words.of Truth, is-to preach'acceptable words ; 
being ſnchr words which only ſhould be preached, 
and are alwayes worthyof all mens accepration, 
And doubtleſs, this among: ocher things Paul allo | 
intended" im char phraſe, ro" ſprak, as be ongbe; 
that 153 orily and alwayes Trach,” or the lively O« 
ractes of G9d 3, not but that Preachers have-other- 
M things _ 


Ly 
WP. . 


things to mind, that their words mnay be agceptable 


; Þ, ſecondly ; Scaſonable words are,or ought to 


be accounted acceptable words ; Therefore Solomon, 
king of mga ons, ſai hs "0 

3n due ſeaſon, baw good us it ? or, how e 
1s 1t 2 Prov, IF. 8 Now, a word may befuly 

| faidto be ſeaſonable or ſcaſonably ſpoken, either in 
reference to God's.account, or bs oples concern. 
ments, © Firſt, In rcference to God's, when God's 
Cauſe and Honour cafls for our ſpeaking, then to 
ſpeak ſuch 'words as may moſt conduce to the 
Cauſe and Caſc in hand, is to ſpeak acceptable or 
ſeaſonable words, ſuch as wiſe Preachers ought to 
feck ont,& ſpeak our, Such were, Mordecai's words 
to Heſter, when he declared to her the Rate of the 
Jews, and charged her, That ſhe ſhould go inunts 
the King to yy {pa to bus, [own co ns 
7 crore or Pe e = ” 
fete ſhe ti; be Kore to - 
theſe words, werſ. 10, 11, Mordecas doubles for- 
- mer ſeaſonable words, as becomes wiſe Preachers 
ſo todo, and cells her, Think »ot that thow ſhalt 
eſcape 18 the Kings Houſe, more than all the Fews : 
For if thou altogether boldeſ thy ace at this 14098, 
then ſhall their enlargement ariſe from another place, 


verſ, 1.3, 14+ The like ſeaſonable were the w 

of Elijah, both to the King and to the People,ywhen 
he told the King, - / bave net tronbled Iſa, but 
thoy and thy Fathers Houſe, in that ye bave for- 


ſaken the Commandments of the Lord, and ye have 


but then and thy Fathers Houſe ſhall be cefrgjens | 
$ 


followed Baalim ;- and to the Peeple, when be ſaid, 


Lord 


- How lovg halt ye between two Opinions 2. If the 
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when heſaw them fo given 
x6, tg the cloſe of ha 


Necelſities, The work of wiſe Preachers ſhould 
be,” to ſure cheir words to ſuch occafions, when 3 
Pepple are ſecure, ferled in fin and finfal wayes ; 
then awakening, quickning, reproying words ar? 
maſtſcaſonable, and to God molt acceprable when 
fpok&n, and ſhould” be fo co the People, Such 
were Fobe's wards to the finful Fews, when he ſaw 
many of the Phariſets and Saddaces come: ro Tis 
Bapcuiſm, . he ſaid unto them, O generation of Vis 


pers, who hath warned you to flr ow the wrath to 


come ? brifly forth therefore fruit meet for repon- 
tance.z and think not to ſay within your ſelves, W4 
bave Abraham to our Pather, When the Peoples 
caſe is trouble and forrow for fin, then camforcing 
rw pl vi ſcaſonable and Pe Sp This 
the Lord himfelt reachech, ſaying, Speak ye- come- 
as accompl: Ie w3 , +40, 'T 2, 'A | in 
obedience hereunto, when Pecer ſaw thar the Peo- 
ple were pricked ar their hearrs, he ſid unco them, 

| Mz - Repent, 


HC Wo Fader + 16 to you, and ta Jour 
1, 1. to "al that ave \ afar 6 7 ven 4s many 
b the Lord our .God ſhall call, Ars 2, 38, 39. 
Ven the People are mar Truths neceſſary, 
or in ſome ſenſc of neceſſiry to be ar. preſent known 3 
Now *tis wiſe Preachers work, t0 ſeek out ſeaſona- 
ble and acceptable 'words of information, for the 
removing che peoples ignorance. Thus Peter did 
in that fore-cated As 2. 14, 15. And thus did - 
| thoſe wiſe ones Aquila and Priſcila deal wich 
- Apdllos, As 18, 24, 25, 26. 

| ;; To name no more Inſtances of this kind, When 
words may cruly be ſeaſonable and acceptable, or 
; bath ;* Iſlay, when we fce the Peoples fin ofenly, 
and dangerous to the inſoaring and indangering of 
ochers,. then *cis moſt ſeaſonable to ep in with 
reproving words. Thus Pant dealt with Peter, 
Gul. 2. 12, 13, 14. And with che ſame ſpirit we 
; find him ating againſt Elim the Sorcerer, ' when 
| | he {ought to turn away the Deputy from che Faith, | 

Alts 13. 9, 10,11. 
Thus much may ſuffice "N che proving and open= 
ing the Poinc ; let me now give you ewo or three 
Relons or Argumencs why chis mult needs be a 

- Truth 


eeſon 1, 

Fiſt; Becauſe 'ris chen only, Preachers can be 
ſaid in preaching to. preach; or in doing the work 
of preaching to preach, when we preach acctpta- 
bly, or ſpeak ſeaſonable wards, All other preach-,/ 
ing is fooliſh preaching, or for the Preſent but” lot 
b preaching. ' But again 3 
= KR LE IS cos Reoſon 
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: ſro wark, fork. out. 


| Gpaſſo 

' Reaſon, 2. | fr 4 
pe Buch Preachers. and Preachi 

only acceptable cg Gad, as ſuch ogly, ſhould, 

wile Hearers, as the Lord ſeems tq imply if, wk. 

expreſſion of che Propher, He that. hath a Dream,» 

let him tell « Drean ; | and be that hath my Ward; 

let hims ſpeak mvy.. Word faithfully. . ; Wh «t.,#, the) 

Cbaff to the. Whea: ? ſaith ork Je 1236 


2b. yr +15 fog of [0 1LIW2 


" p 4.4 


fm | \ Reaſon Uo *: 1120 145 ti 
afly; » Preachers aught to ſeek out accept 
words, becauſe, ſuch preaching. Wl on'y OE, gur? 
engagemenes and precentions, ,both\ ts, fzod and. 
Map.: Our. engagement, who, pre is like: qur.- 
Lord Chrif,, who faid,. / came jfrom Heavas, at. - 
todo. my oyn Wall, but the Will 4 he, he rut ws, 


Job's: 38,:* And no Preacher [4 Y- 
wr a Pr ns As tg. pretend leſs han tw 

here _ cl apmany preathle Oi and = 
neſt to. do what they pretend q.d0,, and. as. 


faith, Not h preach Bemſalves but Chriſt » 
the Lord ; ard themfelves Serynts tor Feſms ſakg, 


2 Cor. 4.5 
Toward ,aops. to. the driieaine, | w__ L 


promifed ro bel 
> ſe of Note ra 


{iT fil Uſe may be for, 
Jyany Preaghs gd reeare nok i 


Ws exca-ougaimey "ward bs, Pr 
ko ES = Precen Fe are, ah ar | 
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x66 The Goſpe-Pzeather's 
ther ſtudy che Scriptures to fittd out ſounds words, 
nor” cotiſule with God, or with the Peoplez to 
kyow whit nay be art acceptable word, of a wetd 
ſpokEn' in dite'ſeaſon, either in refetence to whit” 
_ a doittg, doittg; o+ the People af6 wanting If; - 
nizy more pþt ply. be tiled fooliſh Fe wiſe 
ke rr Who tre ſtudy Manithe' thih Giving 
Writ 3" and* abril” che thind of fiidog eſpecially 
great men, .rather than the mind of God ; and 
won own gain and irſefeſt, *more than the Peo- 


rt T {hall "do aropp ore to tile is} As their fin #5: 
God'and rhe Souls of che People; 

even ſos —G Fpttitance, and more wiſdoity;: 
their jdginent Wl] be heavy, and their daininatis' 
yh - not; Fo eſs Sink ſeriouſly 7 
i ter; But theſe 4s nathPal brivis | 
w/e b talkpn ghd ts jel; © dA Þ.4 
i ew #nlltrflaird wot, and* | 
Tr own corruſition; 2 Pet, 2. 14, Butts 


Sttokill, Fer Exkotowien 


 Sitotdly, 'This thall ris fot divord of Exbir- 
Fations and that to two ſorts of Fw ES 

Furſt; Toſnach as Preach, 

Secondly; Touch as Hear, - 

Firſt , Let me exhort and provoke all you that 
ire wiſe Goſpel. Priathers, to Fihchiblr br word; 
| 0 ont arceptable words, even wards 0 THh 

let ach which is writeen 

| me ro/ beſeech” you to ſeek"out S aſotidbte 
; and his Peoples accotinit; 

ſt Grnerarion-work God * and 


6! 
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hand in' your day, in the preſent day, and give it 
your word, as Nebewtiab did in his day, Chap. 2; | 
verſe. 3- Intimesof abounding of iniquity, 'Zift 
thy Yace ery cr; aloud, nots 
Pew the people their tranſgreſſion, and the houſe of 
Jacob their for, Ia, 58, x. And rake that en- 
couragingwotd and charge 'you Have given to the 
Prophet Jrremiab, Thos therifore' gird np" thy 
Toyns, and ariſt,” and ſpeck uno them all thet'f 
' Command this, and be not diſmayed at their faces, 
Fer. 1, x7, Oh, my Brethren, be prevailed 
on to make it your main bufinefs, next to the fooks 
ing after your own Vines, to look after «ereptable 
#oerds for the People, Oh, ſearch out the cauſe 
. you know not, and ſee what your and Chriſt's 
want, and Preach words ſeaſonable,' or in 
due'fcaſon. 'Oh Beloved, betiot Enowers btit do= 
ers of the Word, 'not deceiving your own Souls : 
This will bring niuch honour ro Chriſt, and you 
will then ſo do your work, as to have joy, and 
nor grief, in thegreatday of Jeſus Chrift. 
Secondly ; Ler me exhort you that are Hearers, 
to ſuffer a word of-Exhortarion, not onely trom 
me,' but from your Preachers alſo, which enjoy 
wiſe and painful Preachers, that make it their bu- 
fineſs" to ſeek our \aFreptable Words for you, Oh, 
eſtccin' ſuch: highly for their work ſake; and' their 
wotk- for Chtift's ſake, . Oh, flight nor ſuch words 
as colt 'them ſo tear, 'or ſo much, 10 find out for 
our uke, Oh, fin'not againſt ſuch words as are 
mable, and ſhouldybe to you acceptable, 'Suffer 
your Preachers' to 'deal_ home and plainly with 
you z 'tis their duty,” and their love to -Chriſt 'and 
you, make their work cafics take their labour of 


i 
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Jove kindly, deſpiſe nor, Peryerrs not, pxopheſyings 
of {uch asſces our prpableyss 3, 20d whatever 
they ſpeak. 1 is wods pt, Tru;b, and of ;uprighcnels, 
If eric. be laid ppon thery-4p, eek gut «cceptge 
ble words, do not thank you are.ax, berry whecher = 
you will receive or refuſe them; Nay, ng 
that dreadful wg. L .Lo, wbes, this cowerh to- 
then. £41) 1.knom that 4 Prophat bath bees 

Jouy 334 33+ ; The greac,Gad:that made ngs 
thing in. yain, |hach,; nor made. wiſe. Preachers. in 
vajry or that, you, ſhoyld turn Ae ear,, Or. 2 
rebellioas. heart, cowards them, , 5s fe uh fiſts 
haac, and ſearch ouc acceptable oy or you 5 
and, you ought.-tq-receive them with all reading(s 
of, mind; and take heed that they loſe nor Bs h 
you, the things; which they have wrought. . Gh 
believe it,, your {pixitual wiſe !Nreaehers do bring 
you arceptable words, meat in.dye ſeaſan; and there- 
fare let bim:that bath. cars, hear. what tbe Spirit 
ſauth to the Churches. ... 

, Andlifil yD, It. Rreachers muſt ſeek. out "Atceps 
table words for the People, then let their acceptable 
words be acceprably. entercaingd of you :. As anel 
ſajid.corhe Kingy | 0 le me lay, to all you to whom 
this Trixch ſhall come, Let my. Counſel be acceptabls 

fo yous and break.” fer fins Fl Righreenſwef, : 
nd your iniqnities of 'mercy, Dan, bt 
27, I mean, your fins HE OT bers, and 


their arceptable words from Jeſus, Chr 
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. Thus inuchfor this Word nd Is Poinr, I.pe "a 


ceed now from the Preacher a opt fothe Preaghs 
or's Commepdation ; ; Andthat.w ea "As wrjlyen 
44 th "__ Toes AY A Truth,  "20y 
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wk | Sp The 
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ky * 


IN Tk alevenk Dali 533 Lk by 
0 -* Whence 1 might obſerve, The a wiſe owhts ui 
a4 wary and, painful Preachers, \ and» ſearch aid 
ſack, out .60veP4) (8-1 46d | Jedſeneble mw for their 
People ; op ge eſervieg Preple will nt be 
ments iugg.or Afford them and their preaching, - 
deſerved incourggerent | odhgngendetens, 
&s pant fo be-wade toappeary \ 1h ii vt 
- Bug ramembring what. Selerven the Preacher bach 
 writ.in this.cale, Prov. 27-2, Let another. man 
praiſe thee, aud uot thing ae mah; FP ſranger, 
614 ot thine. anelips.  * 
1 (ball forbear.co proceed: any "3g and ſhall 
now conſider, che words without; relation-to'rhe. 
Preacher, as they;hinc.forth the commendarien;of 
uprightneſs and;cruch, noroblye up ahe-Preacher's 
Spirit, and. Works. bur in LEY Man's NRIS and 
Converſation... 
Bt Jp pod % Co | P 
The rwelfeh During ' 93641 
! 4110s? Yerre cel 
gd, 2 "Obſervation may. berttis That aofanh - 3 
of.. Truth and upraghtneſs,. ie, an 4x94bent frame' 
if —— in all that _ 5k Name of Chrift..ci\:> . 
o.fpend 4 «rr e 0pming 
N ab ray b rubem 2nd U joe an «is, FM; 
caſe arngi Ll wile d 7 


this 1s 74 eb (cour Bp ey  _ Sracious 
| greet hy know [logs Ndahecter kngy/n 
(Therel ore {hell briefly, give:ybu 

a proof _ _ es ON EI ITE wen 
Ks too - 2!01 ps A. - 4x 


That 


vo 'TheG acher's 
Thar chi fume of Spin vlkng lol 
and wke che witneh of » 


Iſrael co David, when he told hi Hers 


ncerning 
iy as the Lord borth, thou beſt betn apright, and 
thy going 0u7,and TR Retna 
ther, ſince the day of t any ate , to this 
ay, x Sam, 29. - 1h cm own (6+ 
laying, 1 was alſs upright before bum, ati 
—x wy ſelf fron wine iniquity,” 2 Sam, 22. 
& 

Rank, rtakerhe Lord's own teſtimony concerning 
Fob; And the Lord ſaid wnto Sata, Haſt thin 

iu the earth, a perfebt hy pri ah ren rh man, _ 

Thef®like honotrable acknow 

ite indeed, in whons there i no guile, John 1, 4.7, 
And Solomon tells us, Such as are npright in thrir 


ir igoed in my bave not found evil 

. ony, when: be ſings forth * oalaley'® his 
= ſetring ahde Man's ceſttmony to this 
confilered my Servant Job? there @ none liks = 
Lord give of Natbamel, mating, Bobold, an dah cu 
way, are the IG: delight, or his Lghcful ones, 


*' Prov. 11, 20, .\\\\ 


But this may ſuffice ſor he proof of of the Point, 


h manifold Texrs might have been foe 
_ IOESTLLINTþ ſed i ne- 


r; a. ty 
or Hreing, cherefore tb belike God in-breing, muſt 
rieeds render” us excellence in: /That God is 
thn 3 in his Beeing, take that ſaying for it, God 


- 499" 5 3 Vo i. 


oe 6 wt YT 


excellent frame thac cart be Imag 
gals 3 | 


ENCES a or hen 
, rg Oo 4 
Jul te 207, oy w rs ; 
wc" phi frame of br lagaal, * Bu SOLO 


Avent 2. | 9 
_ Pndhy: TR _ be 2 moſt © 
frame, ( frame 
6lt Alcoourdci axi anivrely RE _ 
=_ 'Tis oof of Li That dr wafenal 
hore he ight : This is the "encts or 

y, he is nor tiprip is 66E 


> deb ther. mr reall Dl Aba of datks 
neſs, and pretends to bean An 
en 


of Light, 2 C7 
xF.' 14. Thetelove "Lord would fer 
the viteash und unworthiaeb/ of che Spirir 
of, the Fews, 'H refls chem, Thiy ave of rhety Fee 
ther the Fey the Inf"of your Fahey yo 
wide," on $: 2.4. And a6 '$þirt is "1 
cd and deteſted of YE as the Spirit of Hy 
fiez Wonnto H: es, Math.23. 27. rea hit 
place at your lcafuve; * ThizHforeto be of the con- 
trary Spixit ro H ville muſt needs be excellent ; 

that's, tobe gs me"! Buy again z/ | 


@ © 0531) 


Frame: baguri/ in us vir; 
oh "Wl wy frame" ifvthe Rate of 
Rows be in kicha'ffarat here, a we 


/ 'thiſt needy ben glorious and'ex- 

CY ans we pts" ſaw Chriſt 

: rel, The 4.4 Oo the” Swat, 

#; Mat.x7 714 

xg how elotou ar kh ho "as avettanſ-" 
figured 


" 


Lg 
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into the Image'of Chriſt, ever this i image. 

of; Heurh/avd-uptighmcl of Caurie 2 -Silch axe the, 

moſt. FE in their Genaacion Bux, a- 
ein; ' Fig” 

© 3; ns: at | 
Laſily ; This can be no other than a Truth, 
Which both Heaven and Eaxth. bear witneſs to 5 
that this: -1vexdellent, even;truth and wpright- 
by. of in-whom-loever. it be found, we: have heard 
the, teſtimony; of | Heaven and of; the Scripture, z 
and jf. we'enquire-of all:ſorts. of, nen-under the; 
Heavens, they: wll;all ſeal to this Trichy, that Mens 
and Women, of, honeſt Spirits,” are.moſt defirable 
and excellent Brriohs both; to del] with. 90k con” 
verſe with, 7! ©; 1. 

:Therefore ſeeing this Dodrine Cn no pv ig 
"njec>as to' the gcknowledgrhens abereof,. 1: ſhall 
teale any further demonſtration, 1 ant? gome to. Mpr; 
plication where Iſhall-ſpeak\ſomeubing by way, 
of; Information,” ſome-thing oh, Exyarſatſong. aud. 
Up give ſome Mwiny.. of 00) to _ 1” hrig bo 


- 
ky, eIt  » & * «a +; 
* . = * C 


th of Informer. ! | 

Thy firſt Lied tall, ike of this Point, ©, 

make 10 aint, 118,20; 
| < you with a word of Jafermation, and that 
1 why go hence ic.comts79. paſs char why Preaphezgand 
bs le of cheL:opd are no moye yahredjand. clterms. - 
1 they axe this day? [Tisy becauſe they hag 
- : cons of chig.cxcellenc Spiric;in FS this Syux 
ad-of; -Uprightneſs.;::1 not. lay-4 5 
Nav Pe reaſon, prehor. op CO 
- but4lay iragaing alyoneft vrher; Reaſ90s, rhigas 
onpgnnd one; They fay,. Profeliors, n Wang. Leu 


" 
_ 
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and pt htneſs; "talk of Heaven, and. 8 
"21id'of rent and Patience, yet love the Warkds 
'and purſye che” World,' and keep the World! as 
*rtuch as any ; love few: bur theniſelves, and'Nen 
of their 'own Pripciples, judging all that believe 
yot 8s they believe, and praftiſe as they: praBiife. 
They are as miſerable and impatient, or forward wp- 
on eyery {light occafion, as any other men. There- 
Fore men are apt to think thar all is not truethey 
ſay, and that rhey ſpeak not as they think, but ate 
deceitful, meer words and fhews. - Oh my: dear 
Friends | I wiſh that this were alrogether\grbund- 
Teſs, ' and that there were not too much erach cr 
ground for this complaint. 
Bur Sirs, take notice how the waht of viſibiliey 
and aQivity 1n this frame of Spirit, cauſech' our 
good commodity to be evil ſpoken of ; therefore Jer 
ic be our wiſdonrand bulinels, to take away occh- 
fion from them that ſeek occaſion, and take head 
that we open nor the mouths'of the uncircumciſed 
' Philiiines, to rejoyce or blaſpheme.. Let Profel- 
ſors know what they can, and talk what they will, 
*rwil fignic little, unleſs they 'walk alſo in this 
Spiric of Truth and Uprightnels. 


Uſe of Exhortarivis 


But ſecondly, and loecidlly, Let this ber matter 
of "E-xhortation to us all, even 2$ many as feat the 
"Lord, both Preachers ind Hearers, ro labour for, 
and walk” in a Spirir of Truch' and\ U nels. 
"This we have ſeen is a moſt excellent choice' frame of 

S irit, inthe efteem'Þorh of God and Man, .: Oh , © 
| herefore, labour to'attain fuch'a frame of Spirit 3 

5, Fox 


” up, * 
BBB the He muſt Tap. 
or Womenof this frame of Spirit g for IL; 
w$. arc born of auother temper, and you who 
know what Moxtification is, know it 1s not gafig 
wonk ©9 m—_ ef deeds of the fleſh 3 but beit | 
ps ic ma po 6c be prevealed.upon, in chefrar 
j n thus duty, eyen to.get.our 
Saw ne ghis Hue, even into Shi good frame; 
and if it will coſt us the plucking our of our r 
eyes, or curing off our righc haods, yet lubſeribe 
to: It 
-- Andfirſt, Let me rely ' nee this word of 
Exbonwies.o us that are P chers, and ſhould he 
wile Nreachers, ſerking our "__ le Spa and 
that which by us is at any time preached and writ= 
ren upon the heart of che People, ſhould be wp- 
_ night, eveu words of truth. Ler us be A living 
"Wand, as eons rag, Word ; let our hips 
and our lives joyn together, and. ſpeak one thing, 
" even Holineſs to Febevebh., Ob, let nor us reproye 
fin in others, allow or indyl it in opr ſelves, 
What is that bur down-right diffimulation ? Oh, 
tlec us nt commend Patience, and be impacienc ; 
and Humility, and be Sons pf Pride qur falves, 
This {is not co walk with the foor of upright= 
nels according to the Goſpel 5 This is nat to'be a 
wiſe, bar an unwiſe Preacher, if not a proud Phg- 
viſee, and a very Hypocrice, Wherefore, if a 
A” bounder ſach temprarions ; as co eperp 


GE ay Sel; 23 10 ry dawn [ogy and Hoc 
x6ir. cry'd down fins z; to Ry Grace: and 
Verrue, and yet live ſhort in-Grace, and empry-gf 
XOR þ DRORg p aa be 4 excellency and piety in ſeery- 
ing ſo, and ſaying ſo, and in waſhing the our-fiee, 
—_— the Soode: make broad the PhylaReries, 
and enlarging the borders of your Garmengs, char 
is, in wy ſingular or ke reſtraints, and 
modes of Geſtare aud* Veſture, from other (obar 
and pious Perſons, Oh, know *tis not marringof 
our Beate or Locks, and having our ay pot 
and our Girdles trait, chat can or will 
wiſe Preachers, or men of this excellent wÞ ge 
Uprighcneſs and Truch. Oh no? we may be Fools 
and Hypocrites for all chis z and therefore ir 
 Nands us upon to do as char great Preacher and 
Apoſtle of the Genciles did ; Ewes to keep Audev 
(or beat black and blew) ewr and bring at 1nt0 
ſubjeltion, loſs ( O mark it >. by any. wears, 
when I beve preached to atbers, 1 my ſelf ſhamld 
G 4a caſt-away, 1 Cor. 9 ek And anſwer all 
Empcarions to con or coutrary=- 
fo Sienedneſ ro ch No nyery: .and frame of Spirits 
" «good boots ad, fay laying, Shall ſuch « mas 
flee ?: Who bezug 48 1 am, wonld defiſt ? Chap, 
5. ir So ler us, + yo I am, a Man, 
Ah more than a Man, a Chriſtian ; yea more thay 
2 Chriſtian, a Preacher to Chriſtians, that would 
ſeek great things for himſelf, under pretence of 
ſeeking great things for Chriſt ? | Oh, who chax 
were a Preacher as I, and preached down. Cave- 
rouſneſs, Idleneſs, arthl ade in-others, 
would lyc jan cheſe hg himſclt ? Oh no, Dy 
| Soul, 


\ 


376 TheGdlpet-PXarhet's | 
Soul,;-I will gory I dare not; '1eft T be not found 


wiſe, bur an unyite Preachiet, arid that which'by 


' mes written ot preached, be not words of Triith 
-and Uprightneſs, ' And'in the Cloſe, what-ever 
may be to others, I be to my {elf a caft-away. 
.O therefore, ler' Preachers eſpecially' receive and 
-4mprove this Exhoytation, and fſee' that owr conver- 
ſation be only" as becomath the Goſpel, Phil,'x; 27. 
-And to cloſe up this Head of Exbortation, Let as 
many as are and would be found wiſe Preachers, 
-be-perſwaded to think often and deeply of that 
* «Scripture, 2 Cor, 4. Therefore, ſering we have 
 vhbus Miniſtry, as we bave received Mercy, we faint 
wot, but bave renounced the hidden things of diſho- 
aweſtly 5 not walking in crafcineſs, nor” handling the 
Word of God deceitfully, but by manifeſtation of 
thetrath, commending our ſelves to every man's Con- 
| ſrience in the fight of God. 
- Having thus _ red my. Mite to Preachers, let 
me now be your Exhorter that are Hearers ; Men 
and Women 'tearing the Lord , *Oh; let this be 
your frame of Spirit, belike your Father Facpb, of 
a plain Spirit 3; who hath' his'commendation in 
his youth, rhat he was « plain mani, Gen.,25.27, 
Oh; ſuch ler us'cirat fear che Lord be, let onr n+ 
{ide be -manifeſt by our out-fide'; ler our Words 
and our Works agree ; our'proftfſions both-co God 
and Man, and our performances agree. and corre- 
ſpond together ; let our Light and our Life agree, 
our publick and private walking agree z ſo ſhewing 
forth, *that we are [ſraclites indeed, in whom 
there isno guile, Even rhe Epiſtle of Chriſt, writ« 
ten not with Tk, but with the Spirit of the lroing 
God ; mot in Tables of Stone, 'but in fieſhly Tables 
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of the brert, as we have it 2 Cor, 3+ 3«-, Oh, 'cis 
living forth:.chis Do&rine, . will ſpeak us forth 
clearly co be Chriſtians, or the Epiſtles of Chrift, 
when we have ſuch frames of Spirit as are throngh- 
ly ſeaſoned with' Uprigheneſs and Truth, Chri- 
ſtians, look to your frame of Spirit ; Mypocrites 
can look to their Words and Speeches. Look you 
to' your Heatts, good Words and good Works 
Hypocrites haye for God *tis Sains onely have 
good Hearts. for God. - Oh, look well -to: your - 
Spirits, how the frame ſtands bent, whether for 

ruch and Uprightneſs, or for Falfhood-and Hy. 
pocrifje ; and forget not that word Mal. 2: 15." 
Taks heed to your Spirits : Oh, dreſs your Spinics 
with Truth and Uprightneſs, for the dreſs of the. . 
Soul goes further with God, than all the dreſſes of 
che Body 'with-men can'do; as Peter informs us, 
where he adviſes Women, Not to let their adorning 
be outward adorning, but let it be the bidden man of 


the bear: in that which © ot corruptible, even the- \* 


Ornament of ameeck, ahd quitt Spirit, which in the 


| fight of God id of preat price, x Pec. 3. 3; 4: Oh 


my Brethren, look moitly' after the dreſs and'a- 
dorning of your Spirits, -tok God is nor only a Spi- 
rit, bur converſerh moſt with the Spirits, and moſt 
delights in the well ordering and compoſure'vf the 
Spirit. Wherefore ſeeing the delighc and ſacrifice 
of Ged, is a broken and a contrite Spirit ; give 
unco God a plain Spirit of Truth and Uprightaels, 
knowing that our God loves Uprightnels. | 

 Andto quicken us to the acceptance of this Ex- 
hortation, let megive you and my ſelf a few Mo- 
tives and Encouragemencs' to' jnduce us to be: of 


\ ' this bleſſed framg of Spirit. | 


DOTS. 
N Motive 
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Motive I, 


Firſt ; This is the read y way to have God RY 


felt lus love abundantly to us, when þe finds ſuch 


a frame of Spirit in us, as we haveit Pſal. 11. 7. 
For the righteow Lord loveth righteouſneſs, bis 


Countenance doth behold the xpright ; that is, favo- ' 


rably, oras one that Gad loves and, reſpes. O 
with what favorable: reſpec did of behald oe 


right Abraham, and upright Fob, notonly to ap- 
prove chem, but alſo co. reward them or privi- 
edgethem ; as we fiud inthat ftory ;of Abrabam's 
offering up of Jſaac;z whereby was, manifeſted his 
uprightneſs,. and God acknowledges it. Ger. 22. 
12, And when God faw that Abraham had ſuch 
a frame of Spirit, God doth not only give him his 


Iſaac from the dead, but tells him alſo, By my 


ſelf bave 1 ſworn, ſaith the Lord; for becauſe thos 
baſt done thus thing, and baſt not wth-beld thy Son, 
thine only Son, thing Thaac, that in bleſſing I wi 

bleſs thee, and in. waluplhing 1 will multiply thy 
Seed as the Stars of Heaven, and as the Sand that us 


upon tD Sea-ſhore ;. ad thy Seed, ſhall po «ls the 


gate. of bis enennes, verl, 16, 17. And left this 


ſhould nor be enough, hear turther what God pro- 
males, him' un the next, Verſe, ſaying, Is thy Seed. 


[hall ak the'Nationsof the Earth be bleſſed; and all, 
. becauſe he was uprighc, and in vprigheneſs obey- 
ed the Voyce of God, Oh, ſee whac favour God 
bears, to.upright Men aud Women, as in Fob, and 
David, and Pawl, avd others, might be largely 
manifeſted. 

Secondly ; Conſider, this is an encopragement,, 
. or an. heart-ſtrengrhening frame of Spiru, Oh, 
how wonderfully will uprightineſs ſtrepgrhen unto 


Truth ; 
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Truth ; according to that of Slower, The Lord is 
firength to the apright,; Prov, 10, 29, How did 
Damel's uprightoels give him humble and holy 
boldneſs in the 'day of his trouble ? as appears by 
his expreſſion to the King, Then ſaid Daniel #»to 
the Keng, Live for ever ; my Ged bath ſent bis 
Aungels,. avid bath. ſhut the Lyons months that they 
beve not hurt-me ; fir amuch a before him innocen= 


Cy was found in nie, and alſo before thee have I dons 


»o hart, Dan. 6. 21,22. Bur on the contrary, 
How . does the want of uprightneſs cauſe heart» 
trembling and weakneſs? as you may ſee in that 
ſtory of Hamaen, Heiſt. 7.6, 7,8. Ob thereforey 
get and maintain ſuch a frame of Spirit, .as will 


cauſe! and maintain in our Souls, a truly well- 


grounded confidence and boldneſs ro look God and 
Man 1n the face wichal, wichout'bluſhing in any 
{eaſpn.':. But againz 


Thirdly ; To move us to make it our buſineſs to 


ge: and maintain our Spirits in ſuch a frame z con» 
fider, 'Tis a frame fo defirable and lovely, that 


not only God and all good men love this frame of- 


hearc, buc all men, even the vileſtof men, approve 
of this in-others, though they may be wanting in 
it chemſelves 3 and this is the Apoftles Argument, 
the ſoever things are true whatſoever things are ho- 
neſt, whatſoever things are juſt, whatſoever things 
are pure, whatſoever things are lovely, whatſoever 
things are of good report, if there be any virtue, 4 
there be any praiſe, think, on theſe things, Phi], 
4. 8. But again; | 


2 go 


" Fowrthly ; Take this for encouragement towards (" ted 
prefing after ſuch a frame of Spirit : A _deceirfyih 
Spiric is a-vain Spirit, that ghes about © deceive,or;; . 
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go beyond God or Man, by frandes, by. guiles, 
and deceits z nay, deceives himlelf ; *cis like 

cloathing our-ſelves with Fig-leaves, or hiding our 
heads under the Spider's Web z "ris vain work,, as 
the Lord tells us, Iſa. 29.15, 16, 17... There is 
nothing covered that ſhall not be revealed, and hid, 
that ſhall not be known, Mat. 10, 26. For the folly 
of fools is 'decext, Prov, 14. 8. For their folly 
ſhall be made manifeſt to all men, 2 Tim, 3. 9. 
Fifthly, and laſtly ; To haſten, conſider but the 
ger of a contrary frame of Spirit to this Do- 
Qrine 3; and if former Motives cannot induce and 
move us to this frame, yet peradventure this lower 
Motive of ſelf-conveniency and concernment may. 
Though God is a reſolved enemy againſt all ſorts 
of fin'and finners, yet eſpecially 1s he reſolved to 
ſhew himſelf moſt quick and Tevere againſt perſons 
of this frame, God hath ſaid it, and will make it 
good ; Bloody and deceitful men ſhall not love out 
balf their dayes, Pſal. 53. 23. Hypecrites, of 
all men, muſt have their woes, and no portion of \ 
wee is ſufficient for their puniſhment ſhort of the 
Dwvils, weeping and gnaſhing af teeth, which muſt 
be theportion of Devils, and of Hypocrites, Mat. 
-24. 5 x, compared with Chap. 25. 41. 
Take but an inſtance or two of this, of two great 
men in their day; the one a King, and a choice one, 
* buc found playing the Hypocrite 5 the other a Bi. 
ſhop, or an Apoſtle, bur a bad one, and an _ 
crite, And behold how ſevere and quick God is 
in puniſhing both the one and the other. The one 
is David, who playing not only che Murderer and 
Adalterer, ' but the unworthy  Hypocrite with 
Uriab \, pretending kindneſs, but contriving and + 
| gs efteting "N 
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effeRing his death. How home doth God deal wich 
this good man ! now therefore the Sword ſhall n;- 
wer depart from thy Houſe : Andif this were tov 
light a puniſhment for. ſecrer but deteftible iniquity. 


and hypocrifie, God agds, Behold, I will raiſe «p 


evil againſt thee ont of thine own houſe." I will 
take thy Wives before thine eyes and groe them unto 
thy Neighbour, and be ſhall lie with thy Wives ip 
the fight of the Sun ; The ſtory you have at large 
in -2 Saw. 11 & 12 Chapters. 

The other is Judas, one of the Twelve, that 
plaid che Hypocrire and Traytor with his Maſter, 
as you all know ; And what became of him? No 
ſooner is his hypocritical AR performed, but he 
departed: and went and hang'd himlelf. Being a 
Preacher, could not preſerve himfelf from burfting 
aſunder, and all his Bowels guſhing forth. Preach- 
ers of all Perſons are in moſt: danger, if found 
playing che Hypocrites, as God tells us Pſal. Fo. 
21. Theſe things baſ# thou done, and I kept filence ; 
thou thoughteſt / were altogethor ſuch a one as thy 
ſelf ; but 1 will reprove thee, and” ſet thy fins in or- 
der before thine eges. Now conſider thu, 18 that 


forget God, leſs I ear you mT pieces, and thers be - 


none to deliver you, verl. 22. 

Therefore to cloſe up this Uſe, and this Potnt 3 
Let je be the care and Hvoun of the Souls of all 
wiſe Preachers, to ſhare in the Commendatien gi-. 
ven to Chriſt by che H:credians, who ſaid, Maſter, 
we know that thou art trug, aud teach-Þ the way of 
God in truth ; neitber careſt thow fer any mar, for 
thos regardeſs not the perſons of men, Matth, 22. 


And to j01 Hearess, that are wilp Fea Es of 
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the Word of ;God, take chat counſel of Zechariah, 
Thoſe are the things j8 ſhall do; ſpeak, ye every 
man truth to his Nerghbonr ; exerute the judgment 
of truth and peace in your gates; and let noue of 
you imagine evil in your bearts againft his Newgh- 
bout and loue no falſe Oath : for all tbeſe are things 
that I hate, ſaith the Lord, Zech. 8. 16, 17. 
Thus I have briefly finiſhed this Point, and this 
Ae becauſe I am not willing to detain you any 
ONngere, . 

I ſhall proceed to the next Verſe and Words in the 
Text, Verſ.1r, The words of the wiſe are 4s Goads, 
und as Nails faſtned by the Maſters of Afſembliet, 
which are given ow one Shepherd, * 

This is the cloſe of this Argument, and of the 
Text, and is the third Particular afſerred concern« 
ing all wife Preachers. in the oth, Verſe ; we have 
his a_ and Ciligence- mentioned in_ the x0ch 
| Verſe; we have his Doctrine viadicated ;z-and in 
this Verſe we have the Original and Advantage of 
ſuch Preachers and Preaching declared ; The words 
of the 'wiſe are a Goads, and 4 Natls faſtngd by 
the Maſters of Aſſemblier, which are given from 
axe Shepberd, 547 4 
: In which words generally we may obſerve twa 
things. 6 | 
Firſt; The Nature and Property of wife Werds, 
or th& words of the Wile yy They are 45 Goads, and 
4 Nails faſined by Maſters of Aſſembles. , 
* Secondly' ; "We have preſented co us the Riſe and 
Origiual boch of ſuch Preachers' and Preachings, 
they are given from on Shepherd. - © | 


* Inthefirſt we have alſo wo Particulars ; fiſt, © | 


"The 8r{ons. ſpoi.en of, - only the Wiley -and* rhe | 
|. - | C Vi | q Words,' , | 
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Words, or' the: Words of 'the Wiſe. Secondly, 
y That where-urfto the Wiſe and their Words are 
reſembled, and that is Goads and Nails. . 

f Jn the ſecond general we have alſo two Particu- 
Y ſars ; Firſt, The Perſon or Spring from whom wile 
Preachers and wiſe Words come 3 that 1s, from the 
one Shepherd. ' Secondly ; Note how they ' come 
) from che-one Shepherd voluntarily, freely they « are | 
given from one Shepperd. E 

Let me briefly open or explicate the Text. 
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L4 Explication, : 


Firſt ; #/hat are thoſe Goads and Naik to which 
the words of the Wiſe are reſembled z A Goad ſeems 
to be that uſual and neceſſary Inftrumenrt which | 
Neat-herds or Drovers uſe about Oxen, at labour 
and in travel; ſuch we read of Fudges 3- 31. and 
in 1 Sam. 13.21. Nailes are either ſuch as were 
uſed to faſten Tents, and the Tabernacle with, or- 
other. Habitatiors and things withal. Such was ; 

. that Nail Fat! took co kill Siſers with, Judges 4. 9 
21. Maſters of Aſſemblies, or Maſters of Compa- "1 
nies, or Maſter- workmen 1n all Occupations, Some 4” - 
are choicer Workmen than others ; one Shepierd, 
or che great and chict Shepherd i is our Lord Jeſus 
Chriſt. | 
The drift of: thefe words, are only to imply the 
choiceneſs and uſefulneſs of Wiſe. Preachers and © 
VFiſe. Preaching. They and their Work are as 
perfe&t, uſeful, and ws; ons as the choiceſt ior 
tiſts and cheir Works : Such being as neceſſary and 
uſeful in Spiricuals,” as any other chings' a tbe. 1: 
Humane Caſes ahd IG Ny” FI Rc 
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E : be: Laltly; ; Note,” All divine Miniftries and Mi- 


From the wards thus opened, divers Obſervati- 
onsor DoEtrines miglit be raiſed ; as from the Pex- 
ſons and work here ſpoken of, "The Wards of the 
Wiſe, We may note ; 

| Def rene I, . 

.T bat is tis mot Fa y Preacher or Preaching, but 
ouly the wiſe Preacher and wiſe Preaching that # the 
Peoples Eleſſing and Advantagt ; ſuch ks, will prove 
like to Goads and Nails. 

The ſecond, From the Compariſon 5 as Goad; 
and Nails, which are not only good and exaQt in 
their Nature ang Kind, bur needful and nece[lary 
in cheir Uſe ; from which I might note ; 

Dotirine 2. 

That ve Preachers and Preaching are very nt- 
ceſſer) and needful for the People. 

- Thirdly, From the ground and occafion of Goads 
and Nails, which are not only good, bur alſo to 
quicken and faſten. From whence we may note 

Doftrine 3 ft 

T hat the beſt of Saints Lo quickning and [et- 
ling, which arg the ends of Goads and Nails. | 

Fourthly, From the manner of actaining theſe, 
Note ; 


 Doeftrine 4. 
Either to be wiſe Preachers, and capable to. give 
wiſe words, or tobe a Prople [0 priviledged, a tq 
bavewiſe Preachers, and wiſe-Wards, us a free Lift 


, of God 5 as-'cis {aid 10 the Text, which are given 


p one Shepherd. 
Dettrine 5. 


01 14 come rom the Lord Feſta that Je Shep- 
| ds Shepberd, | R 6 
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0 For brevity ſake I (hall only infſt ual 


wiſe and ſpiritual Proachers and their words art ve- , 


| ul Me 
Lak de the. 


ſeryations,” into which I hall draw the ſubſtance of 
all thercRt. L 
The firlt is this, That wiſe and ſpiritual Preach- 
ers aud their words are yery uſefal, _ neceſſary for 
the ſpiritual ſervice and benefit s P 
the 3X mentioned, or the re things Ne 
furs are ar (an be for natural ends and 
The ſecond Concluſion is b--) bra al Divine 


Miniſtries and Mimftrations, from the. along | y 

will and Wiſdom of the Lord Fe Ss, of one' ck 

herd, and are freely given. for the advantage 
To 


People, as we have it 1n the Texc, DEER are 
To begin with the firſt of thele, to wit, Thet 


from one Shepherd, (or from the one Shepherd 


4 uſeful, and neceſſary for the; piritual ſervice and 
ju of God's People, @ tit Coke things menti.. 

oned, or the choiceſt things in Natkrs are or an be 

for natal ends or tes. - 
The «ruth of x06 WIN ſhines evi 

in Scripture; as in has of '$olomon, A werd fit 

ſpoken, us liks Apples of Gold in Piltures of Silver 

As an tar-rinm Gold, and an Ornament of 


Gold, ſoit awiſe reprover upon an obedient #4y 5. ON. "of 


ors ge Spe er OT ſo a. 
owl ers, Prov. 25. *, Wo 
12,13, -Hear alſo what the DE IS 
thes fhall they call on him 3n_whon wor” ©, 
believed? «And baw ſhall they-bel 
whows they have not heard 2 Suh bow i 


| MARY 4: Priacher 5 AOYD ke the 3 


; 13s The Golpel-Preacher's 
and utility of a wiſe Preacher, Bur left this were | |! 
notenough, 'he adds from che Prophet, as it is writ= | | 
ten, How beautiful are the feet of them that preach 
tbe Goſpel of Peace, and bring plad tydings of good 
things ? Rom. 10. 14, I5. 

o'trouble you with no more, take that Epbeſ. 4. 
where we find the End and Ute of wiſe Preachers ; 

\ Jt is for perfetting of the Saints,” for the Work of 
the Miniſtry, for edifying of the Body of Chriſt ; 
that we bence-forth be no more Children toſſed to and 

; fro, and carried about with every wind of Doftrine, 

-, bythe ſlight of mep, and cunning craf:ineſs, where- 

2 * by they lie tn wit to decerve, verl. 12, 14» Two 
or three things in the Text clear this ſufhciently. 

ba. Reaſon 1, 

© Firſt; The Appellation put upon Preachers, (I 
mean, onely wiſc and droflable Preachers) they 
are tiled wiſe; and that is, as hononrable ro the 
Preacher, fo allo profitable to the People. For as 
thar Peoples loſs is great whoſe Preacher is a Fool ; 
even ſothat Peoples gain is 'much whoſe Preacher 
is wiſe, unleſs themſelves be:infaulr. This our 
Preacher gives us, (afing, The labowy of the foo- 
bfh wearieth every one of them, becauſe be kyoweth 

yot bow to go to the Gity, Woe to thee, O Land, 

when thy King is @ Child, and thy Princes eat in 
= > the morning. ' Bleſſed art thou, O Land, when thy 
= Kinp i the Sonof Nobtor, and thy Princes cat in 
tv ſeoſon, for firength and not for drunkenneſs, 
Ecciel, 10, 75, IG, 17. | 


Peoples bleffing and advantage 
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have ſuch Maſter-Workmen to be their Servants, * 


with 3 Jobn 10. Therefore'to have ſuch Work- 


\ net contradie thoſe of Pagl which have been cited ; 


| % ES the Ungton of the | ] 


-Praiſe and Pmctice. 187 
that can wiſcly and preficably ſerve them. That 
this is Preacher's honour, (who are wiſe to be 
Ryled Maſter: Workmen in God's Tſracl, take a 
Text or two > Maſter, we know that theu art trwa, 
and teacheſt the way of God in truth, Mat, 22, 16, 


men, muſt needs be the Peoples bleſſing and ad- . 
yantage, , ®% 
Objebtion. | 
But ſonie may Obje6t and ſay, Is it not wruten, 
But the Anointing which ye have recrived of bin a- 
bideth in you ;, and ye need not that any man teach 
yon, but «as the ſame Anointing teacheth OE. all 
things, 1 John 2, 27? 
Anſwer. 
To which I Anſwer, firſt, The <crlpiairn; no 
where really contradicts ic ſelf any where, 'but - -* 
grees with®ir ſelf every where, and -only. ſo ought _ 
to be expounded. Therefore this of obn muſt 


which ic would, if this were admitted tobe the "2 
ſenſe, That ſanified or anointed Perſons reed riot . 5 
che teachings of any man, (no though - the wileft "" 
of men,) Which what can be more contrary” 
this; How' ſhall they bear without a Preache or ?. 
But let us take great heed of 'making Scripture. 
much as ſeem to fight with it ſelf, _ - b 
But, ſecondly ; to what hath been Obj aid]. bs $668 
Anſwer,The word [need ot] may be taken co Mm] "—— 
ratyely, not abfolutely or politively ; 3 A 09) yi - þ 
at all, bue nor that need ye' once. had. at : 
have, thac have not your anointing; 
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now under the teachings of that Anointing, 


with other teaching. 


. Bur, fourthly; Conſult the place, and the ſcopy 


= | the teachings of ſuch as would ſeduce them, yer'ic 
=. -. follows not chat they had nonecd of the teachings 
bl 's of fuch who would nor ſeduce chem. 
18 ' Fikhly ; Conſider, that though thoſe who lived 
- *underthe Apoſtlesreaching, had notſiich need of 
*% ceaching, .as Tuch who wanted that rdching, yer 
=,  thatchey wanted no teaching doth not follow. 
wy 7 And, laſtly ; Take this for Anſwer, Such as 
©. / have received the Anoincting ſpoken of, * though 
they neyer enjoy afterwards any-humane or inftru- 
2 ung fe ſhall be caughc by che Anoint- 
A ing, provided it 's providence, not the in. 
ice which keeps ocher means of teaching 
. from chem Io camordinnry gs God can and 
- wall work without means. In ordinary taſ& God 
wall work by nicans, and cies us to attend upon him 
"In the ar ack HO, 176 Lap ol 
TICATINg, ANG L064 the Wore 0 3 Kon 
0x74.  And'fo much for Anlwer of thiz Oe 
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Nor, thirdly, have they ſuch a degree of need, 
as ſuch have' who are yet without this Union, 
and are unregenerate, They moſtly need ceaching 
who are' unregenerate, how much ſoever caught 


is not to put by the preachirig of wiſe, bur of ſe- 
dncing Preachers, as appears verſ.26. Theſe things 
have 1 written unto you, © concerning them which 
+ ſeduce you. Now though they had no need of 


work of converſion, have not afterward fuch need . 
of any to teach them as bnce they had, becauſe 
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aneand Pzatice. 189 
;* But now to return tothe confirming of this Do 
F Rrine. As.their Titles,ſo che: ARts aſſigned to then 
"| bythe Text, and which ought tobe 'performed of 
® them, (or at leaſt deſigned by them) that is, 29 be 
| {© as Goads and Nails in the ſenſe given upon; the 
' |. place: They are Leaders,: Cordwdors, or Guifles 
of the Flock of .Jeſus Chriſt, And how wnskil+ 
ful wy the choiceſt _— ro. lead and  condutt 
themſelves aright in their way or j« ? An 
Paſtor, as well as their pro * Paſtor, thall = 
. come their Paſtor, if not conduRted and guided by 
wiſe and skilful Leaders or Overſeers, Therefore 
faith the Plalmiſt, Hy choſe David alſo bis Seruat, 
and took hiw from the Sheep-folds, from following 
the Ewes great with young, ht brog bt bis to feed 
Jacob bis People, and Ilracl bis Inberitanee : So 
| be fid them according to the integrity of bus heart ; 


and pnided' them by the- shilfulneſs of bis hands, 
Plal, 78. 70, 7x, 72. : F, . —_— 
4. But againz Wiſe Preachers are not onely necef- by þ 
1 fary, becauſe Maſter-Workmen,. and ſo Skilfpl, 1 
an Guides, and Leaders of the Flock, and ſo uſe. 
ul; Bur, ; Tr * 
- - _ Thirdly, They axe reſembled to Goads and - 
' "Nails: and how neceffary are they ? the uſe. of 
Goads are to excite, and quicken dull and flochful 
Cattel to go forward ; atld of ſuch uſe is the, wile: 
Preather,- both cowards Sinners and Saints: And, 
4 thus practiſed Holy Peter, who faith, Thas ſecond * 
Epifile ( beloved) 1 now write uno you, in bud - 
which 1 ftir up your pure minds by wayof remens- 
' brance ; that ye may be mindful of the words which 
'. were ſpoken before by the Holy Prophets, and of 
Commundments of ws the Apeſiles of the Lord F 
Saviear, -- I. 
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bach of ſuch Workmen, the Prophet” 1/asab tells | 


'us, ſaying, There # none that calleth wpoy th 

Nane, that ſtirreth np bimſelf to take bold if ahev 
Ka: 64; 7. | 378 
©" *Bur, Laſtly ; To ſet out the worth and need of 
wiſe Preachers, and their words, they are re. 
ſembled co Nails; alluding, as I fuppoſe, to the 
fixing, ſabliſhing Nails of the Tabernacle ; which 
how glorious a contrivance and workmanthip {o- 
ever iwit ſelf, yer would have been of little Tuſtre, 


fmall uſe, and ſhort continuance, 'if "ir had-nat in. - 


joyed theſe Srakes,' Pins, or Nails, to fix and fa. 
ſten ir, as in a ſure place, Iſs, 22.23, 24, 25, 
In\like manner, O how mucable, unſerled, and 
Kke unfixed' and wandering Meteors would the. 
World and che Dogee of God be, were they withour 
theſe {ure hold-fa » 

as witneſſeth CMoſes, where he ſaith, 'For \kwow 
| that aficr my death ye will #tterly corrupt your ſelves, 
and turn aſide from the way which KL have commund- 


od yow, Deur, 33.29. Which Propheſy was ful. | 


filled, Fudges 2.10, IT, 


Arxine; Thar wiſe and - hier Preachers,” aid: 

their words, are very vſeful and neceflary for the 

_ and ſervice of God's People; as' 
e 


ff 


things mentioned, or the choiceſt things in' 


"Nite can be for natural uſe or ſervice. Lee me 


"Fw come to che Application hereof, * * 
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cheſe divine-Nails and'Pins, ' 


"But this may futficeto'confirmand cleat this Do. \."4 
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The fot Uſe.ts of Information, >. 


The firſt Uſe ſhall be for Inforggation : If wile 
Preachers, and their. words, be ugh cboice bleſ- 
inÞ70 that People which enjoy thegdg;.cheo how 


iſtaken. are ſuch as think otherwiſe of them; , 65 - 


burthenſome and unprofitable pezſons,' ſuch as there 
is little or no need of ; and they can live well <- 


Dog without knowing ſo much as others, or thas 


which- others can tell, them, aud haye Grace and 
Light within, and need. not ſuch to guide them, and 


are wiſe enough, to: know the things of their. own | 


concernment, and therefore need not others ta 


teach them. All that 1 ſhall fay jo theſe is,, what 


the Lord faid by Moſes z ' O that they were miles 
that they underſfiogd this, that they would. confdtr 
their latter end, Dcut. 32, 29. To which I add, 


Wo unto them that are_wiſe in their own tyes/ #nd. 


prodent in their own fight, Ia. 5.23: ... 
And, Laſtly ; Let theſe: hear che Word of the 

Lord 3. How do you ſay we are wiſe, avd the Lav 

of; the Lord i with mu, - Lo, cortainly jn vain made 


be jt ; the Pen of the Scriber is 3n wain,. the wiſe \ 


| wen are aſhamed, they are diſmayed and taken; Loy 


' they have rejeited the #ard: of the Lord, avd. what 


wy dow 2] an them, Jer, 8, 8, Do 


% 


double word Exhbortation. Fult,. I oO ſuch as 
are.Or ought to be wiſe Preachers, | 


Buſt; As Goads, and as Nails, SN | 
T1 | £2 3 F21 
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Exhortation. (LL OLTE . + . cre ; 
neg 1g” 014 bo di. GH, 654. ag: + | 
_ But, Secondly. his DoRrine affords us 8 
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ah A 32eact A 1 
of Aſlembles : Let your Light ſo ſhine before men, 
that they may ſee your goot Forks, (as well as hear 
your good Words). us Perl did, faying, Be 


ye followers of ww, <1 we are of Chriſt, © For we 


ren you an Example, that ſo doing you 
ſhould feed the Flock, 1 Cot: 11.1, and Atts20- 
O, let us that preach to others, preach.cq our ſelves, 
to be like what we are reſembled to, even Goads, 
and. Nails, and Maſters of Aftemblies, (chough 
ander that great Shepherd the Lord Jeſus) as Peter 
cells us, as not} being Lords, but skilful Maſter. 


workmen, quicking and exciting the Flock to Tove- 


and good Works, And for this end take we care 
of ewo things. 


' Firſt; Be ſhining Examples in the praRtice of | 


what-ever light of Do&rine we hold forth to 0- 
thers ; PraQtice in our ſclyes is beſt preaching unto 
” But, Secondly; Since we are reſembled to fuch 
uſeful neceflary things, let us, as Leaders of the 
Flock, both know and take care of the ſtate of the 


Flock, quickning and provoking ſuch as are back. 
ward, dull, : and wanting, both by encourage- | 


ment and reprehenfion, as the Peoples cafe 're- 


quires z: imitating Holy Peter,' who reſolved, fo - 


long-as he was in this Tabernacle, to ſtir the Peo-» 
ple up, by putting chem in remembrance, 2 Pet. 
x, I3. That'fo the ſtate of Fernſa/em may be a 
quiec Habitation, a Tabernacle that ſhall not be 
taken down, nor one of the Stakes thereof ever be 
xemoved, neither any of the Fords thereof be bro- 


hen, Iſa. ZOs 20, 


Exhir. 


7 "Ezr8 10. and Nebemieb 5. with. f3s 20. And 
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Bar \ Secondly z Le we now offer 2 word. off 
i orcation to youthat are Hearers, whichis : If 
wife Preachers ray ns Nr Hr 
. maſters of Aſſemblies g then let me Eager 49g 
to luftes them ſo to be unto you,: them to 
ola = ſtate, _ I wiſely, and faiths 
: tally wich you, L exciting; YOu, es 
' buking, - and AT" on when a ben hoo 
on, calls for ic, __ ter chem Rabliſh, = ac; 

you, accor co their 5 | 
Ezra, Nethemiab, ps Pax, ne (tb her —p 
workmen did, as you may read, Foſb. 23. with 


conkder ,. although this 15 the Preachers Dury, 
thusts do, yer is this more that-many Hearers and 
Church-members can bear, either to be obſerved, 
rebuked,- quickened, or fixed in their places, to 
cheir work, and ducy : But are rather like thoſe 
Pſalm 2. who lay, Let ws break their bonds aſun- 
der, and caft their cords from ms; or like thoſe 
that ſaid, Our tongues are owr own, "who ſhall con- 
tro! wt Pal. 12, And how then can a Preacher, 
"how wiſe, how diligent, how zealous, how faich= 
ful, how loving, how watchful foever, do his 
Duty, to be as goads and as nails, when. the Peo= 
ple cannot ſubmit to him, bur are Jike thoſe che 
Lord complainsof, ſaying, Let ns wan ſtrive, or 
reprove another ; for this people are” is they Fd 
ftreve -with the Prieſt, Hol. 4. 4. O” therefore leg 
meiexhort you, that are. wiſe Hearers, and enjoy 
with Preachers, accept of -— RR given, ; Oho 
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them that bave the ule ov and ſubmit your 
ſelves : For they _—— pls, as __ this 

wuſt give an account, tha: they ma dos , with joy, 


Indies wah:oprnf's fr vhats #1profitable for you 
Heb- 23, NE Ho ohaims: "x11: 47 Fey 134 4d An 


Hr Laſthy';'-If wiſe' Preachers: be fach great!Bleſ- I 
ſings; ſack uſeful, 'neceſhary” enjoymehts(cyen/all þ 
moſt of neteſſity' ro beenjoyed) then-#{ you that |: 
erijoy ſuch, Bleſſings, bleſs God abundaiitly' for 


them, and be a bleſſing'ro': them, .' by 'ac& 


chem, and their .Labours, 'by obeying," a d'ſub 
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mitting to them; and their DoQtine, -Beenlight- |. | 


prey itheir enlightning words, and quickened | 


oe uickning wotds,: and fixed %y .their 
Hog ſta liſhirg words, ot pacorecyis Not 
being wavering-minded_ owes,” carried about with 
. every-wind of Dibltrine, or cutning craftineſs of men, 


Heb, 13.9. Eph.4 4. But fufter + your Preachers 


to ſay, as Fob did,..Whex the ear heard me, 'thtw Ty 
bleſſed me ; Tn when the ege ſaw me, it gave wit= 
weſs to' me: Imas eyes to the blind, and feet was 1 
tothe lame; 1 war « Father to the poor,” and the 
Canſe which [ knew not, [ ſearched out. I brake the 


Jaws of the wicked, ond placket the ſpoil ont of bis' 


zeth, Job 29.11,15,16,17. and fo much wah0- 56 
Doarine. 

; One thing more I ſhall ſpeak to, and ſo Coft- 
clade the Text, which 1s sthey | ; | 
| The F ore Dedvine 
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"That ob Miniſtries and Miniftrations 
the alone will, and. wiſdoms of the 'Lordv) hs: 
one WON z. and are freely g1vew for the-udvens/ 
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> | © Take*#&& the proof hettoF* cheſe Teſtimonies} 
N Wiſdnn, buth builded ber biuſe,” ſhr'bath hewed vue 


ber ferrn Fr; he bath Killed ber beaſts, 
| 'ber wint", ” ſhe *hath alſo" of 

er Table," "ſhi? hath ſent forty ber” Mibdent, l 
: 8c," Profi 9.*1, 2, 3." # Bur'again hear hWhar 
_ Fobn"faith,\ ll things wive* made by bins, "and. - 
' #ithout hiris was not any thin 41 Ge LT F 
John 1. 3.' and Pay tells'v Of hinv; dnd't 

; bins, «pd to him are all things, "to whomd d6'p 
' ever, Amen, Rom.1x,36,  Andagain he tel | 
God harh' ſer ſoine in rhe Churchz frf'n mag 
. ſecondly Prophets, thirdly Teachers, aftct'that are. 
Miracles, then'Gifts in Healing, helps itoGovights 
ment, diverk ity"in Tongues; # Coy. Me 2B! > This 
ay ſuffice for the proof' of this point; -That allÞ 
Miniſters; | Miniſtries, "Miniftrations which are 
"divine and evangelical, muſt and do come 'fyom 
. the alone goodwill and wiſdome of theLord Je. 
_ and are freely given for the good of his yew 
oe 
b \But for the betrer opening of this Dafthind; Jet 
| me explain theſe few things,” (1 .) What I mean 
by ' Miniſters, - Miniſtries; - and Miniftratiors. 

( 2: ) How "they ſpring from the alone good: will 
| and wiſdom ot. the Lord Jelas, (3. Y To what 
ſenſe I intend they are freely given, A. ) and !aftly, 
why I'ſay freely'givenz for the good of his CRenen 
and People. 

Firſt," Let mefpeak to the firſf 3 BY Mi; wibers; 1 
mean all, and only all 'fuch-perfons, as argin che 
Shateh 66-OMn; admired imo mn.” 
Goals OQ' 2 
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car ori, Alrenced, aud. 
= ET IN part , = or 

ſych — papa ouly Member thetein'; -I peak nor 
bogs: 


- ks Miniſters, or Ciwnls. op. 
to the* Commonwealth, nor of Ati 
Nai Miniſters bur only of ſachasare,' or 
pretend: ro, be Chriſt's Miniſters : I ſay all thele 
ay pring from him, Whow God bath wade both 
Lord Chriſt; ' and boldath the ſeven flarrin bis || \ 
righe.band,\ At. 2.36, with Revel. 2.1. By 
1 mean not Officers but Offices, or choſs 
| and Appointments for naking of Mi- 


7 0 
" Serondly, Theſe alſo ſpring from the Headſhi 
Authority, Will, and Wiſdom of the agg Jekis 
owly., Iris not allowable in any Kingdom, foes 
Stare, or Common-Wealth, chat any but che Head 
and Supream Power thereof, ſhould aſſume the ap. 
ting'or making Offices or Miniſtries therein. 
pu ſo-none fave the Loxd Jeſus is aBlowed to in» 
Nicgre and 2 —_ what Offices and Miniſtries 
ſhall be in the Church, thac is, in his Church 
and Kingdom. For although the Father hath gi- 
vel all Authority and Power to the Son,to appoint 
Miniftries for his Church, yet hath not = Son 
F given or commirted any ſuch power, as to inſticute 
4 or appoint any Office or Miniſtry jn che Church to 
| any ſort of Parſons under the Sun ;-buc hath writ- 
ret, Tho ſhalt nos make, Exod. '20. And this 
was the great fin of Feroboam, thatibe wade Priefts, 
X Kings 12. 3I. 
| Bur, Thirdly; Ler mie open what I mean or in- 
tend by a Miniſtration, or by Miniſtrations ; to wit, 
fncUNGe or AE asPcrſons made Officers over ths | 
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Charchiof God, - Now, -I lay, Bat as a Fe 
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appoine Chriſt a Miniftery. or determine by what 
| Miniſtry be ſhall be ſeryed. but himſelf, no mare 
an or -ought any buc the-Lord from Heaven, hea- 


dw 


ving any part or-portion in the beget 
becing-to any: Miniftey. ; 
This /under.the. Father proceeds from the Lord je- 
ſus Chriſt, who when he aſcended up on high, gave 
Gifts aanto- Men —_— —_ of the Mini ho 
Epheſ. 4. 'Twas Will, none could ;hay 

conſtrained thim-ſo co have done 3 and+'twas this 
owe Wildom, wichour the wiſdom of the fleth, 
contrived and.concluded the mode.and manner; 
his owniService, Afar, 28.:x8, 19,20. with ds 
the firſt, zbindanely declare. | And further, whep 
liſay Mwiſtersj. Miniftrics, and Miniſtracioos arc 
ary. Jintend, chat as.the Church-had ne- 
ver been purchdſed by Chriſt, but that he _ 
gave himſelf for its fo no:more had. the Churc 


'Will'and ggod-Pleaſare of; timthardwelc ih 
us (hy (for indeed all Infticutions rar 
:from tic Wilband Pleaſure of the! 

-notibeing woral, but inſtituted Beeihgs, rol oy 
-I-megnz" ato 'man; can':cms tobe. ore'of- Chriſts 
« Minifters;/ but by che"ftee:will of Chriſt, '' He 
_= erattainGrace of Gifrs to qualifie and-fic 

Hith,. nonThice.into pow 01-7 TE {try.uader Chriſt, 

;bur —_—_— +pleaſurt of Chriſt | 
"ms: gech, »-fa Tings Wherdof.- I'was 
malt a Abbifter; 'nccording to' Jobs Gife of 1he Grace 
'of God" giveniunconr by: the effetinal-working of- bis 
Powers. Reſyzghp $5.1 : And astoi:Chbice,. Sold- 
0908 cel[s us, F| aLas & ruſt 'rnto the: Lup, but the 
hin diſpoſtran thervef w of. thei Laid, Prov.136!. 
vi Barturtherg1 mnhekd byſthilcEtpretiioh foeoty 
the Lord, 'that when ſucha/Peoplenrtain fucti a 
Miniſtry, and ſuch's Miniſter lichya 


«Congregatt- 
On, this 1s, or.ought to beg of cheLogdorab4ic +7 


v.And,' Laſtly z-When TI tic upalLMiniftries, Mit 
niftracions, or Miniſters, ' onely co the Chunchiand 
People of God, as, given .and provided fqr then 
T'i "a exclufwyely.- hey: are 'neicher<inflitured 


abr apy inted-for fe uſe and ſervice, ofthe World, 
of the Church and Elect 0b-God {:: further 
= decidencally, and by: way of .xedundaney; a , 
Paut-tells us,- in' x Cor, 14-24;8gsc2>lizy fyrther; 
then accidentally i  *T a Childnedd Ereatd; awd ongbe 
wat to:be. give to Dogs, lat{ngedel.. -'Thus much 
for-Explicarion. © © © -- TT 1" 
1. 'Let me.now confirm has by qafrgyiacor Rar 
for z1to wit,” that all Miniſtces Mibiſtries, and 
Muuftrations, meet-;to be -ownediforiChrſt's cor 
ual, do all ſpring frm the I 
> ©: *  "AIMNEG 1 
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Authority of fr Feat,” and acer ly giyen 
for the rviceof itfiſelFand Pec yy BAY, 
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Ra of ze This muſt $ be eliun; as it 59 
0f® "Chriſt, 'TRIE"Gol "bath h1ghty exalt}7 
bin Vivien 'bini12" Ng 6 SHR hovered 
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which 'frinces 0h>Barth are"nor yoo 'x 
| pivewbecitg to bot Miaibeny wo FB. 
ſirens; Thar! this Qriviledge 
hevcaſſumed ahd/bam alloweds; wi a 1b; 
Geil289-384 49/40) 4; Thi es rea on 
by - Somoy,' Kings 235. "Thus? did* Abaſwe: 
ru, Heſtery 10, 19,03. And the VKEGId” Darius, 
Dan, 6. 1, 2. with aarty others eg might be pro- 
duced; And- 44 6r-the King If Kirigs, Noa 
Eori (oF Lords; 'beratlowed? thei Tome |: priviledge 
awhnch other- [ubordivare? and” idferiby Brincs ar 
elloved;<vento-nfiitute; nominare} afid/appoitic 
ks owt Sevarsi68 Minilters, Jand''their Mini- 
ftrations#: rote pe for- & ths Text alledged 
tel us;Hels exalt Anu Nemeabivs wiry Newe; 
and David ſpeaking-of the Lord Chuiſt, cells-us, 
This muſt de his priviltedge, Thar God the Father 
all: waky- bin -bis "irft born bi thax the. Kin s 
of the earn} Plal, Bo 2'2p,- 'Thackte his" 
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+. Jet We of 
| fands. noe with his Honout;:Greatneb, Wikdom; "= 
'n and Goodneſs tocqmmit this inco the hands 
of Angels or Men, being below true fitneſs or cas: 
| 6 fre che- work 3 neither cat” angyicucared 
arch —— i Bore Lois 
Maniſters and Munftrations upon bim ejainſt 
Will and” Plcaſure;: and af: thoy{bucat.. 
Me ws, Jetthem look ELIT 
in piccts/like a-Pocrers V! l, 
And howererthe Sons.of mcn may may ance 60 iy 
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propy.cortrl or Pother of Man,” £6! ths: 
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bnEarſt's: [This ſerves: for informatii Is —_— | 


thretParcoculars, 1s 19 105 A tour OW 
NniFirfty Ic informs: us. How! mucheſuchiare (tm 
keng that conceive apdaffirit thavitli/iefs 
arbitrary.;to:Scarrscand Princes? to judy 
Code, (bit Miniftry atitl-Miniſtrariofs wart 
ok God ſhould jagoy3nn heir Dominion» g-wherdds 


wha 
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doh to-judge and deeenafinerfof 
powerto-wnpaſe ot dertrmine forqrliers 3, 25''Pag/ 
daith,; - #ho-art thou; Omany th other 
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- Thirdly, . This dedodlai us, chatfuch Mines, X 
| | and |. 
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ary iſtics anc Miniſtraricdey:thar 6 
omghe- Will, Wwvaken, and 'Authbricy 
Lo] us,/ arenon&of his Miniſters,” Aoi 
iſtrarions; bur May's," 'ticher [their 6wn 
Jaconety mens:crtadion! or: Fearing!ys !Kitt thim be 
dignified or Aitinhatihied by what'Nemes or T3 
 tlesſoever,cven from the Pope to theParwor,+ 21d 
fu will 'norbs called \Anticheiſtian Miniſters, 
Fyerrmſtchey ſuffer" meto' callalin Afay's Adin 
lore: and- ec ally ſucte*Miniſters-of (Man, -andiof 
the Will of- Many) hear their: door Mine haul 
beoProphers 'thar- ſew and divive 
dres 50 rhey » fnil wobhetaghe HA fexdbipof my Pops, 
"werther ſhall'rhey be yitten e's biokfugſe of  iraeh 
| er Neo the\ Lud of Hracls wh 
hwrow than Nangrbe Dip Ord, \ Zech. oi 
& thisinforms os; That a$kflch MiniR 
os axipringinpotront che LottFeſws,/ -Henhefat 
anfticgre> by him} not (found »19the® Writhriss of 
the New Fefldarmnd ntelnone of: Chit 'nOrdindh 
ves) buc'-mens: fintubainyenciont (nd {{perfhioion} 
altering which» our*Kord' long Vinwe"hliee oF+ 
id Fndgmeng, ciefing) Burn vXxivfs they wor Pip 
woe) bearbinp "ferDevin 1 the” r0e3 
oven, Maga ga guns Nell oh ban het yas 33 ile 
4 Th vhrits us; TAE 
the Innoyatiohy bringing: into2h Ohah' vf 
God ſich Miniftqv4d Miniſtravions Whur Tal 
Jeſus Chriſt? nevetvinſtitated, Hnefthar<pring 4romy, 
nor depeng upon: him, is no ſmall, but'a magnified 
Trankgualigs" -I&-5r:be Trabnyabnd aſÞ a for 


+ 


any in his Dominion to introduce Offices cers, 
Laws and; Ordinances, 'wichour his! [Lt6js) FO | 
what gh Treaſon is it againfto iy Bobe dcte Lond 


js F242 4 | King 


"Y 


"It 


| | , | 's 

ng elus, King, or: Provee the King of 
tbe , Rev. 't.5. 1 ay; Traloios 
Sor-any ans) 0r..number of men," to make ant}. 
appoint Minifters and, Ortlinances in his Qhurch | 
6d Kingdom withoutSim ! Les all ſuch Traytors | 
againſt +be Lord Jelus think ferioully onwortr [| 
phree. Texis pt Scripture +1, ſhall commend unto 
zhem ; one is/that of 1ſazel,” Hberefore the- Lord 
ſaid, Peranwuckio'! this people draw near me with 
#bpir mouthi, and with therr {1p do bonour me, hi || ' 
ow One ar 6 =_ we, _ 1 
fear tomardione ic tavghs. by the precepts of \ahenic |. 
Therefore Geka, Fwd praceed: to do s marvelloiu | 
work, amongſt .thw. people, . ven A (marvellow work, | 
aud a wonder ; forthe wiſdom-of : their wiſe man ſhall | * 
ih ad the anderftanding of their prudent mee 
be hid, Chap. 29. it 3, 344! : Again, think on 
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it I 4a 4. SS mw as. tows 


way 
tiew or Faſtifeation of all luch Goſpel: Miniſters and, 


,." 


tool cur Lord Jehes Chrils woanitell by bi 
| Nord to be Divine-and 'Warramable, - aorwiths 
- Randing chey are unapproved by humane Authoj- 
nay. though they ſhould be by chem forbids 
| den);,.my Reaſon isthis 5 If ſuck Miniſtries, Mi 


we a_ 77 


__ 
- 
X13 


ae gnd Miniſtracions, be giver and allowed 
by. © Lord Jeſus, whom alone: God the Father 
hath i ed withtheſe Aﬀairs z. then they have 


4 


4. 


Venl..2, 3, with 5, 7. 64 
To the Vindication of a Miniſter in his Work, ic 
 ktdle marters way on of what As 3 
loever they be, do allow, permit, 'or-Gi{courage 
kim, whilſt his Lord-and Maſter hath bur-ſeat and 
commiſſonated himyhe need not much be tropbled, 
with the prohibirions and oppokitionsof his fellow 
Servants: Nay, if he will not be rebellious like 
them, he muft goon his Errand, and- neither fear: 
them, - or be prohibited- by them, ag 

- | Ww 


- 1,4 
= 
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_ 


mihit's 
e of Ezlkitt; 
Iſo unto thies - 


what's Jak Lades ih that 
Bite thow,-S55 of 'Min, bear 


thy month,” and #at this I'fiot'thee, veil. 


therefore Chrifts Gdlp el-Miniftets may wifes: | 


bly anſwer any that ine! oy what Author 

do you hus Adminifter 7 _ known T0 
that' by the alot Name ind Artrin 0 th7 

Feſws,' we thee adminiſter 5" anil if any its bl 
hiv Children ould be angry with en e1W0G 


thn them with their thorney Arguments of per ſeth | 


Be nt! thou #Gelbena like that rehpiows houſe a np 'h 


01'ad affiitt ion,” ko may, "4 others have doit "br-\ f 


fore rhens, - 'ſay;- 
with AQts 4. 


| wer ; 

©Y "But ſore mabyley, Gr: ſhall State or iPiegt 

who) are fucb Mirifters, wnd what art ſuth 

aw a are traly Chrift's, wnd riſe 1708 
i”, wnifler\ to him, and depend wpow | him * 


nfwer. %y | 


-wi] inkves, By doinig that which God cnjoynbs | 
aft cheKinas 6f: Iſrael t8'd6; in Dent. 17. Aord it 


ſhall -be, when" be (frrterh pon the Throne of "Bis 


Kingdom, that be ſhall write bin 4 Copy of - the Law 


in a Book ,' ont'of that which '# before the" PHibfis, 


thi Levites 5" Hiid it ſhall be with bim, and be all 


Fad theres all the dayes of bu4ife;that be may lthin 


fo' fear tb! Lv-4 bi" Golf, to ktty-all the Sar 


hu Led, art theſe Statues," ro do they, 'vetf. 4s, 

x97" By thus doing, 'by- Reading, and” Re 

wha: Gadihath' writcen in bis Book of the Scyipriifes 
ry they%ome to know; whorare the trite 

cant GaſpelMi uifters” af' the Lord- Jeſus.” Hob 


26117 4 did 


Nebuchadnezzar, We-'aye -#or | 
careful to fir thee'in True matter, Dan. 3s 46; 
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 Bers-; HU ſealclied incorthe Regiſter, bd Gachedl 


" I” TT TT Te. 


. not frota Men,w hether Pope or :Presbyrer:; Nr | 
\ Lord: wolo care) of this:: Onicexn, 'whetb: he ſpe 


"es *7.- 


l >, CT. 
Wi 


4m; ee Bd 
A. Wavithe [tr urges. 


- the Fieſts bs xoutd, nov pr ſNliew!1thiit 
. Genealogy, be-pur,/ as ed, from the /Priefiu 
al 7; 64, 6F\,, «©! 0. v13haiM 


/ Therefotetif cany profels* therſches Miinflersof 
che Lord Jrſgs;and yow would know. whethexthey 
be Chri&s,or Ancichniſts:Mimniſters 5 ask for their 
Genealogy; ahdlerthem ſhew cheir Line fre Jas 
dab, mot 'from:; Lewi'g 8 meang from Chriſty: ard 


_ 'dayes with' his Diſciples in {eclingabesThangy 
of \ his-Kiggdom)- = 119,” "And: befors "oe 
cenduds x\High,' he" gave Gifts nnto tex 
; the Miniſtry ++ 03 Apoſplesg ſor 

her Exgetiſhs ſome Paſtors, propa 
ers, Ephd. 4:*8, 1x. Bur we-read-inet: 
Pope, ori Vicar-General:5. .no/Cardinals; Arch. 
ops, Lozd-Biſhops,: Fryers, Monks, « Deans, 


' DoQtrs, Batchellors, Parſons, Curates, ori the 


rhdve oftheſe Lotuſts; 'theſe-never came ianco'the 
World by Chriſt's Charter;or Deed of Gift, 'made 
qver to the Church before&-his Alſceation. !Noz: :No, 
theſe.came inthe back way; through the of 
the Vottomleſs Pit, Rev. 9.1, 2, 3. That wi 
ef the Father,ceven''our Lord Jeſus, why _ 
his Hauſe; killed: his Fatlio gs, allo pr 
own'Midvhs, or V iden nanass ul += Yarn 
fewr, | yeb*hot too few 39/doalk bisWo or; _—_—_ his 
Houſe Dads: upon: ſeven Pillers} even: a7 
wded: but'fexen: ſores? of-Mhniſters,'. 0x Miniftrirs,; 
bekdesthe Widdows, thoſedrelpyto Gavergdnenoja 


JAN * AS. | 


W*] The'G thet's 
wealBarowoe),- iy: pM 
aan Inifticurion, cangiverd bevivg.to a _ 
ſatent Miniftretion and in alli the Records of 
Chtiſt's ARts and Inflitucions, we'read nit oY any 
ol bee Glch, 
Miniſtr of A es 4 n Pro 
which chi WH ara, and tempor = | 
and arcicraſed, od eas ads jo rior" e6 
enjoyed the Miniſtry of -Paſtor, Teacher, Elder 
ani :Deacon.j with che. fore-named helps to Go... 
vernimtie; as ſufficient to all Ends and Puspolcsin | 
Chrift's King dont , and af theſe we read Row. 12. - 
Hantagther Gifer, differsng according to:the Grack 
given tons, whether Propheſir let ws propheſie ac> 


to the tion of Fauh or Ming 
fn our Mleaefey » be that _ = 1 


ing} be thet aphreel, on Exhortatiow ; 


let bim do it with | he that 
[pe diligence, wel oh < 
who have G5 Name nor Natureof bony Fort 
ſtries, can be none of Chriſt s, but Man's, 'or An. 
tchnift's, 

Butagain, ask all fuch who pretend to beMinja 
ſters of Chriſt, . by what Door or Way they came 
mathe Miniftry, For 'they, who-ever th be, 
| thargome not in by Chriſt's Door inco his 
fold,.. are Theevesand Robbers, Fobn 10. x. Now 
_, ay for Su become his.Minifters, is 

: joyaing accompanying ___—_ 
Ki the Fr or Congregation, whoſE Min 
ſers theyare tobe 3 as appears by *"Aﬀs x, = 
where-we'.read Pig” tells che-Church, That of 
theſe non'eher bave compenied with uw all the 111000 
HE hord Feſui went in and ont avwnang, ray bt- 
COOL, 
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day that he was taken # from among ws, 


| be orddimed 16ht a wa with ws of bis R 


| 4. 
-i-Agaia, askthoſe who profeſs themſelves Chrift's 
Mintfters - Who pur them into their Miniſtry, the 


1 Church, ' ot any particular ſox: of en diftin& 
from the Congregation, whoſe Miniſters they ate * 


For none but the Church (I mean. a particular | 
Church) can' make a Man a Miniſter of any of 


1. Chriſt's particular Churches, or Golden Candle- 


ſticks; It wasthe-Church; not the Apoftles, choſe; 
accepted, and admitred choſe inco the Office of 
DeaconſhipWyhich we read of A.6.5,6, Andtbey 
choſe Steven; «4 tvan full of Faith, and of the Holy 
Gboſt, 4d Philip, and Prochorus, «»d Nicanor, an 

Timon, «nd Parmenos,end Nicolas « Proſeljte of An- 


.. tioch, whots they ſer before the Apoſiler, And it the 


Churches of Chriſt ſhould not have this power, to 
give the Beeing and Ordination to thtir own 'Ser- 
vants and Miniſters, without dependance on others, 
then ſhould the power and priviledges of Chriſt's 
Churches, be lefs than of civil Cofporations,".or 


. private Famihes, which were abſurd ro imagine, 


ofto grant this to every individuatand parcicular 
Church and Congregation, weſfsco maintain, Thar 
Chriſt's Churches are in Bondave, 'and.,not Free 
Seates, - or Politick Bodies, which were defogatory 


both to Chriſt and to ons 


Further, 


NG en 
+: of, \f 


ED en nt nts 


Th Keke # ans 
whe every, Chy 


TR en Pa eh ene 
ilters for chemlelves, Hb. 7. 7. weetead, Aud 
wichagt all. comradiBlian, the lef i Hiefſed of the 


$7, ea, and lubjected go the &reanery; can. 


every Go hr Mniſter co his Choy wy who 
may .z9conly, when occafion ri [a to Ar- 
chippus, Take heed to the Miniſtry yhoy haſt gd 
jo. 456 the Lorg, to fulfil it, Col. 4. 17. + Bulb 
0. if edfrchippm will not here xlorm, aod 
em z as they gave him admixcanee ito. thait 

=o har and into. his Migiſtry,,, they alſo ey 


ay oh him both the one and the ocher g agd. at. 


vo ow unto they (44 @y Hig hen and 4 Publicas, 
als # | 

Again, ak theſe whar Miniſes of Git choy: 
are ? Apoſtles, Evangelifts, ang .cytraordigary.. 
P rophets they canuor be, who-ever, be, tor 
they ceaſed with Foundation-work, . Daxes; 


and as they were raiſed Ps and Glekaricb Gifts 


and Grace, ſuicing ſuch who weretopy che —_— | 
dation of Faith, Church-Worſhip, Mw 
Maniſtrations, according comnulſion & w 
Mat. 28. 19, 20. $9 —__ were to be but twelve 


in namber, as Afts x, with Rev. 21. where it iS. 


laid, And the Wall of the City bad ewelve Founda- 
tions, aud 1n thews the names of the twelve vApiſtes 
of che Lamb, Vers 14. The laſt Vifion Jobs 
aw; -and the 'moſt glorious City chac upon Earth 
che Saints ſhall ever ſee, will have buc twelve Apo- 
es names in n che-Foundarzan thereof z wheretore 
bY 


* 
buc.che. 


wake de | 


wihe-Office and Miniftry of. 


$oa6ſe and Pra ri 


cary 
or Way ripe ofa Miniſters or 
och 0, butby a more immediate way from Hea- 


you ep ur nt tpn ; Gal. 1 9R-] ay 
, dt Y an cor of man; ' but «s'C 

#4 God the Father who raiſed biw Akieh ry 
Aad for Prophets, as,we' have nohe, 
balkhar are-acquainced wich che Sgriprure, know 
thiywere immediately made Prophecrs by hs 
Lard:iAdttherefore chat (ay they are Chriſt 's Go. 


Mow be thera a or ackngwiedge chem 
ves 50 be, cichet Paftors; pe ny or Elders, 


> and Deatonneſles. 
he thatisa Paſtor, cannd: at the ſame rime 
bi Tepchery chat is, an official Teacher; whoſe 
Work and Office is diſtin, as well as his name 


frod-the Paſtor, .and che Elder or Ruler is diſtin&} 
wiName and orkf 1 both the. former,and'the 
Deacon the reſt; as the formentioned Sctips 
wres declare. 


Now if .chey have neither Name, nor Gifts, of 
Chrilt' Miniſters;then can chey be none-of Chriſt's 
buc another Src of Miniſters.: I'do nor fay that 4 
bare aſſuring, or owping « Mav's ſelf to be a Pa- 
ſtor, or Teacher, or Elder, hich one of 
CheiſtsMinifters ;, bur cry whac meh are called in. 


_ Objetth 
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ers, Biſhops, and the like ? | 
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I Anſwer, In & common acceptation-and- uſe 'of 
the cer they arc,” and may |\'be-fo mproveds bir 
yer theſe names, are properly rhe games of Chriſte 
diftin&t and: peculiar Miniſters y >and anfwerable 
to their proporgionableneſsthereunwraretheyitdibe 
choſen into'that very Miniftrythey-ave moftlyvic 
red and adapted for::' As he whole Gift and Spirit 
moſtly diſpoſeghim to Exborration and Apphicars- 
es of Principles, ixeceivediand -belreved,: oughrico 
be thoſen into the Paſtor's Office 3/andhe'whibſe 
Gifrs-and Qualification betids! aroſt co Exyound, 

Interprer, 'and open: 'the''fenſe and meaning.of the 

Word, is meereſt co be choſen inco:the Officetof il 
Teacher ; and fo he that 1s" wiſe, zealous,” 'grdve; 

vigilanr, and.moſt diſpoſed 't6 ſee”the Churches 

Afairs donedecemly, and-in order, "is moſt .meer 

for the Office of Ruling.Elder, or Governor in the 
Church of Chriſt : -And-he char is moſt inclined to 

mercy,kindneb,charity,bouncifulneſs, libetality,and 
giving, 1s meetelt of 'all the Church Yor the Qtftce 
of Deaconfhip inthe Churoh, - For as Adamicalled 
every thing by 4 proper name eyen/{o would the 
Second Adam have his Miniſters called by itheir 


TH. kk. - 2 » 4 
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; not- iniptoper "names ; "from; thhir firniels 


prope ne np their W6r "Uhidſen, and called 


. either Paſtors, * Teathers,,'Elde-s, 'or Deacons. ** 


© *Bur, laſtly ; Would. you kndw\ whecher Petſons 


, pretending to be Chriſt's Miniſter be fo or h6.5 


as& them whoſe Servants'they are, and whont they 
6bey', Chriſt, and his: Will, or Man ad” kis 


Wail? For you know who ſaid it, His Servants 


"are, to whom ye yeeld your © ſelves obtdignt, 

bm. 6. 16, Now try whoſe Will and Mini 
Minifters obey, Chriſt's or Mati*s 3 whoſe Word 
they walk by, Chriſt's or Man's'; whoſe Worſhip 
they offer vp, Chriſt's or Man's; For by thr 
Frasts, faith our Lord, you ſhall krow whithey men 
ate true or falſe Prophets, Mac. 7. 15, 16. Chriſt's 
Miniſters offer no-ſtrange Fire, nor make any cot; 
poliction to anaint God's Kings, Prieſts, 'or' Pro» 
pig with, « bur according to divine Direction and 

Kitucion 3* remembring that word; Ste that thes 


| wakeſh 4b thinks according to the pattern ſhewed 


to thee in the Mount, Heb: 8. 8.:- compared *with 
Exed. 25.409. Chriſt's Miniſters' are to 'adminis 
ſer according to Chriſt's appointment, not May's, 
forthey are His and not Man's Servants,and there! 
fore muſt teach themſelves arid the Peaplerro obſerve 
all chitigs "chart Chriſt hath commanded; and/no- 
ching Whith - he hach- not commande@'ro Hei ob, 


 ſetved'oy raughr; Dare they obſerve or teach orhets 


ro obſerve,” as our -Lord teacheth,” Mat. 28:26, 
and-/Paul"'pradtiſed,- x Cor, 11.,23. ſaying, That 
which 1 received of the Lord, thar delivered | alfy 


Wnto you, and nothing elſe ? | OT er" 
': Chiift's Miniſte3/are not to ſeck what to dap 
| , P 3 - 


Fl 


bug 


ture, th: 
cheir Rule, 1s Script 
their Work, Che 


pd dee rey and Worss 
ſhip; and their A tes and Sufficiency, theGracs 
hod Gifts of the $ Spire, and their Wages only'the 
prod Will of Chriſt's People, among whom thay 
bour,. they need not any mag to teach them,. bus + 
as that Anointing deck chem all Book and T brach/ 
can Pray without a Prayer P 
ichout IG Dloces or: or he hel, 
tors, and noſe: Sacraments Ck Cenſurg 
ichout a ory or Book of Canons of Man's 
making, ſong op hrta made wiſe, -and 
ent] to ever 7 good ag Galpel- ork; 
by | end rr, vchout any of Sant's Ar* 
mours they n Garments. of | Diſtin&iong 
liof ews of Piety,: or Puricy,. or Gravity. with 
our Subſtance, . Neither want. they any Vain une 
rrantable ( emonies or Geſtures of Man's 'de- 
Lon c their Adminiſtrations appear beau= 
tiful, A prove edifying ; and yet all their things 
to be done decently, and according to duc or Go- 


codes. * TP 
ie ou to try, 

hf 4 ou pla: Mintiers” al RE 

M ti ans, by the o_m Reed of che Scrip 

ber ar you my nu aly know who _ are, ther 

are not, butdohie, and 

bu ed all ſuch .be. put from the Pricft- 


tele WiePrexhes 4nd Gohel-Ma 
bees : {ind Gohel- = 
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| | F 
caffori ſpring fre®-rhe: good. Wiltof 
wilt, and apy T redrpu, {ove reibens bar 
Apocryphis ia and 2s groundiefs and uſdels,. 
meet 0 be of albchae belong to'Chrift che Lord r6- 


jeted. | 
 Andchis Lp ofe may bs fuMfcient for Goſpel. 
Mimftracions Vindication, 2 
= that: fhall dare to rraduce or flandet 
| Incroachers and' Intuders 1nco other mens 
Work; ani none of Chriſt's Miniſters,” bur a-fort 
4 of FaRtious, Schiſmacical and Heretical Perſons,dif- 
_ obechenc, ane taybalent or troubleſome to the 
Government.” 

-- Yet ter whar hath been ſaid be bac weighed and 
ow - rare it' wilt ap Farr they are gi- 
ven one gear of rhe Sheep- 
whe vic And, Dr boemrife the fee of ſuch 

ad i 

ie, r this vol marr 6 I havebeen the 

> larger, becauſe of che weight and conſequence. of 
ye things, 


. - The third Ufe ic for Exhortation. 


.Fhe third, and I ſuppoſe the laſt Uſe I ſhall 
make of chis DoQtrine, s for Exhortarion, 
__ © Firfl, Toſuchavare Chtilt's Miniſters, 
Secondly ; To all zowthar are Chriſt's Churches 
\ and Servants, 

Firſts Let me beſecch and exhort you'all, Fa- 
thers and Brechren, char are Goſpel. M __ 
der the Lord Jeſus © If your Offite- ar 
be: =_ ard derived from the: Lord brag - 

P 4 chea, 
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then, ' as ghar grearPreacher of ghe/Coſpel co! the 
ea Pant, ſaid, Let wn jt our , Office, 
Row. 11, x3. Even by ſo. doing;..as/ hedid; by 
labouring, if by any means] we:may. provoke: 10 
emulation them that are our fleſh, and might ſave 
ſome of them, O. lex us' who are.Chriſt's, ſerve 
the great defign of Chriſt ; and let nor-us, ;as:ſome 
do, ſerve our own Bellies, and not the Lord: Jes 
ſus, Rows. 16. 18, . O, if not only our Miniſtry 
be of Chriſt, and from Chriſt, .buc a Miniſtry for 
Chriſt, O then, ;be. exhorted to make it:our great | 
and main buſineſs,. to. ſeek not; our wn things or | 
glory, bur the things of our Lord. Jeſus, -and his 
great glory, to whom belongs all. honour, and glo- 
ry, WT liGes, for ever and:ever,. Ames.; It 
we haye his glory as great in our eye;; then letiour 
great buſineſs be, to get or procuite his glory, as 
our Lord tells us he did before us,.. Fob» $:.50. 
F ſeth, wot wy own glory ; . yea, our -bleiſed- Lord 
makes it a CharaQer of a true Miniſter, that he is. 

. thus minded, telling us, He that fpeakgth of hings}) 
. "felf, ſeeketh bis own glory ; but bethat ſeekath bus 
' glory that ſent bum, the ſame # tine,” and no un- 
righteouſneſs in bim, John 7, 18. Servants muſt 
not fo much, whilſt Seryancs, promote their own 
Intereſt and Credit as their Lord and Maſters; even: 
no more ſhould we pn onr-own Glory. or In- 
terſt in the World but Chriſt's, <4 


Secondly ;, Let me Exbort you my Brethren," if 
= are Qhriſt's Miniſters, and ſpring from him, 
then pray you approve your ſelves to him; remem- 
ber how you. have. received, and_ be faithful, in. 


your 


ut miniftration to: : Eet ws not forget that 
5-78 Bebold;''T:ſend a» Avgel' before them to 
hgrp thew1n the way, and to bring then ts the place 
that 1 have pregered : Bat beware of bzm, and obey 
buVoce, and provoke bin not, for be will yt orb 
- tranſgreſſions ; for my Name is in. bum, 

23- 20,21, | Q confider, he-will nor. {| 

Eevices,  Priefts,- nor Miniſters of the Houſe of 
Iſracl no mote, na nor ſo much as others of the 
Houſe of Facqh ; You know what is written, The 
Moſes ſa:d »»to Aaron,' This is it the Lord ſpake, 
feyivg, 1 will be ſanttified in thew:that'come nigh 
me,' and before all the People I will be "glorified, 
Levic, x0. 3. Wherefore let us be faithful Stews 
ards of the manifold Myſteries of Gad $ let nor 
us, negleſt Chriſt's Work, nor.corrupt: his Work. 
| Curſed is and ſhall be be that doth the Work, of the 

Lord negligently, which i deceitfully ; not doing as 
Many whcs corrupt the Word of God; but of. ſonte- 
rity, but as of God, im the ſight of God ſpeak we 
is Chriſt, 2/Cor, 2: 17. 

But to come nearer, Let me humbly offer afew 
things, which I would defire all that are Qhtrift's 
Minftersto take ſpecial care of. | 


r Firſt z Conſulc often your Commiſſion, pender 
your inftruftion for Miniſtration, and do nor-be a. 
ranger to the Weizhc -and' Duty of your Mini- 
firy.' If che Kingly Miniſtry. had: need daily co 
be Looking or ReadinF in: the Book of . the Law, 
what his Orr _ Duc por 7 uns and the 

e-is; as from that paſlage'of Deateronemy was. 
heck \ containly-eadd ſo- have Chuiſt's DRY 

þ Ins 


LC 


21 The: 


Manifters mach more” n | 
which are Cheiſt's Book. of: Ord 
may know how we ought cone es 
the: Houſs of God, the Dilly wp rey 
Toghs Sogn ha I 5+ 'Sredj'10 hay eur own 
per and petulier Work: 
fear, cauſe of Ls eihaner 2:1. of many, —_ 
bon ng Thar they are too much 1 
of chis thing, cyen the Nature, ,P and 
Dwry of: their Office and Miniſtry; ke veviſons 
vewvly enttred: inro the World, - or the Aﬀirs 


_ thereof" make more haſte to ger/jnto, than wiſely: 


to.confider their Duty therein. -Evens(6 I fear is46 
with too many of vs Preachers or Miniſters of the. . 
Lord mx s They make morehuſte ro be Chrift's 

Mt tha coconſule the great Dury of on 


Office and Miniftry. - 


Bat, Secondly ; Let me offer chile; Weare 
Chrits Miniftry: or Miniſters, and che. Treaſure 
in our Envien Veſſels is bis, andinone of. ours: 


us be Hapte man; of giving. away any 'of 
Right and Ptiviledges, who 
a; ' pen” urairs K Be [ike Moſer and 


Jſrael, Wo would'not part with, nor leave in E- 
any thing. of God's Portion, as we read-in 
thit-paſſage Exod ' 9. 16, There "(ball'Sor av H, 
be left brbind ths. © "Acid thus did 1ſrael deal with 
the Kings of Cantur; So whowſorver the Lord our 
God ſalt dr 160 our bifore #9, Bens will we x 
x 5; 244 Everyſo,/give not away to any the righr-of 
Soverengty bord ing Clary hoſe Miniſters we 
inde che hving co'pleaſe the 


—_—— L CS — RR 
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Rena e8 Jos CHAR 's and Adchriſt' «Ordid 
ninces together 3- Plow not with'an Ox arid'aw 
Afs rogethice 4- 'nor we Linſey-Woolley* Gaftd 
; bur" rechember, i 1s writcen, Thou Jhalp 
wht ſaw” thy Vinezard with divers $ eeds, (muchlefs 
may we ſow (God's Vineyard with divets Seeds) 
«22:9; 10; For the Ark- and- Dons 
our Lord, and Be/jal carinot agree toge 
ry wn $4 35 4: With 2:Cor. 6. Ba yy: Batre 
lewber, the Lord our God i a Fe 
be will wot bold bim gu:l:lifs that akerk be Fr 
in vn, Though chere are forme whoſe I 
Moderation, and Zeal to Preachitip, will: pertvic 
themto do otherwiſe, namely, to mingle the Ho- 
Seed, and do that they otherwiſe would” got 
$ namely, to conform to men, thiat t 
preach Chrift-co the Prople, Adminiſter Praygy 
and Sacraments by a formal Service-Book ; ; Baptize 


all Children, evea the Seed of the Adulcefer and 


the Adultereſs; chough God of old: ſaid; . Such 
Seed "nat enttr into the, Congregation of | the 
bord! tothe tenth Generation, Deut,. 23. 2.*, Nay 
more, it alt this was too herle, they rather- cher 
gg out, will ſpread 'the Lord's Table fot .thar - 
4 which his Soul abhors, even a People that 


| kr have nor can examitie themſelves, or dif. 


cern the Lord's Body ; yer theſe muſt be Conmu- 
nicants, and pay for ic, or elſe be Excomtmuni- 
»; cants. 

Yea, to make the meaſure full, they dare med- 
die with Civil Adions, and deceive thie People, as 
if to Marry and Bury the Dead, were ware 
Adminiſtrations committed _ _ —_ we 1 

an 


” A 
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220 The'Gdfpet-Pfeacher's 
band"of his Miniſters ; then! which' nothing*:1# 
morefalſe ; For f it were unfic for ſome of: Chrift'®# 
Miniſters to. crend the Tables of the' Living, 4s 
much +more uwamzet for' any 'of Chriſt's. Mi: 
niſters to trend the Dead ;, or intermmeddle 
with Civil Concerns, ands Marry-che living'; 7but 
theſe pals for pious, ſober, peaceable-mien z vert 
them.remember, -who ſaid; of 'ewo evils, they. 
chuſe the leaſt. - 'Tis: not to be taken of ons,2of 
clear and real ſins. for here: we muſt+ chuſe 'nox 
take neither ;. fur ic 1s written, © Thow: ſhalt not do 
evil that good may come thereef ; for of. we dey danss 

vation i juſt, Rom. 3. 18. *Tis nor wiſdom,- 
folly to conform againſt Conſcience to man's Invens 
t10ns, though co preach the Goſpel. - 'Twere bettee 
to ſay with Paul, If I muſt fin, and-unwillingly; 
dagainſt Knowledge Conform that may Preach, 
will chuſe rather never to Preach, than to Cons 
form and ſo to Preach. Thele ſober men, are un- 
ſober, men, wiſe beyond ſobriety of Scripture, and 
' Crunken with the intyxicating Wine of: the Whors 
of Rome's Cup, thacthus Ragger and-reeb up-and 
down. from one thing to another; even to whatſo: 
ever 1s uppermoſt in their dayes. te! 
Whether the men that thug do, be'pious, I ſhall 
not determine z onely this I may ſafely conclude y 
Such, mens practices, which we haye hinted, are nor 
pious practices, but impious and ungodly,as.nop be- 
ing warranted and founded upon the Ford of God, 


Laftly; 'Twere well if this Zeal of .theirs' for 
Preaching be not but a blind Zeal, and a bad:Zeal, , 
a Zcal rather to preach our themſelves, and preach 

ls: in 


% 


m irhem(ebs, than' to-preach! out Chriſt co or-inco 
rhe People. © "Buribecauſe 1 hope this Leavens of che 
| Fcrihes and Phariſees, neither hath," nor ſhall tes 
WG .- -of: you, that are wilc, even Spiricually- 

wiſe-Preachers,-I ſhall add no mong/-co this 'biit 
_ thar word of *Peter, Repemt therefore of this thy 
ppnbſe, and 2 hes God if 'perhays the thought -4 


or given thee, Ats 8.22, 
| wer 2 Miniſters if poſſible, repent of this 
wicked conformity ; and- you, - my dearly 
dyed, who have yet cſcapedche' corruption that 
inthe World through luſt 3;O, rake you heed left 
youralſo-be leqaway with the tiffentlations of ſuch. 
Bur once more. If you are*Chrift's" | 
derive Office and ' Adminiſtration from him, 


ler me-intrevt you to- provide for the. Ctols, | 


and- be- neither- afraid nor aſhamed of 'ic 5" for if 
they of the Wotld-called. the Maſter of the Houſe 
Reelzebub; how-much more ſhall they-call chem of 
—_ Houſhald > Mario, 25. Think not! much; 
h'z day.as chis'is, robe evilſpeken of, tra« 
dactdandNlandered,. knowing that. cheſe affliQions 
arc already accompliſhed in your Brethren, 'andche 
Cas mhiviths Miniſters: have met- with no better 
' he from the men of -che Thron&of Iniquicy, as 
Pant wicneſſeth, ſaying, 1 think that God bath 
ſer" forth ws the A poſtles laſt, as 1t were appointed: to 
death; for we are made 'a ſpittacle wnto the World, 
. and to Angels, and to Men ; We ave Fools for Chrift's 
ſake ; we are weak, we are deſpiſed : Even unto 
this: very bowr we- bath hunger.and thirſt, and are 
nakgd, and are buffered, and bave n0 certain dwgl- 
dingipliees and Jabour, working with our-baxds 
Brng 


77 
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ror eſe: ; foilg Ws 3 we Fra 
defarwed. werpres: * Wi are made as 
Sith of rhe 1nd, «rd. are the beef fur of of of of 
Fr ah 1) Cor.4. 91991, L2ahg.nd 
Rgrt not {rogp. your. Miniftry, op ns ; af 
the holy clvags of ,Chrlt, becapſe of { 
as theſe 3, knowing, 4hat 1 aud. from W | 
you ipull þdve perlecutian, Ji 908 beahe wi 
* che Lord Jeſus; Fobs 16. 33...) Bur ſay-aith 
Par, Nane of theſe rhins1 oye we, ' naither count 
Lang life dear wita my ſelf, Je that 1 night, __ 
am e with 507 the & which [: bave 
tives of che Land Wo, to fie he Gp of 
th Gracref GehARS 20. 24-7 + 
gall, F 
Andy. bs Lon -me ahe hiis rs 
wy Lf are:the Minitters. of: Chaift ; Be pro. . 
nano Amidealls ak a 
A ; take part with 
ad Gals bus 


» whites Horſes, clatbed: Su vac 

Lianen, white: L__ Rev. 19.14. not 4s 
confaderacy to 9 to whom abu peofle 
« bes, A /8. 12. But» rome 


cnnds, Put you: ſelves: tn. atray ay ainfl 
ahout ; Val yethat bendthe qr nv" 
& as Arrows, for (be bath re; againſt. che 
(Jer. 50.14: 1. Ye Angels of: Chriſt, Powh . 
aut be Sials of rhe Frath of God u » the Eerob y 
efeo.upon this Babylonyh Earch 3 Pour out your 
Vis filled not with yours, but the Lord's wrach, 
Rev. \x6. x. Tis. juſt work to deſtroy Babylon, 
Fix ſhe bath ſinned, and bath Pens fry Ki 
p -—] Inbabiiants of bw Eenb, and bath. 


even 
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7 
a a. F a Mt a _ aq ww " "_ P=<q —_— , a 7 "———_ 


” p " - 
MAS us cc. Wintaf the Gap of 
69 agg: _—_ 18,3. Strip her, aud woks 
Far edge . for 1s hex 
8 be fo of S@%&z 
ate, al het were | Earths Rev, x8 
Ade ITE Ho et 
4 belle gl Ar toe, Ley xt % he 
cnt dalcorar, DES calls of bet 


Tore bling of ono or buterneſs of 


urvor Pelrin », Gogh JO, I. Show-chegihe 
Whars, grear:Chear,: and -greatelt 


| ks ar £yer. p< Lon les en YE Foes 
ve; oven. /the ſame powet pf. uncgghte- 
Ma our Lord, them, and his Saiass 


naw.co death, Bid defiance to her, and $968 her 
Power, hah Rowiſh Trinkgis 3 avd ery alend 


to all the I Ged, to have 5eg more wer 


' leſttodo with 
Tn. of b, mn - 108 roo 

ity «& parrots 0 plagues, . 
' ++:i-Never think of ber Repentauce, for & 
tence is, and ſhall be bidde» from her £301-; » She ts 
' wone of thoſe Hhores that know bow ny rr 
rope, #5 Chap. 9. 21, 22. Shejs thegreat Tray= 
'Þ. tor agaiaſt che Crown and Dignicy of our Soven 
teign Lord King Jeſus ; ao ſuch Treaſon 
hatched or plotted againſt che Lord Jeſus chrough= 
out all the World, as in aud by che Roman Chpxch 
and Synagogue. "Therefore plead you Worthigs of 
Ge Lord wh. hers and againb ha Ko 


| 


£33 


Chap-9,.! y _ E | 


oe, 


wachbt's 


without ceiling. - Down with het; «-down- with 
her; down with her, as a Mill-lone ittto che bord 
tom of the Sea, and fer her never tife any more; qpd 
ſer Faith and Patience co work at his cafe ; 'for it 
ir nor- written,” @£#d they ovitcame bin | res 
Rlord of the Lanib, and thy word of thity 
»y, and they loved not thay O_ the 
and be that lradath +xto captivity,” ſhall igo into 
trorty'; be that killeth with the cat, y muſt bt 
kiled withebe Sword: Hert #@ the Fath ard Pa: 
Hionce of the Saints, Rev, 12,21, «od Chap. I 3s 
10} 

O' therefore, to atlas; Lerall: the | 
Miniſtaryor the Lord Jeſus his wy in the Wag 
be Autipeſſer;\ men for Chriſt; but againſt Antiz 
chriſt, hd whatſogver is truly of Kncichrift boch 
Roorand Branch, 

So-mach for the firſt part of - this 'Exbetration 
which was to the Miniſters of Jeſus Chriſt. 


Let me now cloſe wich a few dofing words 


he Chunched and Servancs of Chtiſd;- 


-If a—_ s Miniſters ſpring from him, and both | 
their Miniſtrations depend upon him, , 
they nnd piven of hini for the good of you Ins Peo- 'Þ 


ple, wh lerme exhort you, who are the Churches 
and Servants of Chriſt; cotwo or three things, and 
ſo I ſhall conclude this DoRtrine, and che Yuy 
becauſe Iwould not be too prolix, 


Firſt; Be you Chriſt's Pains and: the In- 
Airumenes of making Chriſt's Servancs his Mini- 
ſters- = w_ carctul and circumipect ro whonn 

you 


od 's 
, 


 *—_ to. 645. cc 


a www #4 aw mm © ©. 4a = &- en pay ne, 9 os fa. 6s a: 


+: Ye further, be very circumſpeR rhac you 


p_ 


. Charter, anphaory 


tb, and upbraiderh -_ Tat. 5. 


Lord Jeſus. Be 


ing Miniſters 


— gr x; ou are tochuſe ary, be 
face you mb are yo 


» Who giveth liberal- 


Steendly ; Set thoughts and choice onel 
'fuch hn OE Rs and full of 


| Upon 
the Holy Ghoſt and Wiſdom, A&: 6. 


Thirdly; Chuſe men competently and ſuffici. 
ently the 4 with ſuch Gifts, as dj, and enable 
znd furniſh them uno Miniſtry, yea, unto thac 
ſort of Miniſtry whereanto you ordain 
and appoint them; wheeher it be tothe Office of 


- Teacher, Paſtor, Elder, ot Deacon ; do not chuſe 
idle Shepherds inco che þ 


of Chriſt's Shepher 
fuch as may wear the Ns Mine? 
but want Gifes of Chrift*s Miniſters; fuch will 


exerciſe che Inftrumencs, of fooliſh - Shepherds a. 


| thong youzrather than of Wiſc Minifter$or _ 


ers, and_be like neither Goads'or Najls co 


Qot the Gifts of your nn 4nd a x ame} 
to that Miniſtry in particular, which nou chey 
have Gifts for ua ; yet may not have che pro< 
per Gifc of that Miniſtry theaifor z for 
s fr ba if: of God, chat fs and 

one or other particular 
» Or all che works co be vo 


" 


teacher's 


. ſounding Cimbal, to appoint chem ro one Miniſtry; 
when their Grace and Gift propenſes and dilpt 
them to another. Therefore as you would honour 
Chriſt, or have him honoured by his and' your Mi- - 
niſters, be careful and wary irfthis particulat'Cons 

- CEN. ON EA CEDEE 
'Fourthly; Watch over your Miniſters that- 
watch over you in the Lord, That they *maKkefull 
proof of their Miniftry, and folftl it in the Lord ; 
leſt your watchleſneſs: over them, 'make them pre- 
{ume to, be watchleſs over themſelves, their Mini= 
ftry, and you-alſo; and ſo' you 'partake* of other 
mens fins, x Tim, 5.22,” FEI TS 
'& FRAIL telbnt ELAHTT 5D GAT1ES 
Fifthly ; You that want, fuch; and'niay enjoy 
them, negle& not ſo great'a Mercy; 'neiche#hin- 
der Chriſt of fo great a Glory, as the Glory of his 
own Miniſtry in, his ior Chbieeh, 'chrobgh your 
want of Zeaf and forwargnels'tq.profn6te his and 
your own concern ; but 1 ſhall hope T need niot en- 
large here, Go 39 PORE $709 9Þ%! 


* Sixtblyy If Chriſt's Miniſters flow from him, 
M ant] depend upon him, then when you enjoy them, 
= bleſs and'magnifie him for chem, who harh noc lefe 

| you Orphang,or as Sheep without a Shepherd. Wiſe 
Goſ el-Mihifiers {ach as we have all along been dif. 
courſing of, are yery great bleſſings to a People that 
enjoy them. Wherefore, when God4oves a Peow 
ph, he promiſeth'them that he will ſet Watchmen 
upon their Walls, which ſhall never bold their pear | 
day nor night ; and alfo that their Teachers ſhall vs 
wore br CLE, ito Gy ers, lla.62, 6, & 


% 


a, wn, vv 


30.20, } 
There:'J.. 


Therefore you that enjoy, wiſe, faithful,” able, pain- 
fal Goſpel-Miniſters, bleſs God, through" Jeſus 
Chriſt, for this fingular Gift of Grace, &c, © 
But again, Are Miniſters of the Goſpel ſych as 
have been deſcribed Chriſt's Gift and- Ordinance; 
both they and their Miniftrations? them-lec none in« 
trude or impoſe upon you, the Churches of Chriſt, 
r. $. a Miniſtry, or Miniſtrations, whictr age none. of 
| | Chriſts, nor to be'found contained in Scripture ; 
buc being free, be nor the Servants ot Men, buc 


Lo. * I 7 Wi 


ſpoul you through Philoſophy and vain deceit, after 


the tradition of men, and after the rudiments of the 
World, and not after. Chriſt. Let yo man at his 


and worſhipping of | Angels, intruding into theſe 
things, wich be hath not ſeen, wainly puffed up 
by bw. fleſhly mind, Col. 2: 8,18, , _ 
- Further, ler me, in the fear of che God, Exhore. 
you, thac injoy Chriſt's Miniſtry and their Mini. 
ſtrations ; Remembir to obey them that' have the 
Rule over you, and ſubmit your ſelves; for they 
watch for your Souls, as they that muſt groe an ac- 
count, that they may doit with” joy, and not with 
E - tef ; for that & wunproficable for yas, Heb, L 3. Iz, 
1 Their Work 1s hard enough from the men of this 
| World. -O, ler it be good from you for wi on 
'they'endure all chings, or at leaſt very many. thi: g3, 
2 Tim, 2,10, They do not only do much. tor 
| you, bur alſo endure much for you, O-! therefore, 
| let them notandure any thing from you,bur rather, 
} 


/ according to Paul's advice, Let the Elders that rul: 
|} well, be counted warthy of donble baxowr, eſptcrally 
+ f#cb as labonr inthe Word and Dottrine, 1 Tims F. 
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- 4 remember Pagy/'s Counſel; Beware leſt any man 
; 


pleaſure bear rule over you by bumblenefs of mind, 


Q_2 17, 
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without the leaſt ſhadow of pride ot vamty. How 
brautiful are the feet of them that bring glakeys- 


"g1 #, Rom. x0. 35, Now it you wou 
ot fret honour and rejoyce your Miniſters, pray 
then labour greatly to improve and profit bythe} 
Adminiſtrations; for ſuch as are y9—y faichful 
. \Minifters, 4cck not yours but you, 2 Cor, T3; $4. 
and haye no Ce joY, hi to hear that che 
Children walk in or according to truth, 3 Fabs 4. 
This makes great rejoycing and thankſgiving by 
Chriſt's Miniſters, when they eicher hear or ſee, 
that thoſe they labour among ( 
graces grow, aswe. have\it, Epbeſ. 1, 15, 16. 
Wherefore 1 alſa, when I beard of your Faith in the 
Loyd Feſus, and love unto all the Saints, ceaſe not to 
give thanks for you, making wention of*you in my 
prayers ; whereas co find che Saints and Churches of 
Chriſt,ina poor, low, beggarly ſtate of Soul, not im- 
proving nor profiting under means of Grace, this 


will cauſe Chriſt and his Miniſtezs to weep and come 


plain, and even fit down and bemoan-themſelves in 
the ſenſe of it,according to that prophefie, ſa. 33:7. 
Beho!d,cheir valiant ones ſhall cry ws 3 the Am- 
baſſadors of Peace ſhall weep bitterly, tulfilled by 
' This Prophet the Type of Chriſt, Then [ ſaid, I 
have lahoured in vain, 1 bave ſpent wy flrengtb for 
nought, and in van, Chap. 49. 4. And bow full 


whey be 94s come nqar, be behold the City and wept 
over it, Luke 19, 41 Wherefore irs, if you 
have any loye to Chriſt, or compaſſion towards 


your Muuſfers, 1mprove them, and ſtrive to on 


17. remembring what- is: ſaid concerning them, 


0 proſper and their | 


c . 
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rl 


was this Prophefie made good by Chrift, who, - 


, Foncerning what you obſerve w 


|= 


under their Miniftratjon, - o will 


again, to baſtento 2 conclufion, and doſing 
of he Us pot Exhiortation 3 pray you, if your 
ers be Chriſt's Miniſters, and CR. 
ſters flow from him, depend upon and ann. 
ter for him; pray you joyn with, and aſfiſt theag 
in what-eycr they for Chriſt have need of you ; 
ne Ft reed the Church of che Rexdane, 7s 
do" for Phebc, that Haas i Axes + din 
brcomnhb Sams, gow 1 | 
buſineſs o_ bath nod of = 
L x Joey it your Miniſters with your wat 
eſs, wich yaur obſervation of thoſe they labour 
av_ and for, Help chem wich your formation 
hers, Help fm ich your rs a poker dari 
Or others, H w 
to joyn iflue with them in any enormer of Chriſt, 
like thoſe _— Ones we read of, Exod. 36. I; 
Then wrought Bezaleel and Aholiab,end every wiſe. 
| brarted man, in whom the Lord put wiſdews and nn- 
* derſtanding, to know bow to work, Fn warner of work, 
for the ſeries of the Sanftuary, according to al 
that the Lord commanded, The like frame of - 
xit weread of in thoſe mentioned; 'Ezra 1. 5, 6 
with Nebews., 2. 18, where the People of the Lord 
are found thus doing ; And they ſard, Let ws riſe 
wp and build : Sorhey ſtrengthened thur bands for 
> i good Wark, 


© Peaiſeand-Prarkier: 25. - 


you 
Ls ———— v Gall pagan | 


Pac 


” . 230" The Golpel-2eacher's | 
# "-Butlhaftly ;' Pray you,let me Exhorr you to affiſt. 
| MidifNves wich hee, Prayers for thaie goth and” 
the proſpericy of Chriſt's work in their hand z - | 
remembring, That whilſt Moles's bands were wp- 
held by Aaron and Har, Iſrael prevailed, Exod. 
I7: TI, 12. Even ſo my Brethren, your inceſſant” 
Prayers ii your Miniſters behalf, will utcerly- 0. - 
—_— Amalck., and help Joſhua and Iſrael to 
evail. | LA 
And thus I have done with this Exbortation, 
and with what I ſhall offer to.your conſidemation 
wpon this Scripturez. wherein I have, with whar 
clearnifils and brevity conveniently I could, ſer-be-- 
fore you what Preaching/1s, and whoſe Ordinanceir 
is; who'is a truly wiſe Preacher, and what his Work: 
is; and the Bleſſing and Duty of all that enjoy -- 
ſuch Preachers. 55a | 
Now conſider and exami & what hath been ſaid, 
and the Lord give youzrifie. in all things, Awey, 
—_- 7-7 £  E=R4 
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\ * T,smprove sf. Þ. 41.1. 3. for dogree, r. degree. P.42. 


ERRATA'S. 


| * 2, line 21, read, Has A, he taught, or, His coms 
P ancy, &c. 1. 22. r. conſtancy or perſeyiyance. In the 
next line, r. Thirdly, Hz warineſs,&c. 1, 26. f. Third- 
ly, r. Fourtbly.. 1. 30. f, Fourthly, r. Fifthly, P. 3. 1. 16. r. 
FE.T, ſhall rather eye. P. 4. 1. 1. for knew, r. know. P. 12.1. 
& 5. for cheſe, r, theer, Þ, 28, 1, 6, for theſe, r. their, P, 31, 1. 
> T6. for thzs, r. thas, Þ. 37. 1. 3. for Ely, r. of Oyl. A, I9- -Þ 
+ 22,10fr » 43S 

freadful, tr, dreadfully, P.47,1.18.put mncumbring, for mens» * 
rakacdry I 9. for xr - < P. - L. 20, for — eto ; 
and. ZI. emtosr, wito, |, 23. for entoy r, wnto, P. 521,20 
for care, r. caft+ P.64. 1.10. for »ſefwl, r. «x Sad leſs.P.69. 
1-2. for 6e,-r. being. |. 19. r. to the Children. P. 73. 1. 23. for - 
Firſt, r. Fourth, Þ. 96,1. 19. for conflant, r. conſonant, \.1Þ,. 
for Foſephwe, r. Foſeph. P. 111. l. 25. for ſannirs, r-. ſond(® 
P. 119, for gets r. ger, 1. 26, for preſervers,r, purſues. Þ. 
I31. 1. 20. for recerve, r. reveve. P. 141, L 30. for idley t, 


Jdaol, Þ 143k 8. & for re or. 
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